Surveyor’s Report – February 2012 Meeting
Item 5 
Recreation and Leisure

5.1.1 Christmas Trees & Lights
Nothing to report.
5.1.2 Amenity Areas

Nothing to report.
5.1.3 Footpaths

As agreed in the recent meeting, I am continuing negotiations with Mr Eirian James in relation to the transfer of responsibility for footpath maintenance to the County Council Ranger service subject to the payment of a sum of £2000 for a 3 year period to his department which will be used to match fund grants from other agencies for the improvement of the footpath network. 

Work on footpaths is complete for the current cutting season.
5.4 Play Areas
Hendy Park
The clerk will provide an update report on responses received from the County Council and grant agencies.
5.5 Sports Clubs

Nothing to report.
5.6 Wayside Seats & Wicket Gates

Nothing to report
5.7 Other matters


Schedule of Rates External Contractors
Members will be aware that it is the practice of the Council to allocate ground maintenance work to 2 contractors in the community, Tir Gwaidd and IQP, who have provided a good service over a number of years. The 2 year agreement on a schedule of rates has come to an end and a new arrangement will be required from 1st April 2012. I have met with both contractors to discuss renewal of the agreement and both are happy to enter a new 2 year agreement subject to an inflationary factor of 2% being applied to the existing rates. I consider that this is a competitive arrangement based upon the fact that the rate will be held for the 2 year period.

As the Council has elected to pass the maintenance of the footpaths over to the County Council via the Ranger Service then this will remove a section of the work allocated to the contractors which will result in the need to review the allocation of work between the individual contractors.
Can I please have your instruction to proceed as outlined in the above report.

Item 6
Highways and Road Safety
6.1
Lighting

Nothing to report

6.2
Road Safety

Nothing to report

6.3 Bus Shelters 
In conjunction with Cllr S Lloyd-Janes, a request has been made to officers of the Highways Department for clarification of specific ownership of bus shelters within the community council area in order that future maintenance responsibilities can be clarified and a maintenance strategy developed..

6.4 Other Matters
Nothing to report

Item 7
Community Strategy 
7.2 Other Projects

Sustainable Hubs Grant

As reported at the last meeting, there will be an application window in April for the Sustainable Hubs grant. Should the Council wish to make a submission under this initiative then it will be important to identify potential schemes at an early stage particularly if there is potentially a need to enter negotiations with landowners/Carmarthenshire CC or make any planning applications.

Community Consultation

An overview on the community consultation process has been provided to 2 ward meetings at Tycroes and Hendy. A request has been made by Hendy members for there to be an additional “Planning for Real” exercise to be organised for the Llanedi community as well as Tycroes and Hendy. Based upon the advice gained at these meetings, there will be further consultation with focus groups and other community representatives. This has commenced with a meeting at Tycroes School which was very successful with staff keen to be involved in the process. A meeting will be organised with the head teacher at Hendy as soon as possible and thereafter subject to agreement, work will commence with the pupils at the schools in preparing the plans. 

It will be important for members to further consider any themes, issues and projects which are worthy for inclusion in the consultation process in order that there is at least a 5 year view taken on a strategic plan for the community.


Item 8
Publicity
Nothing to report

Item 9
Consultation and Advice

Planning Applications
25733
Residential Development of 24 no dwellings at land adjacent to former Bridgend Inn for Tai Dinefwr Ltd (amended plans)
18993
Residential development of 9 no dwellings and access road at land off Hafod Rd Tycroes for HRW Contracting Ltd, (amended plans)
26004
Double storey side extension and single storey front porch at Pen y Fedw Fawr, Heol Troeon Bach, Llanedi for Mr Chris Miles.
Planning Consents
25586
Variation of condition no 2 of planning permission S/19921 dated 27/10/2008 to extend period for submission of reserved matters for a further 3 years at land adjacent to 112 Tycroes Rd, Amanford for Ken Pryce Ltd.

25712
Change of use from shop to takeaway at Unit 5,no 29 Ammanford Rd Tycroes for Mr Dale..
Planning Refusals
None Received
Other

25733
Residential development of 24 no dwellings at land adjacent to the former Bridgend Inn, Tycroes, Ammanford for Tai Dinefwr Ltd.

Further to the last council meeting, whereupon members had some concerns regarding the above application a meeting was convened between ward members and Paul Roberts the Planning Officer for Carmarthenshire CC at Tycroes Hall. There was a detailed discussion on the proposals with members offering their observations on the merits of the current application. Mr Roberts advised that subject to the application being approved the Council could submit a request for Section 106 agreement monies to be allocated towards recreational and community improvements in the community.

