Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Thursday, the 10th September 2009 at the Church Hall. Llanedi
Present:          Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, 
                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, S.W. Higgins, Mrs. B. Thomas.

                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

1.     Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-
Councillors Mrs. J.L. Downes, O.L. Hathway, S.J. Lloyd-Janes, A.W. Richards, R.C. Roberts and G.B. Thomas and Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor). 
2.     Annual Statement of Accounts and Internal Auditors Report for the 
        Financial Year ending 31st March 2009
The Clerk placed before Council the Annual Statement of Accounts and Governance Statement for the above financial year together with the Internal Auditor’s Report, copies of the final bank statements and other supplementary information.

Mr. Jones then responded to pertinent questions put to him by Members.
RESOLVED that the aforementioned Statement of Accounts, Governance Statement and Internal Auditor’s Report be approved and that Council’s Annual Return (comprising the said documents) together with appropriate supplementary information be submitted to the External Auditor by the date prescribed.

3.     Welsh Language Scheme
The Clerk placed before Council for approval the Draft Welsh Language Scheme which had been provided by the Welsh Language Board.  Mr. Jones explained that the Board had produced three separate standard Schemes providing for three different “levels” of the utilisation of the Welsh language.  The Scheme suggested by the Board provided for the highest level of Welsh use, having regard to the high percentage of Welsh speakers in the Community of Llanedi.  

The Clerk merely asked Members to consider whether Council might wish to make slight amendments to the provisions relating to the obligations of recipients of financial assistance so as not to impose upon small charitable groups requirements which might be financially onerous.  It would also be necessary to provide a timetable for implementation of the various sections of the scheme but Mr. Jones pointed out that the majority of its requirements were already being met under Council’s existing Scheme and that there should be little difficulty in implementing the remainder immediately.

A discussion ensued, wherein there was general agreement that it would be possible to apply the provisions of the Scheme sensibly without imposing undue financial burdens upon grant recipients.

RESOLVED that the aforementioned Welsh Language Scheme be adopted in its entirety, without amendment and with immediate effect and that it be submitted to the Welsh Language Board for approval.

4.     National Assembly for Wales – Proposed Legislative Competence Order: 
        Consultation
      The Clerk place before Council a letter received from the Welsh Assembly Government providing details of the above proposed Order, consideration of which had been deferred until the present Meeting.  The Order related to community councils and to councillor recruitment, retention and allowances.

      As part of the process of “pre-legislative scrutiny” of the Order by a Committee, Council was invited to respond to four specific consultation questions and also to make any other comments relating to the proposed Order.

      There followed a wide-ranging discussion.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That Council support in principle the proposition that the National Assembly for Wales should be competent to legislate for the matters specified in the Order but that it could not support the immediate introduction of the Order without more detailed background information, a timetable for its implementation and, in particular, an indication of the likely financial implications; and

      That the Clerk respond to the aforementioned letter accordingly.
      5.     Local Works – More Powers for Parish and Town Council (The 

              Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill)
      The Clerk referred to the communication received from the Local Works organisation seeking support for the above Bill, consideration of which had been deferred until the present Meeting.  Mr. Jones stated that, having had the opportunity to look into the matter further, he had ascertained that the Bill did not, in fact, apply to Wales!

      NOTED.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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