Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 7th October 2009 at the Church Hall, Llanedi
Present:          Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, 
                        W.A. Evans, O.L. Hathway, S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones, 

                        S.J. Lloyd-Janes, A.W.Richards, R.C. Roberts, Mrs B. Thomas,

                        G.B. Thomas.

                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

Before proceeding to the main Agenda, the Chairman extended a warm welcome to 

Councillor A.W. Richards, who was attending his first Meeting since his co-option as 
a Member of Council.

At the invitation of the Clerk, Councillor Richards then signed the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office.
1.     Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-
Councillors R.B. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell. 
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
(a)  The Chairman presented a short report upon the Carmarthenshire Area Committee Meeting of One Voice Wales held at Ferryside, which he had attended on behalf of Council.  The Meeting had been poorly attended.  Councillor Griffiths summarised the proceedings, making particular reference to the presentation given by the Area Environmental Enforcement Officer of the County Authority on the subject of dog fouling and Dog Control Orders.

NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Parochial Church Council inviting the Chairman and himself to attend a Thanksgiving Service at St. Edith’s Church, Llanedi on Sunday, the 11th October 2009, commencing at 5.00 p.m.  The Chairman confirmed that he had accepted the invitation but the Clerk stated that he had to decline because of a prior commitment.  Certain other Members had also indicated that they would be attending the Service.

NOTED.

3.     Confirmation of Minutes

(a)  RESOLVED that (subject to the substitution of “G.B. Thomas” for “R.C. Roberts” in Minute no. 28)  the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 2nd September 2009 be confirmed and signed and that (subject to the deletion of “Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor)” from the list of persons present and the addition of the words “and G.B. Thomas and Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor)” to Minute no.1) the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on the 10th September 2009 be confirmed and signed.


(b)  FURTHER RESOLVED that henceforth, where Minutes were to be confirmed subject to amendments, such amendments should be specified in the Minute of the resolution so deciding. 

      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk reported that the following payment had been received:-

      Hendy Pool and Park Committee - £18,385.00
      NOTED.

      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

R.A. Ure & Co. - £460.00
Carmarthenshire County Council - £3,335.44
Tree & Gubb - £700.00
E.H. Jones - £10.82

Hart Home Improvements - £575.00

6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

The Clerk reported that he was in communication with One Voice Wales and a number of other local councils as part of the consultation process being undertaken to enable the Strategic Policy Committee to place before Council the appropriate information so that the intended fundamental review of Officers’ salaries and expenses might proceed.  The process was taking rather longer than had been anticipated but Mr. Jones was hopeful that the necessary information would shortly be to hand.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

Other Financial Matters

7.     Statement of Accounts for the Financial Year ending on the 31st March 

        2009
The Clerk confirmed that Council’s Annual Return for the above year had been submitted to the External Auditor by the prescribed date.

RESOLVED that the External Auditor’s Report be awaited.

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Christmas Trees and Lights

      8.     Christmas Trees and Lights

      (a)  Pursuant to the Surveyor’s Report, the dates and times for the ‘switch-on’ of 
      the Christmas lights were discussed.

      RESOLVED that the following times and dates be set:-

      Hendy – Friday, 4th December 2009 – 6.00 p.m.

      Fforest – Friday, 4th December 2009 – 6.30 p.m.

      Tycroes – Friday, 4th December 2009 - 7.00 p.m.

      FURTHER RESOLVED that the consideration of the time and date for Llanedi be 
      deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

      (b)  The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from the 
      Pontarddulais & Hendy Festival Committee, firstly, inviting the Chairman to 
      attend the ‘switch-on’ at Hendy and, secondly, enquiring whether Council would 

      make a contribution towards the cost of chocolates which would be distributed to 

      the children during the festivities. 

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the Chairman attend the ‘switch-on’ at Hendy (as would a number of other 

      Members); and  
      That the sum of £45.00 be donated towards the cost of chocolates for the children.

      Amenity Areas
      9.     Fferws Park, Tycroes - Vandalism of Trees
      The Surveyor elaborated upon his written Report, giving details of the damage 

      caused to trees at the above location by vandals.  Mr. Jones had arranged for the 

      damaged trees to be removed or cut back, as appropriate, leaving a clear area.

      RESOLVED that the action taken by the Surveyor as aforesaid be endorsed.
      Footpaths
      10.     Absence of Footpath leading to Play Area at Fforest      

      The Surveyor reported that the agreed works at the above location were expected 

      to commence during the following week.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (Councillor J.T. Jones declared interest.)
      11.     Proposed Maintenance of Footpaths by Carmarthenshire County 

                Council

      Referring to his written Report, the Surveyor advised that it was necessary to 

      establish exactly what was meant by the County Authority’s statement to the 

      effect that it intended to take over the maintenance of footpaths.  He intended to 
      meet with officers of the Authority in order to discuss the respective 
      responsibilties of the County and Community Councils.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      12.     Footpath from Heol Brown, Tycroes to Mill Terrace, Pantyffynnon
      In addition to his written Report, the Surveyor advised Council that, following an 

      expression of concern from a resident of Mill Terrace to the effect that the above 

      footpath had not been constructed in accordance with the plans originally agreed, 

      he had undertaken some research and was satisfied that the suggestion had been 

      unfounded and that the parties in question had met their obligations with regard to 

      the said footpath.

      NOTED.

      Play Areas
      13.     Hendy Park

(a) The Clerk stated that he had not yet received from the County Authority for

signature the relevant grant application forms relating to the first phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park.

County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes informed Council that the closing date for submission of the application was the 21st October 2009 and that he understood that the Clerk would be sent the application forms prior to that date. 

The Clerk expressed concern that he would not have the opportunity to place the same before Council for approval before submitting the application and a discussion ensued.
County Councillor Lloyd-Janes stated that the works incorporated in the first phase complied with the master plan previously approved by Council.  The Surveyor also stated that he saw no cause for concern as his understanding was that the initial works would not in any way prejudice the other proposals contained in the master plan.
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to sign and submit the aforementioned application forms subject to their being consistent with the said master plan.

      (b)  The Clerk informed Members that he had again written to the County 

      Authority in strong terms seeking clarification as to when the necessary remedial 

      ground work beneath the youth shelter at Hendy Park would be carried out.

      RESOLVED that the response of the County Authority be awaited.

      (c)  Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor reported upon his inspection of 
      Hendy Park in relation to the problems raised at the last Monthly Meeting of 

      Council.   County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes provided certain additional 

      explanatory information.  The question of the absence of a fence enclosing the 
      play area was also raised.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That, with regard to the question of lighting in the Park, the outcome of the 

      Surveyor’s intended Meeting with officers of the County Council be awaited;

      That the Surveyor arrange for the missing bollards to be replaced;

      That the question of the provision of an additional litter bin be deferred until there 

      had been an opportunity to assess the results of the replacement of the bollards ; 

      and

      That the Surveyor take up with the County Council the question of the fencing of 

      the play area.
      Sports Clubs

      14.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report  -

      NOTED.

      The Clerk also confirmed that a press release had been provided to both the South Wales Guardian and the Llanelli Star and that reports of the grant presentation to Tycroes R.F.C. had appeared in each of them.

      NOTED.

      The Clerk stated that he had not yet had the opportunity to discuss with the club officials the suggested information board.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      15.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report –

      NOTED.

      16.     A.F.C. Hendy – Additional Financial Assistance        
      The Clerk stated that he had now received confirmation that the football clubs at Hendy had been reconstituted as a single club named A.F.C. Hendy and that it comprised both senior and junior members.

      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor apprised Members of the present position regarding facilities and equipment, stating, in particular, that the football pitch was in excellent condition.

      Council was then advised that the club had made it known that their main requirement was a floodlighting system at the ground.  This would enable them to train locally and would also bring other benefits.  County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes provided information as to grant aid which might be available and the Surveyor gave certain technical information.  Council was invited to consider providing funding for this purpose as part of its rolling programme of additional financial assistance.
      A general discussion ensued, during which Councillor W.A. Evans expressed the view that the establishment of a Sports Association composed of the (now) four sports clubs located within the Community would be mutually advantageous for the purposes of future development and fund raising.  The Clerk confirmed that it was the recommendation of the Strategic Policy Committee that this proposal should be explored.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor identify the floodlighting schemes which could be considered and obtain costings and that consideration of the matter be deferred pending receipt of the Surveyor’s further report.

      17.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      There was again no new information to impart with regard to Hendy R.F.C.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      18.     Annual Grants – Sports Clubs

      In the light of the information recorded in Minute no. 16 above –

      RESOLVED that a grant of £600 be made to A.F.C. Hendy subject to the usual conditions.
      19.     Ammanford Sports Asociation – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground
      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Treasurer of the above Association providing detailed information regarding its background, constitution and financial standing as well its business plan in respect of the above project.  Council was invited to make a financial contribution towards the initial costs of the project.  The letter also contained an offer to provide further information by way of a presentation given by representatives of the Association.   
      RESOLVED that the Clerk invite the Association to give a presentation in respect of the above project to Council at a mutually convenient time and place.
      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      20.     Seats at the Church Hall, Llanedi and Tirprys, Tycroes, Fforest 

                Square and Hendy Square
      The Surveyor confirmed that the installation of the above-mentioned seating had been completed.
      NOTED.
      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      21.     Heol y Felin – Lighting Pole     
      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor outlined his recommended solution to the problem at the above location following discussions with the landowners.  It entailed the installation of a secondary electricity supply.  Mr. Jones did, however, point out that the growth of vegetation would have to be monitored in future to avoid a recurrence of the problem.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor proceed to take the necessary steps with a view to implementing his recommendations and report back to Council in due course.

      22.     Proposed Extinguishment of Street Lighting 
      The Clerk stated that he had issued an invitation to the appropriate officer of the County Council to address Council upon the above proposal and that he was awaiting a response.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      23.     Lighting at Arlan Gwili, Hendy

      Further to Minute no. 29 of the last Monthly Meeting of Council, the Clerk reported that he had been informed by the Sheltered Scheme Officer responsible for the Arlan Gwili complex that what the residents desired was the improved lighting of the access thereto.

      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor summarised his initial conclusions following an inspection of the location.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor look further into the matter generally and communicate with the relevant officer of the County Authority before reporting back to Council.

      24.      Lighting of Footpath off Bryngwili Road, Hendy 

      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor outlined the problem which obtained at the above location and summarised his recommendations to resolve the same which included the cutting back of vegetation as well as the provision of lighting.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor take such steps as he considered appropriate with a view to resolving the above matter and report back to Council in due course.

      Road Safety

      25.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      Members took account of the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the intended road hump on the B4306 at Hendy.
      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor also provided a breakdown of the cost of the said scheme which was met with some disquiet on the part of Members.

      The Clerk added that the formal consultation notices in respect of the scheme had been issued by the County Authority.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      26.     Pedestrian Crossing at Black Horse Square, Hendy
      There was no additional information to impart with regard to the above matter.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk continue pursue the matter.

      27.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road

      There was no additional information to impart with regard to the above matter.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      28.     Obstruction of Pavement by Parked Vehicles in Fforest Road, Hendy

      The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the Police drawing attention to the 

      above problem and that a response had been received stating that the issue had 

      already been raised as a P.A.C.T. priority and that a warning letter (a copy of 
      which had been provided) had been delivered by hand to the properties fronting 
      Fforest Road.  The local neighbourhood policing officers had also been instructed 
      to monitor the area and had reported few problems.  It was suggested that Council 

      should liaise with the local officers.  If a Site Meeting were to be held, it should 

      include a representative from the Highway Authority. 

      A discussion ensued, during which it was generally acknowledged that it was too 

      soon to judge the efficacy of the Police action.  Nevertheless, it was considered 

      that a Site Meeting would still be worthwhile.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk invite representatives of both the Police and the 

      Highway Authority to attend a Site Meeting at a mutually convenient time.
      Bus Shelters

29.     Bus Shelters

Members considered the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the supply of bus shelters by the County Council with particular reference to the need to replace the existing bus shelters at Fforest Square and Ebenezer Road, Llanedi.  There was general agreement that the terms quoted by the County Council under its shared cost scheme were excessive.

RESOLVED that the Surveyor investigate alternative sources and report back to Council.

Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

30.     Disrepair of Pavements 

      County Councillor D.T. Enoch informed Members that he had continued to pursue the above matter without success.  It had been made clear that very little funding was currently available to the County Authority for remedying the above problem.      

      NOTED.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

31.     Tycroes Village Hall
There was no new information to impart regarding the proposed improvement of the above hall.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

32.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas apprised Council of the quotations received by the Committee for the replacement of the roof of the above building and, alternatively, for the painting of the roof.  The advice of the Surveyor would be greatly appreciated.

RESOLVED that the Surveyor undertake an inspection of the building and thereafter submit his Report thereon.
(Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas and G.B. Thomas declared interest.)
33.     Community Schools

Members discussed the proposal (consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting) that, whilst Council should maintain its support for the existing halls serving the Community in the short to medium term, there should be adopted by Council a general policy that the eventual aim should be that all three schools within the Community should become community schools which would provide suitable meeting places and other facilities for their respective villages and surrounding districts.  (Such a policy had been recommended by the Strategic Policy Committee.)  
RESOLVED that, without prejudice to its commitment to support the existing halls serving the community in the short to medium term, it be the policy of  Council that the three primary schools located within its area should become community schools.

FURTHER RESOLVED that Councillor G.B. Thomas be added to the membership of the Strategic Policy Committee.

      Other Projects
      34.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
The Clerk regretted to report that no further communication had been received from the County Council regarding the proposed projects for the young people of Hendy.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

35.     Youth Achievement Award   

Councillor W.A. Evans reported briefly upon the initial steps being taken by the Youth Achievment Award Working Group.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Group be awaited.

Other Grants
36.     Invitation to Donate Gift – Arlan Gwili, Hendy
      The Clerk confirmed that, in the event of Council proceeding with the provision of 

      lighting at Arlan Gwili (as referred to in Minute no. 23 above), it would be not be 

      expected to donate any further gifts as previously discussed.

      NOTED.

      37.     Application for Financial Assistance (deferred)
      The Clerk placed before Council the application for financial assistance, 

      consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting. 

RESOLVED that the following grant be made:-

Urdd Gobaith Cymru - £220

      (Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas and G.B. Thomas declared interest.)

      38.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED that the following grants be made:-

Tycroes Local Aid - £550
Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales - £110
FURTHER RESOLVED that consideration of the following applications be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting of Council:-

Age Concern Carmarthenshire

Victim Support Cymru
St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes

FURTHER RESOLVED that no grants be made to the following applicants:-  

Fforest Uchaf Horse & Pony Centre and Pit Pony Sanctuary

Menter Bro Dinefwr

Policing

      39.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of  September in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 10 offences, of which 1 had been detected to date.  Enquiries were ongoing in respect of the remainder.  Anti-social behaviour calls had been low but an increase could be seen in the forthcoming month with Halloween approaching and coinciding with the half-term school holidays.
       The Report also contained:-

      (i)    A statement that the last P.A.C.T. Meeting had been held on the 5th October

      2009 and that, once again, there has been a very low turnout, making it difficult to 

      identify priorities.

      (ii)   A statement that the next P.A.C.T. Meeting would be held on the 2nd  
      November 2009 at Llangennech Community Hall from 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
      (there was a possibility that the Meetings could be re-located to Hendy in the near

      future);
(iii)  A request that any problems be notified to the Police to enable them to identify their priorities and an invitation to attend the P.A.C.T. Meetings;

(iv)  A statement that the priorities identified for October were anti-social behaviour in Hendy Park and inappropriate parking of vehicles in Fforest Road, Hendy (warning letters having been issued to residents);

(iv)  An update on the priorities, viz. that numerous patrols had been conducted in Hendy Park but no motor cycles had been witnessed being driven around; and that there had been no problems associated with under age drinking or other anti-social behaviour in the Park.

      NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 

Ammanford Police Station stating that there had been no reported crimes during the month of August in the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 88 offences throughout the Ammanford Section during that period.

NOTED.

      Other Community Matters

      40.     Welsh Language Scheme

      The Clerk confirmed that the Welsh Language Scheme adopted by Council at its 

      Special Meeting held on the 10th September 2009 had been forwarded to the

      Welsh Language Board for formal approval.

      RESOLVED that the response of the Welsh Language Board be awaited.

      41.     Remembrance Service
      The Clerk reminded Members that Council’s Remembrance Service would be 

      held at St.Edith’s Church, Llanedi on Sunday, the 8th November 2009, 

      commencing at 2.30 p.m. and sought their authorisation to proceed with the usual 

      invitations and arrangements.  Mr. Jones further reminded Council that it had been 

      resolved to review the decision made in the previous year not to include the 

      national anthems in the Service.

      It was also proposed that an invitation to be represented at the Service should be 

      extended to the Royal Welsh.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the Clerk be authorised to issue the usual invitations and undertake the 

      customary arrangements for the Remembrance Service on the above-mentioned 

      date;

      That the national anthems be included in the Service; and
      That an invitation to be represented the Service be issued to the Royal Welsh.

      PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      42.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report –

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      Website
      43.     Development of Website
      Councillor W.A. Evans (in the absence of Councillor R.B. Evans) gave a further 

      update on the preparation of the Council website, saying that only a few further 

      items were required to complete the task.  A payment of approximately £50.00 in 

      respect of software would also be required shortly.   
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Newsletter

      44.     Newsletter

      Councillor W.A. Evans briefly reported upon the initial steps taken by the 

      Newsletter Working Group and invited Members to suggest suitable headlines.

      RESOLVED that the further reports of the Newsletter Working Group be awaited.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
45.     Mrs. A. Roberts - Policy regarding Wind Farms
The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the above-named resident of Llanedi, referring to Council’s previous decision to oppose wind farms and inviting it to state its position in the light of further proposals. 

RESOLVED that Council adhere to its stated policy regarding wind farms.

46.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report
Consideration was given to the Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s written Report.

NOTED.

Other Issues

47.     Other Issues – Correspondence

(a)  The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Children and Young People’s Play – Local Network Meeting

Welsh Assembly Government and Welsh Local Government Association – Wales Forum on Europe and Open Days 2009 Local Event: ‘Delivering Broadband to Rural Europe’

Welsh Local Government Association – ECOTEC Information Day

Carmarthenshire County Council – Annual Standards Committee Conference

Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Annual Report and Workshops 2009

Trinity University College – Open Days

Carmarthenshire County Council – Review of Gambling Policy: Consultation Document

Carmarthenshire County Council – Abandoned Shopping Trolleys

HM Government, Welsh Assembly Government and Department of Enterprise, Trade & Investment – Low Carbon Communities Challenge

Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales -  Members’ Bulletin

Carmarthenshie County Council – Carmarthenshire Sports Personality Awards and Carmarthenshire Sporting Hall of Fame 2009

NOTED.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

      48.     Death of Councillor T.I. Griffiths – Resulting Vacancy
      The Clerk merely confirmed that notification of the co-option of Councillor 

      A.W. Richards as a Member of Council had been sent to the appropriate officer of 

      the County Authority.

      NOTED.      
      OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE    
49.     ‘Yellow Woods Challenge’ – Presentation to Llanedi School
County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported that he had derived great pleasure from attending a presentation ceremony at County Hall, Carmarthen in which Llanedi School had been presented with the ‘Silver Birch Award’ for gaining second place out of all Carmarthenshire schools in the above-named event.  

Councillor Lloyd-Janes explained that the ‘Yellow Woods Challenge’ was a national event  held annually by Yellow Pages, whereby each County Council was offered a cash incentive to encourage schools to recycle old Yellow Pages directories.  Prizes were awarded on the basis of the highest number of books collected in relation to the number of pupils in the school.  The top four schools in the County had been invited to the ceremony, where they met the Chairman and were each presented with a framed certificate and a cheque for the school.

RESOLVED that the Clerk send a suitable letter of congratulation to Llanedi School.  

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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