Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 2nd September 2009 at Tycroes Village Hall
Present:          Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, 
                        R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, S.W. Higgins, 
                        S.J. Lloyd-Janes, R.C. Roberts, G.B. Thomas.

                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

1.     Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-
Councillors O.L. Hathway, J.T. Jones, Mrs B. Thomas. 
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman reported that he had derived great pleasure from representing Council at the Ammanford Civic Service at the invitation of Ammanford Town Council and that the event had been well-attended.

Councillor Griffiths had also attended the Annual Concert of Cantorion Pontarddulais on behalf of Council.  It had been a delightful evening and the quality of the guest singers had been outstanding.

Finally, the Chairman reported that, accompanied by several other Members and the Clerk, he had visited Cae Gelli, the home of Tycroes R.F.C. for the formal presentation to the Club of Council’s grant of £22,000 for the purposes of its major drainage scheme.  The Chairman of the Club, Mr. Meirion Powell, had accepted the cheque and a number of other Club Officials had also been in attendance.  Mr. Powell had expressed their heartfelt gratitude to Council and given an assurance that they would spare no effort to repay Council’s faith in them.

NOTED.

3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that (subject to minor corrections) the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 1st July 2009 be confirmed and signed.


      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk reported that the following payment had been received:-

      Carmarthenshire County Council - £30.166.67

      NOTED.

      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

SWALEC - £17.51
Hart Home Improvements - £115.00
I.Q.P. - £497.00

Landmark Services (Wales) Ltd. - £172.50

Helen Jones - £360.00

R.A. Ure & Co. - £57.50

E.H. Jones - £52.45

E.H. Jones - £980.37

O.J. Jones - £1,918.29
H.M. Revenue & Customs - £651.99
6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

Councillor D.M. Evans, Chairman of the Strategic Policy Committtee, brought Members up to date with the progress of the consultation process being undertaken to enable the Committee to place before Council the appropriate information so that the intended fundamental review of Officers’ salaries and expenses might proceed.  Councillor Evans made reference to the response received from individual Members themselves and to statements made by the Officers at the most recent Meeting of the Committee.  What was now awaited was the advice which was being sought through the agency of One Voice Wales.

Councillor Evans also responded to a number of questions raised by Members.

RESOLVED that a further progress report be received at a Special Meeting of Council to be held at the Church Hall, Llanedi on Thursday, the 10th September 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
7.     Statement of Accounts for the Financial Year ending on the 31st March 

        2009
The Clerk stated that the return from the Internal Auditor of Council’s Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2008-2009 together with the Internal Auditor’s own Report was expected very shortly.  It would then be necessary for the same to be placed before Council for approval before their submission to the External Auditor on the prescribed date.

RESOLVED that the Statement of Accounts and Internal Auditor’s Report for the above-mentioned financial year be placed before Council for consideration at the Special Meeting to be held at the Church Hall, Llanedi on Thursday, the 10th September 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Christmas Trees and Lights

      8.     Christmas Trees and Lights

      The Surveyor merely commented that he was in discussion with a view to 

procuring additional Christmas lights for Tycroes, as had previously been discussed.
RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      Footpaths
      9.     Absence of Footpath leading to Play Area at Fforest      

      The Surveyor reported that he had now obtained from Tirgwaidd Farm Garden 

      Maintenance.a quotation for the provision of a footpath and fence at the above 
      location in the sum of £750.00 

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor instruct the aforementioned contractor to proceed 

      with the agreed works on the stated terms.

      Play Areas
      10.     Hendy Park

(a) The Clerk reported that he had been advised by the relevant officer of the 

County Authority that it was now intended that a grant bid for the purposes of the redevelopmemt of Hendy Park should be made in November 2009 for the following reasons:-

· The funds to be transferred by the Park Committee to Council would by then be available;

· This would allow a full year from the date of the award to complete the scheme; and

· Confirmation of any grant could be expected by early January 2010 and this would also give time to pursue other grants so as to maximise funding and achieve a bigger scheme.

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes was able to add certain additional 

      information.

      RESOLVED that the further communication of the County Authority be awaited.

      (b)  In response to a query by the Clerk, local Members were able to confirm that 

      the requisite remedial work to the surface of the ground beneath the youth shelter 
      at Hendy Park, which had been donated by Council, had still not been carried out 

      by the County Authority.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk again take the matter up with the relevant officer of 

      the Authority.

      (c)  County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported that he had received a number of 

      complaints with regard to Hendy Park including the unauthorised parking of 

      vehicles inside the Park and the need for an additional litter bin and improved 

      lighting.  There were other problems which had been or would be drawn to the 

      attention of the County Authority. 

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor undertake an inspection and report back to Council 

      upon the matters in respect of which Council might be able to offer assistance.

      Sports Clubs

     11.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      Pursuant to the recent presentation to which the Chairman had earlier made reference, the Clerk confirmed that he was awaiting receipt of certain material from the Chairman of Tycroes R.F.C. to enable him to issue a press release in respect of the event.  

      It was suggested that, with the agreement of the Club, a notice board might be erected at the rugby ground acknowledging the financial support of Council for the drainage scheme which had been the subject of the grant.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      12.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      By way of supplement to his written Report, the Surveyor outlined the position with regard to the possible residential development of an unused section of Hendy Cricket Ground with a view to raising desperately needed finance for the Cricket Club.  He stressed, however, that this would be by no means a short-term solution.  The Club officials were aware of this and the Surveyor was continuing to assist them in their immediate efforts to identify and secure grant aid.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      13.     Hendy Juniors F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance        
      The Clerk stated that he was still awaiting confirmation of the status of the above mentioned Club together with the necessary particulars of its officials.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      14.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      There was again no new information to impart with regard to Hendy R.F.C.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      15.     Seats at the Church Hall, Llanedi and Tirprys, Tycroes and Fforest 

                Square
      The Surveyor confirmed that the installation of the above-mentioned seating would be completed shortly.
      NOTED.
      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      16.     Heol y Felin – Lighting Pole     
      The Surveyor expanded upon his written Report, bringing Members fully up to date with his further discussions to facilitate the restoration of the lighting at the above location.  

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      17.     Proposed Extinguishment of Street Lighting 
      The Clerk stated that he had, as yet, been unable to make contact with a suitable officer of the County Authority who might be prepared to address Council upon the above proposal.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      Road Safety

      18.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      (a)  Further to his written Report, the Surveyor confirmed that the County Authority had now been advised that Council wished to proceed at the earliest possible date with the provision of a road hump with associated lighting and signage on the road leading into Hendy from Llannon (B4306) at a location adjacent to the former Griffiths Palletts/Tynywaun Dairies site.  The cost to Council would be £10,500, being 50% of the total cost, and the remainder would be borne by the Highway Authority.

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      (b)  There followed a general discussion of other traffic calming schemes which were either actively under consideration or merely putative (including those relating to Ebenezer Road, Fforest Road, Llanedi Road, Pontardulais Road, Ammanford Road and Penygarn Road).

      RESOLVED that Council’s strategic policy with regard to traffic calming be kept under continuous review.

      19.     Pedestrian Crossing at Black Horse Square, Hendy
      The Clerk stated that the response of the County Authority and also the views of Swansea City Council with regard to the above matter were awaited.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk pursue the matter.

      20.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes confirmed that he had continued to pursue the 

      above matter with officers of the County Council but regretted that progress was 

      extremely slow.

      RESOLVED that the further report of County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes be 

      awaited.

      21.     Obstruction of Pavement by Parked Vehicles in Fforest Road, Hendy

      Councillor Mrs. J.L. Downes drew attention to the above problem at a specific 

      location in Fforest Road, Hendy.

      A discussion followed, during which it was generally agreed that it was an issue 

      which affected the whole of the lower part of Fforest Road.   
      RESOLVED that the Clerk contact the Police to request that appropriate action be 
      taken to reduce such unlawful parking and also to invite the Police to attend a Site 
      Meeting to discuss the matter.

      Bus Shelters

22.     Bus Shelters

(a)  Further to his written Report, the Surveyor confirmed that he had authorised the installation of two windows in the bus shelter at Talyclun in order to improve visibility at a cost of £500.00 plus V.A.T.
RESOLVED that the above-mentioned action taken by the Surveyor be endorsed.

(b)  As to the possibility of the County Authority undertaking the replacement of unsatisfactory bus shelters, the Surveyor stated that it transpired that the available funding was limited and would only be forthcoming where a shelter was in serious need of replacement.

RESOLVED that further consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting of Council.

Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

23.     Condition of Pavements in Fforest Road, Hendy and in the Community 

          in General.
      Further to his written Report, the Surveyor merely added that the County Authority had stated that its policy was to attend to pavements in dangerous condition within 24 hours.  However, a further inspection would be undertaken at Fforest Road.

      County Councillor D.T. Enoch added that he was awaiting a response to a similar complaint in respect of Teglan Park, Tycroes.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

24.     Tycroes Village Hall
Councillors D.T. Enoch and D.M. Evans reported further upon the progress of the proposed improvement of the above hall and stated that it was hoped that, in due course, substantial financial support would be forthcoming from Council.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

25.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
There was no new information to impart with regard to the repairs/improvement to the above hall or other issues affecting the same.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

26.     Community Schools

Pursuant to the two immediately preceding minutes, the view was expressed that, whilst Council should maintain its support for the existing halls in the short to medium term, there should be adopted by Council a general policy that the eventual aim should be that all three schools within the Community should become community schools which would provide suitable meeting places and other facilities for their respective villages and surrounding districts.

A discussion on this proposition ensued. 

RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting of Council.
      Other Projects
      27.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
The Clerk stated that he had been disappointed not to have received further  information from the relevant officer of the County Authority regarding the setting up of an initial project which the young people of Hendy could take forward themselves with the support of Council.  He had been able to speak with the officer in question briefly by telephone and had been advised that certain funding difficulties had been encountered.  However, Mr. Jones had been assured that more substantive information should be available before the next Monthly Meeting of Council.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

28.     Youth Achievement Award   

The Clerk stated that the question of establishing a specific award to recognise outstanding achievement in sport or any other field by young persons resident within the Community of Llanedi had been considered by the Strategic Policy Committee and that its recommendation to Council was that the proposal should be pursued and that a working group of, say, three Members should be appointed to take the matter forward.

Councillor W.A. Evans explained in more detail what might be achieved by such a working group.

RESOLVED that Councillors W.A. Evans, Mrs. J.L. Downes and G.B. Thomas be appointed to serve on a Youth Achievement Award Working Group, the purpose of which would be to formulate detailed proposals for the establishment and administration of such an award and to make appropriate recommendations to Council in due course.

Other Grants
29.     Invitation to Donate Gift – Arlan Gwili, Hendy
      The Clerk informed Council that he had been able to speak with the Sheltered 
      Scheme Officer responsible for Arlan Gwili.  He had been advised that the County 
      Authority now intended to provide a large flat-screen television for the common 
      Room at the complex.  Furthermore, substantial maintenance and repair works 
      were to be undertaken, which meant that it would not be feasible for the time 
      being to arrange any form of celebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the 
      complex.

      It had been agreed, therefore, that the Sheltered Scheme Officer should revert to 

      the Clerk in due course to apprise him of any specific needs of the residents and 

      also to keep him informed as to the progress of the works.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      30.     Acknowledgements of Grant
      The Clerk placed before Council the acknowledgements of grant received from 

      the following recipients:-

      Pontarddulais and Hendy Disabled Association
      Clwb Gwyl Edi
      Pontarddulais, Hendy & District Festival Committee 
      NOTED.

      31.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance 

received.

RESOLVED that the following grant be made:-

Shelter Cymru - £120

FURTHER RESOLVED that consideration of the following application be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting of Council:-

Urdd Gobaith Cymru

FURTHER RESOLVED that no grants be made to the following applicants:-

Evangelistic Hall, Tycroes
Mr. Tyrone Rees

Policing

      32.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the months of  July and August in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 15 offences, of which 8 had been detected to date.  Enquiries were ongoing in respect of the remainder.  Included in the figures were 5 detected cases of drug possession, which were the result of proactive policing.  However, Members were reminded that any intelligence received from them would be vital in addressing this problem.  
       The Report also contained:-

      (i)    A statement that the next P.A.C.T. Meeting would be held on the 7th 
      September 2009 at Llangennech Community Hall from 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
      (again, it was commented that there had been poor attendance at recent meetings);
(ii)  A request that any problems be notified to the Police to enable them to identify their priorities and an invitation to attend the P.A.C.T. Meetings;

(iii)  A statement that the priorities identified for July/August had been anti-social behaviour in Hendy Park and inappropriate parking of vehicles in Clayton Road, Hendy;

(iv)  A statement that there had been a number of complaints of youths consuming alcohol in Hendy Park and smashing bottles and littering the Park with empty cans (it was considered that the volume of calls had not been great, bearing in mind that they covered the summer months, but patrols continued to be conducted every weekend and any under-age drinking or anti-social behaviour dealt with appropriately).
      NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 

Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of   August in respect of the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 6 offences, of which 2 (both of drug possession) had been detected as a result of proactive policing by the Neighbourhood Policing Officer.
The Report also contained:-

(i)  A reminder that the P.A.C.T. Meetings were held on the second Tuesday of each month and an invitation to attend the same;

(ii)  A summary of what had happened in July including action to combat speeding in Ammanford Road, Pontardulais Road, Penygarn Road and Cwm Fferws Road and the fact that there had been no new calls relating to anti-social behaviour in Fferws Park.
      NOTED.
      Other Community Matters

      33.     Welsh Language Scheme

      The Clerk reminded Council that the intended review of its Welsh Language 
      Scheme had been deferred to the present Meeting.

      RESOLVED that the review of Council’s Welsh Language Scheme be further 

      deferred until the Special Meeting of Council to be held at the Church Hall, 
      Llanedi on Thursday, the 10th September 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.       

PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      34.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      Further to his written Report, the Surveyor explained that the specifications of 
      three different types of notice board had been issued to three separate suppliers 
      with a request that they submit their quotations for supplying and installing the 
      same.

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      Website
      35.     Development of Website
      The Clerk informed Council that the most recent Meeting of the Strategic Policy 

      Committee had been held at the home of Councillor R.B. Evans so that he might 

      give a demonstration of the Council website, the preparation of which was well-

      advanced.

      All Members of the Committee concurred that Councillor Evans had done an 

      excellent job so as to ensure that the website would be of an appropriate standard. 

      Councillor R.B. Evans enumerated the remaining information which was required 

      to enable the website to become “live”.  
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Newsletter

      36.     Newsletter

      The Clerk informed Council that, having discussed the matter at its last Meeting, 

      the Strategic Policy Committee wished to recommend to Council that the proposal 

      to produce a periodical newsletter should now be taken forward and that a 

      working group of Members be appointed for the purpose.

      RESOLVED that Council now proceed to produce a newsletter and that 

      Councillors W.A. Evans, Mrs. J.L. Downes, Mrs. H.M. Funnell and R.C. Roberts 

      be appointed to serve on a Newsletter Working Group for the aforementioned 

      purpose and to make appropriate recommendations to Council in due course.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
37.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report
Consideration was given to the Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s written Report.

· As to Planning Application no. S/21431, the Surveyor provided details of the proposal and reported that he had submitted an objection thereto on behalf of Council.

RESOLVED that the action taken by the Surveyor as aforesaid be endorsed.

· As to the remaining Planning Applications listed –

NOTED.

· As to the Planning Decisions listed -  

NOTED.

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes was able to add that approval had also been 

      granted for a play area and new entrance at Hendy School. 

      NOTED.

Other Issues

38.     Other Issues – Correspondence

(a)  The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Adjudication Panel for Wales – Annual Report 2008-2009
Carmarthenshire Community Health Council – Meeting

National Association of Councillors (Wales Region) – Annual General Meeting

Welsh Assembly Government – Local Government Partnership Annual Report 2008-2009

Carmarthenshire County Council – Tywi a River Through Time

BBC – Switchover Help Scheme  

Public Service Ombudsman for Wales – Annual Report 2008-2009

Keep Wales Tidy – Tidy Wales Week 2009
Carmarthenshire County Council – Draft Housing Sustainability Strategy 

      One Voice Wales – Newsletter: “The Voice” 

One Voice Wales - Job Vacancy: Mid & West Wales Development Officer
NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the following further correspondence received:-

Welsh Assembly Government – Proposed Legislative Competence Order: Consultation

Local Works – The Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill

RESOLVED that consideration of the above correspondence be deferred until the Special Meeting of Council to be held at the Church Hall. Llanedi on the 10th September 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

      39.     Death of Councillor T.I. Griffiths – Resulting Vacancy
      The Clerk reminded Members that consideration of the co-option of a Member to 

      fill the vacancy resulting from the death of Councillor T.I. Griffiths had been 

      deferred to the present Meeting.

      RESOLVED that, subject to his agreement, Mr. A.W. Richards be appointed to 

      fill the aforementioned vacancy.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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