Surveyor’s Report – July 2011 Meeting




             
Item 5 
Recreation and Leisure

5.1 Christmas Trees & Lights
Nothing to report.

5.2 Amenity Areas

Nothing to report
5.3 Footpaths

A meeting was held with Eirian James on 6th June to discuss the maintenance programme for the Llanedi area together with the possibility of the Countryside Dept being involved in a scheme at Hendy Cricket Club. 

The meeting was very positive with the County Council suggesting that there would be scope to develop a featured walking trail in the area including brochures and interpretation panels. There would be scope to incorporate a route through the cricket ground which would possibly enable the countryside department to secure funding for the establishment and promotion of the route. It was also suggested that there may be scope to promote a more local route in the Hendy area with interpretation highlighting the area’s heritage.

It was confirmed that in the short term the Ranger Service will complete a survey of the footpaths with a view to Eirian James attending the September meeting of the council to provide an overview of options for future maintenance of the area’s footpaths.

5.4 Play Areas

Hendy Park
At the meeting with Eirian James the remaining outstanding issues were discussed. Mr James agreed to arrange the following works in the short term:
· Stone picking where required,

· Repairs to boundary hedge to block up 3 holes,

· Tree planting to top corner of park area,

It was recognised that there is a commitment by the County Council to repair the damaged pillars adjacent to the pool, however the problem with the bank erosion was outside his control and there is unlikely to be  any commitment to resolve this in the short term. 
Llanedi Park
I have received delivery of the second hand spring toy from Lappset the manufacturer of the play equipment and am making arrangements to meet up with the carpenter to co-ordinate the required repair works.
5.5 Sports Clubs

Further to my previous report on this matter, the parents of the children using the soccer club have agreed to assist in the painting and some maintenance works to the changing rooms. This will save approximately £2700 subject to materials being provided in the sum of approximately £300. 

I have also looked in further detail at the quotations received by the club for both plumbing and electrics. The high cost levels are generated due to damage to existing fittings by the water leak. I have also received a further quotation for both electrics and plumbing and these are analysed below:

Electics

KML Electrical

£1900

Cirrus


£1915 plus vat

A + P Electrics

£1995 plus vat

CJ Electrical

£1680 – new quote

In addition to the repair works, it would make sense to consider frost protection to prevent any further damage. The provision of frost stats and tubular heaters could be achieved for an additional sum of £260.00.

Plumbing

PL Plumbing

£1400

Kieran Williams

£1470

Gareth Bowen

£1750 – includes ceiling tiles

HD Bathrooms & Boilers
£1575 – new quote

Unfortunately, as there was no independent schedule of works produced it is difficult to properly evaluate the quotations provided, however it would appear from the quotations that contractors have made a reasonable assessment of works required. The one clear discrepancy relates to the plumbing quote by Gareth Bowen where ceiling tiles are specifically allowed for but not mentioned in the other quotes. 

Based upon the quotes received, it would seem reasonable to budget for a sum of £1680 for electrics, £1750 for plumbing works and £300 for painting materials making a total of £3730. The council will need to decide whether it wishes to provide frost protection measures for an additional sum of £260. 

5.6 Wayside Seats & Wicket Gates

Nothing to report
5.7 Other matters

Nothing to report

Item 6
Highway and Road Safety
6.1
Lighting

Nothing to report

6.2
Road Safety

Nothing to report

6.3
Bus Shelters 


Heol Forest Bus Shelter – A complaint was received from Cllr Jennifer Downes regarding a broken window at the above shelter. Having consulted with the previous surveyor, Huw Jones, it is apparent that the shelter is owned by the County Council and in any event the County Council has agreed to take over maintenance of all bus shelters on behalf of the Council. The matter has therefore been passed on to Cllr Lloyd Janes.
6.4 Other Matters
Nothing to report

Item 7
Community Strategy 


Item 8
Publicity
Item 9
Consultation and Advice

Planning Applications
24869
Proposed single and two storey extension 2 dormer windows and detached garage at 51 Heol y Parc, Pontarddulais for Mr Timothy Evans.

24966
Polyethylene lined earth bank slurry store at Goitrefach Farm, Hendy for Mr Gareth Thomas.

24969
Construction of a new sun lounge to rear of property at 7 Clos y Deri Pontarddulais for Mr Daniel Quinn.

25005
Proposed change of use of part of existing car garage to hair salon with associated car parking at Fforest Garage, Pontarddulais for Mr Nicholas Hadden.

Planning Consents
24711
Multi use games area and associated fencing and floodlighting at Hendy Park Hendy for Llanedi Community Council.

24825
Single storey rear extension at 13 Harleyford Rd, Pontarddulais for Mr L Thomas.

24730
Proposed rear extension to bungalow and conversion of attic space to living accommodation at 70 Ammanford Rd Tycroes for Mr Andrew Given.

Local Development Plan
The council is a consultee in the formulation of the Carmarthenshire CC deposit Local Development Plan under the Town & Country Planning (Local Development Plan) (Wales) Regulations 2005. The plan is published for consultation for a period of 8 weeks commencing on 22nd June and the council should receive a printed copy in due course. Representations on behalf of the council should be made on the plan by 19th August 2011. The plan is a very detailed document which is not capable of being considered at a council meeting, however can be viewed in full at the council’s website www.carmarthenshire.gov.uk. An integral part of the document is the allocation of land for development for various use classes, and it is important that the council considers this in some detail as there will be a presumption in favour of granting planning consent at a later stage should a planning consent be submitted. I will prepare an overhead presentation in order to provide an overview of the proposals at the meeting, however in order to understand the details it is recommended that members view the document online or arrange to view the printed version before preparing a response to the planning department should this be required.
Item 10
General Administration
Item 11
Other Reports and Attendance


