Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 4th November 2009 at Arlan Gwili. Hendy
Present:          Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, 
                        R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.T. Jones, 
                        S.J. Lloyd-Janes, A.W.Richards, R.C. Roberts, Mrs B. Thomas,

                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

            Mr. N. Francis (Carmarthenshire County Council)

The apologies of Councillor W.A. Evans for arriving at the Meeting at 7.15 p.m. were 

graciously accepted by the Chairman.
1.     Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-
      Councillors O.L. Hathway, S.W. Higgins, G.B. Thomas.

2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
(a)  The Chairman presented a short report upon the Annual Conference and Exhibition of One Voice Wales held at Pafiliwn Bont near Aberystwyth, which he had attended on behalf of Council.  The event had been well attended.  Councillor Griffiths summarised the proceedings, making particular reference to the address of Dr. Brian Gibbons, the Welsh Assembly Government Minister.  There had been an opportunity to discuss many matters of mutual interest and the Chairman had formed the impression that Llanedi Community Council compared favourably with other local councils in terms of its efficiency and effectiveness.  A particular theme of the discussions which Council might do well to explore further was that of undertaking projects jointly with other councils.  The Chairman concluded his report by stating for the record that he had voted against the increase of membership subscriptions.  
Councillor Griffiths had also derived great pleasure from representing Council at the recent Thanksgiving Service at St. Edith’s Church, Llanedi.

NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from Pontarddulais and Hendy Disabled Association inviting the Chairman to attend its Christmas Lunch to be held at the Ashburnham Hotel, Pembrey on Tuesday, the 8th December 2009, and the Chairman confirmed that he would be able to attend the function on behalf of Council.

NOTED.

3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that (subject to correction of the numbering) the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 7th October 2009 be confirmed and signed.

     FINANCE      
      Payments

      4.     Payment of Accounts
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal - £50.00
I.Q.P. Garden & Tree Services - £497.00
Tirgwaidd Farm Garden Maintenance - £8,262.75
E.H. Jones - £34.97
O.J. Jones - £39.37

O.J. Jones - £11.97

5.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

The Clerk reported that the results of his consultation with other local councils with a view to providing information to assist Council in its intended fundamental review of Officers’ salaries and expenses had proved to be rather disappointing.  Mr. Jones suspected that this was because most other councils appeared to pay their officers on the basis of an hourly rate.  However, he would persevere and present the available information as quickly as possible.

RESOLVED that consideration of the above matter be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.
Other Financial Matters

6.     Statement of Accounts for the Financial Year ending on the 31st March 

        2009
The Clerk stated that he had yet to receive the External Auditor’s Report in respect of the above financial year.
RESOLVED that the External Auditor’s Report be awaited.

7.     Signature of Cheques
The Clerk reported that he had been disconcerted to learn that, in the process of transferring information from its Llanelli Branch to a more central location, Council’s Bank, Lloyds TSB Bank plc, had lost the information which it had been holding with regard to the authorised signatories for Council’s cheques.  As a result, Mr. Jones had been provided with fresh forms for urgent signature by Members and he invited all Members present to sign the same forthwith.  Members duly complied with this request.

NOTED.

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Christmas Trees and Lights

      8.     Christmas Trees and Lights

      Pursuant to the resolution of Council at its last Meeting, consideration was 

      given to the date and time for the ‘switch-on’ of the Christmas lights at Llanedi.

      RESOLVED that the said ‘switch-on’ take place on Momday, 7th December 

      2009 at 7.00 p.m.
      FURTHER RESOLVED that an invitation to attend and participate in the 

      festivities be extended to the staff and pupils of Llanedi School.

      Footpaths
      9.     Absence of Footpath leading to Play Area at Fforest      

      The Surveyor confirmed that the works at the above location had now been 

      completed..
      NOTED.
      (Councillor J.T. Jones declared interest.)
      10.     Proposed Maintenance of Footpaths by Carmarthenshire County 

                Council

      Elaborating upon his written Report, the Surveyor explained that it had been made 

      clear that no additional contribution to the maintenance of footpaths could be 

      expected from the County Authority and that the status quo would obtain, i.e. 

      Council would continue to meet the cost of maintaining the public footpaths 

      within its area.

      NOTED.
      Play Areas
      11.     Hendy Park

(a) The Clerk confirmed that he had received from the County Authority for

signature the relevant grant application forms relating to the first phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park and that they had been duly signed and submitted to the appropriate funding bodies.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      (b)  The Clerk regretted to say that he had still received no substantive response 

      from the County Authority to his repeated requests for clarification as to when the 
      necessary remedial ground work beneath the youth shelter at Hendy Park would 
      be carried out.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk continue to pursue the matter.

      (c)  With regard to the various works at Hendy Park currently under consideration 

      the Surveyor, referring to his written Report, provided more detailed information 
      for the benefit of Members. 
      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      Sports Clubs

      12.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      The Clerk confirmed that he had now received a formal request from Tycroes R.F.C. for the release of the grants funds and that a cheque for £22,000 would be issued to the Club within the next day or so.  Mr. Jones would then discuss with the club officials the question of erecting an information board.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      13.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      There was no information to impart at present.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      14.     A.F.C. Hendy – Additional Financial Assistance        
      The Surveyor confirmed that he had been gathering information from the Football Association of Wales and other sources with a view to the possible installation of floodlighting at Hendy Football Ground.  Mr. Jones outlined the technical requirements and the various options which were open to Council.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor look further into the matter and report back to Council at its next Monthly Meeting.
      15.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      There was no information to impart at present.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      16.     Ammanford Sports Asociation – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground and Proposed Llanedi Sports Association
      (a)  The Clerk confirmed that it was hoped that representatives of the above Association would be available to give a presentation on the above matter at the next Monthly Meeting of Council, as had been previously resolved.

      NOTED.

      (b)  Councillor W.A. Evans proposed that, as had previously been discussed and in accordance with the recommendation of the Strategic Policy Committee, Council should formally commit itself to the establishment of a Sports Association which would be composed of and be of mutual benefit to the various sports clubs located within the Community of Llanedi.

      RESOLVED that Council enter into consultation with the aforementioned sports clubs with a view to establishing a Llanedi Sports Association.

      (c)  In response to an enquiry, County Councillor D.T. Enoch outlined the current position regarding the condition and utilisation of the football ground at Heol Brown, Tycroes.

      NOTED.     

      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      17.     Seat at Hendy Square and Inscription of Council’s Name on All Seats 

                Installed
      (a)  As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s Report regarding the seat at Hendy Square –

      NOTED.
      (b)  It was also suggested that Council’s name should appear on all seats installed by it so that the public be made aware of the service being provided.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor look into the most effective and economical way of doing so.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      18.     Heol y Felin – Lighting Pole     
      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor outlined the latest position regarding the above-mentioned light and responded to questions put to him by Members.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor continue to pursue the matter and that his further Report be awaited.

      19.     Proposed Extinguishment of Street Lighting 
      The Chairman extended a warm welcome to Mr. Nigel Francis of Carmarthenshire County Council, who was attending the Meeting by invitation.

      Mr. Francis then gave a comprehensive presentation upon the present policy of the County Authority with regard to the reduction of street lighting at night, explaining the advantages and disadvantages, and set out the options open to Council as regards the lighting for which it was responsible.  He also responded to questions put to him by Members.

      The Chairman thanked Mr. Francis most sincerely for attending the Meeting and for his full and frank appraisal of the question at hand.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the above matter be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

      20.     Lighting at Arlan Gwili, Hendy

      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor outlined the present position regarding the provision of improved lighting at the above location.

      It emerged, however, that the stance of the Housing Department of the County Authority required clarification before any firm decision could be taken.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor look further into the matter and report back to Council at its next Meeting,
      21.      Lighting of Footpath off Bryngwili Road, Hendy
      The Surveyor reported further upon the lighting at the above location, stating that he considered that the number of lights was adequate and that, in any event, the installation of additional lighting was unlikely to meet with the approval of the immediately adjacent residents.

      NOTED.

      22.     Lighting at Hendy Park
      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor outlined the position regarding the lighting of Hendy Park and recommended that three additional lights be installed at specific locations at a cost of £3,255.00 plus VAT.
      RESOLVED that, as recommended, the Surveyor arrange for the installation of three lights at Hendy Park at a cost of £3,255.00 plus VAT.

      Road Safety

      23.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      (a)  There was nothing further to report at present regarding the intended road hump on the B4306 at Hendy.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (b)  County Councillor D.T. Enoch reported that there was some cause for hope that the improvements to the access to Tycroes School would lead to the introduction of much-needed traffic calming measures in Pontardulais Road, Tycroes.
      NOTED.

      24.     Pedestrian Crossing at Black Horse Square, Hendy
      The Clerk stated that he was still awaiting a response from the relevant engineer of the County Authority regarding the above matter.
      RESOLVED that the Clerk continue to pursue the matter.

      25.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road

      There was no additional information to impart with regard to the above matter.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      26.     Obstruction of Pavement by Parked Vehicles in Fforest Road, Hendy

      The Clerk stated that it had not yet been possible to arrange a Site Meeting to look 

      further into the above problem but that it would be done as soon as possible.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      [See also Minute no. 36 below.]
      Bus Shelters

27.     Bus Shelters

(a)  The Surveyor presented the information currently to hand regarding the cost of the replacement of bus shelters.

RESOLVED that the Surveyor further investigate alternative sources and report back to Council.

(b)  Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas requested that consideration be given to the provision of a bus shelter at Bryngwili Road, Hendy

RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

28.     Provision of Hanging Baskets or Floral Displays 

      The Clerk reminded Members that it had been resolved earlier in the year that consideration of the provision of hanging baskets on roads within the Community should be deferred until the autumn.  

      A discussion ensued during which concerns were expressed as to the high costs involved and a suggested was made that the provision of floral displays at selected locations might be an acceptable and more economical alternative.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor look into the matter and report back to Council at its next Meeting.
      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

29.     Tycroes Village Hall
Councillor D.M. Evans presented a further short report upon the progress of the proposed improvement of the above hall.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

30.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
The Surveyor stated that he was not yet in a position to submit his inspection report upon the above building.

RESOLVED that the Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (Councillors R.C. Roberts and Mrs. B. Thomas declared interest.)
31.     Community Schools

A short discussion was held regarding the above matter.

RESOLVED that the Clerk formally apprise the Governors of the three primary schools located within the Community of Llanedi of the policy adopted by Council at its last Meeting.

      Other Projects
      32.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
The Clerk was sorry to report that he had still not received any further communication from the Youth Service of the County Council regarding the proposed projects for the young people of Hendy.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

33.     Youth Achievement Award   

On behalf of the Youth Achievement Award Working Group, Councillor W.A. Evans placed before Council for consideration at the next Monthly Meeting a paper setting out specific proposals and options for the establishment of the above award.
RESOLVED that the aforementioned proposals and options be considered at the next Monthly Meeting of Council.

Other Grants
      34.     Applications for Financial Assistance (deferred)
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance, 

      consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting. 

RESOLVED that consideration of the following applications be further deferred until the next Meeting of Council
Age Concern Carmarthenshire

Victim Support Cymru

St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes

      35.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED that the following grants be made;-

      Wales Air Ambulance - £220

      Amman Valley Women’s Aid - £ 110

      Carmarthenshire Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs - £110
      FURTHER RESOLVED that no grants be made to the following applicants:-

      British Heart Foundation Cymru 
      Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Cymru - Blaenau Gwent and Heads of the Valleys

      Urdd National Eisteddfod  - Ceredigion 2010 

Policing

      36.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of  October in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 4 offences, of which 3 had been detected.  These figures were considered to be reasonable.  

      The Report also contained:-

      (i)  An update on the problem of the obstruction of the pavement by parked 

      vehicles in Fforest Road, Hendy to the effect that the situation seemed to have 

      improved since the ‘letter drop’ to residents previously mentioned;  
      [See also Minute no. 26 above]        
      (ii)  A statement that there had been no problems associated with under-age 

      drinking or anti-social behaviour in Hendy Park during the month but that patrols

      would continue to be conducted every weekend;

      (iii)  A statement that the last P.A.C.T. Meeting had been held on the 2nd 

      November 2009 and that only two residents (one each from Hendy and 

      Llangennech) had attended.  The priority set for Hendy for November was the 

      inappropriate parking of vehicles in Clayton Road.  The person responsible was 

      known to the Police and would be advised accordingly.

      NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 

Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of October in respect of the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 6 offences, of which 5 had been detected.
NOTED.

      37.     Dyfed-Powys Police Authority – Policing Plan 2010/13
      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Chief Executive of the 

      above Authority inviting Council to indicate its top three policing priorities for the 

      above years by completing the questionnaire provided.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk complete and return the said questionnaire on behalf 

      of Council.

      38.     Dyfed-Powys Police Authority – Community Consultation Meetings
      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Chief Executive of the 

      above Authority providing the dates for the above Meetings for November and 

      December 2009.  The venues had yet to be agreed but the Clerk stated that he 

      would, as soon as he was in receipt thereof, forward the necessary information to 
      Councillor S.W. Higgins, he being the Member nominated to attend such 
      Meetings on behalf of Council.
      NOTED.

      Other Community Matters

      39.     Welsh Language Scheme

      The Clerk was pleased to report that formal approval of the Welsh Language 
      Scheme adopted by Council at its Special Meeting held on the 10th September 
      2009 had now been received from the Welsh Language Board.
      NOTED. 
      40.     Remembrance Service
      The Clerk was pleased to report that the arrangements for Council’s annual 

      Remembrance Service (to be held on the following Sunday) were well in hand.

      Invitations to attend had been accepted by the Member of Parliament, the 

      Assembly Member, the Town Mayor of Pontarddulais and the Royal Welsh.

      The three primary schools had also confirmed that their pupils would be 

      participating in the Service as had been requested by Council.

      NOTED.
      PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      41.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor informed Council that he had 

      obtained a quotation for repairing the damage to the notice board at Tycroes 

      Square in the sum of £550.00 plus VAT.  Mr. Jones also gave details of the 

      quotations he had obtained for the supply of new notice boards for the purposes of 

      Council’s rolling programme of replacing and providing notice boards.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the Surveyor proceed to instruct the contractor to carry out the repairs to the 

      notice board at Tycroes Square on the basis of the quotation referred to above; and

      That the Surveyor make further enquiries into the cost of supplying and installing 

      new notice boards and report back to Council.

      Website
      42.     Development of Website
      Councillor R.B. Evans reported briefly upon the progress of the development of 

      Council’s website.

      Members were invited to approve a ‘Mission Statement’ which would be 

      displayed on the website.
      RESOLVED that the following Mission Statement be adopted:

       “Llanedi Community Council will strive to serve the communities of Tycroes, 

      Llanedi, Hendy and Fforest to the best of its ability, to enhance the quality of life 

      and to offer high quality services.”
      FURTHER RESOLVED that the further report of Councillor R.B. Evans be 
      awaited.
      Newsletter

      43.     Newsletter

      Councillor W.A. Evans on behalf of the Newsletter Working Group stated that 

      there was no new information to impart for the present.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Newsletter Working Group be awaited.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
44.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Carmarthenshire Local 
          Development Plan: Pre-Deposit Proposals 
The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Forward Planning Manager of the County Authority enclosing for consultation purposes copies of the Pre-Deposit Preferred Strategy, Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report and Habitat Regulations Screening Report, this being a statutory stage in the preparation of the Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (CLDP).  The CLDP would, on adoption, replace the existing Carmarthenshire Unitary Development Plan. 
RESOLVED that consideration of the aforementioned documents be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting of Council. 

45.     Welsh Assembly Government – Local Government (Wales) Measure 

          2009: Consultation Guidance Documents

The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Head of the Local Government Policy Division of the Welsh Assembly Government enclosing the above documents, which contained guidance on the two substantive parts of the above Measure, viz. Part 1, dealing with improvement and business planning by local authorities and National Park authorities, and Part 2, dealing with strategic community planning by local authorities and a range of public-sector partners.  Council was invited to respond thereto.
RESOLVED that consideration of the aforementioned documents be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting of Council. 

46.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report
Consideration was given to the Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s written Report.

With regard to Application no. S/21888 –
RESOLVED that Council notify its objection thereo.

With regard to the remaining matters listed –

NOTED.

Other Issues

47.     Other Issues – Correspondence

(a)  The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Carmarthenshire County Council – Local Bus Services in Carmarthenshire
Welsh Local Government Association – Swine Flu Community Update

Carmarthenshire County Council – Improvement Plan 2009/2010

NOTED.

      (b)  The Clerk placed before Council notification received of the next Meeting of 

      Age Concern Hendy & District to be held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy on Monday, the 

      9th November 2009, commencing at 6.30 p.m.

      RESOLVED that Council’s nominated representatives, Councillors J.J. Jones and 

      R.C. Roberts, attend the said Meeting.     

      OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE    
48.     West Wales European Centre – Open Event
County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes and Councillor Mrs. H. Funnell reported briefly upon the above event which they had recently attended.
The most important message to be gleaned from the event was the fact that the Community Bureau had now been established to help “find the way through the funding maze”.

NOTED.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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