Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 20th May 2009 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy
Present:          Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans,                 

                        W.A. Evans, O.L. Hathway, S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones, 
                        S.J. Lloyd-Janes, R.C. Roberts, Mrs B. Thomas. 

                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

                        Mr. E. Williams (One Voice Wales).
                        Mr. B. Hopkin (Resident)

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:

Councillors D.T. Enoch, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, G.B. Thomas.
2. One Voice Wales - Membership
The Chairman extended a warm welcome to Mr. Elfyn Williams, the Development Officer of One Voice Wales, who was attending the Meeting at the invitation of Council for the purpose of giving Council a better insight into the benefits of membership of his organisation.                

Mr. Williams explained that One Voice Wales was the representative body for town and community councils in Wales, large or small, and that it was widely recognised as such.  The organisation worked closely with the Welsh Assembly Government and with a range of other partners promoting the interests of local councils.  A formal protocol had recently been signed underpinning the Assembly Government’s relationship with One Voice Wales and setting out how the two bodies would work together in the interests of local councils and the communities served by them.  A protocol was also in place sealing the organisation’s close relationship with the Society of Local Council Clerks.  

Mr. Williams went on to itemise some of the specific services and benefits provided to its members by One Voice Wales, such as free legal advice and general advice on improving service delivery;  support and guidance on employment matters;  expert advice on financial matters including audit;  training courses and seminars;  preferential ‘members only’ deals with reputable suppliers of services;  a quarterly newsletter, highlighting developments in the sector;  an annual conference;  gathering and sharing information on best practice;  and a website with a dedicated members’ area full of useful information.  Some of these benefits were available to non-members but at a significantly higher cost.

At the invitation of the Chairman, Members then put a number of pertinent questions and points to their guest and they received from him responses which were both direct and as detailed as time would permit.

The Chairman finally thanked Mr. Williams most sincerely for taking the time to visit Council and for the quantity and quality of information which he had managed to impart in the unavoidably limited time available.  
Following the departure of Mr. Williams, a thorough discussion took place as to the wisdom and merits of becoming affiliated to One Voice Wales set against the cost of doing so.  The Clerk confirmed that the membership fee for the year 2009-2010 would be £584 and that this was based upon 2,435 dwellings (as recorded on the Valuation List) at £0.24 per dwelling.

RESOLVED that Council apply to join One Voice Wales for the year 2009-2010 and that the said membership fee of £584 be paid.

3.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
In response to concerns expressed by certain Members, the Chairman reiterated that (as had been reported to the previous Meeting) he had attended as Council’s representative the Annual General Meeting of Ammanford and District Citizens’ Advice Bureau, which had been well attended.  He again stated that, bearing in mind the fact that criminal proceedings for theft against former employees of the Bureau were ongoing, he had formed the opinion that the organisation was now well-organised and in good hands.

NOTED.

4.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 1st April 2009 be confirmed and signed.
     FINANCE      
5. Receipts

The Clerk reported that the following sum had been received:-

Carmarthenshire County Council - £30,166.66

NOTED.

6. Payments

(a)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

I.Q.P. - £497.00

Minton Treharne & Davies Limited - £195.00

E.H. Jones - £6.70

Carmarthenshire County Council - £1,309.00

Carmarthenshire County Council - £5,167.00

O.J. Jones - £43.31

O.J. Jones - £46.78

ASE Professional Cleaning Ltd. - £471.50
G.Davies - £890.00

(b)  Whilst considering the above payments, Members expressed general agreement (as had previously been voiced) that there was a need to undertake a thorough review of the Clerk’s salary and expenses and especially to reconsider the basis upon which his expenses were calculated.
RESOLVED that such a review be undertaken at the earliest opportunity.

7.     Other Financial Matters
      The Clerk reported that formal Notice of Audit had been received from BDO Stoy 

      Hayward LLP, the External Auditor, and that the appointed audit date was the 18th 

      September 2009.

      NOTED.

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Amenity Areas
8.     Fferws Park, Tycroes

      The position regarding the drinking of alcohol and vandalism as described in the 

      Surveyor’s Report was considered.           
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Play Areas
      9.     Hendy Park

(a)  Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported upon the progress of the proposed redevelopment of Hendy Park, stating that a Public Meeting had been held, at which it had been agreed that the monies raised for the ultimately unsuccessful campaign to save the swimming pool should be transferred to the Community Council for the specific purpose of the redevelopment of the park and in the hope that it would strengthen Council’s position in any application for grant aid (this being its major role in the partnership with the Park Committee and the County Authority).  However, it was proposed to delay the transfer of funds until about September in order to avoid penalties for their early withdrawal from the account in which they were currently held.  By that time, it was anticipated that a sum in the region of £18,000 would have accrued.  Councillor Lloyd-Janes added that it would be a condition of the transfer that a suitable memorial to the achievements of the altruistic volunteers who had constructed the swimming pool should be included in the redevelopment scheme.  
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

(b) The Clerk stated that there was nothing to report regarding the County 

Authority’s long-awaited remedial work to the surface of the ground beneath the youth shelter at Hendy Park, which had been donated by Council.  
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review. 
      10.     Carmathenshire County Council – Playground Inspection Training      
      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the County Council regarding an imminent training session for playground inspectors.

      NOTED.

      Sports Clubs

      11.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Chairman of Tycroes R.F.C. containing detailed information as to the provision made for the support and development of rugby football in the Tycroes area for a wide range of age-groups and for both sexes.  The importance of the Rugby Club’s role in the community was also stressed.  In conclusion, confirmation was sought as to the contribution which Council was prepared to make towards the cost of the major (and essential) drainage scheme proposed for one of its two rugby grounds. 

      Members also took account of the information provided in the Surveyor’s Report, upon which he expanded at the Meeting.  Council was reminded that an assurance had been given of Council’s intention in principle to provide substantial financial support for the scheme as part of its ongoing project for the assistance of all sports clubs within its area.  It was acknowledged that the Club had made every effort to secure funding from alternative sources and that, without, a very substantial contribution from Council, it would not be possible to proceed with the works – with dire consequences.  
      RESOLVED that (as part of its ongoing project for the assistance of all sports clubs within its area) a grant of £22,000 be made to Tycroes R.F.C. towards the cost of the aforementioned drainage works subject to the Club’s adhering to its process of establishing a girls’ XV.

      (Councillors D.M. Evans and S.W. Higgins declared interest)

      12.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      In addition to his written Report, the Surveyor confirmed that a meeting was to be held during the following week between the officials of Hendy Cricket Club and the Clerk and himself.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That (as part of its ongoing project for the assistance of all sports clubs within its area) Council honour its pledge to meet the cost of ground hire by Hendy Cricket Club for the 2009 season; and

      That the question of the necessary drainage works at Hendy Cricket Ground be kept under review.

      13.     Hendy A.F.C. and Hendy Juniors F.C. – Additional Financial 
                Assistance        
      The Surveyor enlarged upon the information contained in his written Report.

      RESOLVED that (as part of its ongoing project for the assistance of all sports clubs within its area) Council continue to meet the costs of leasing and maintaining the football ground at Hendy. 

      14.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      The Surveyor had nothing to add to his written Report regarding the intentions and/or requirements of Hendy R.F.C.

      RESOLVED that the further communication of Hendy R.F.C. be awaited.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      15.     Yr Hen Gapel – Lighting Pole     
      Members considered the information regarding the provision of a new lighting pole at the above location contained in the Surveyor’s Report.

      NOTED.

      Road Safety

      16.     Traffic Calming at Ebenezer Road, Llanedi

      The Clerk regretted to report that he had been notified by the County Council that Llanedi School had been unsuccessful this year with its bid for grant aid for a safe route to school/ traffic calming scheme in the vicinity of the school.  The Clerk explained that this meant that it would not now be possible to proceed with a combined scheme at Llanedi, as had been mooted. 

      RESOLVED that the possibility of proceeding with a second-phase traffic calming scheme at Ebenezer Road, Llanedi be referred to the Strategic Policy Committee and that its Report thereon be awaited.

      17.     Traffic Calming at Tycroes Road, Tycroes

      The Surveyor was pleased to confirm that the vehicle activated signs at the above location had been installed and were operational.

      NOTED.

      18.     Traffic Calming at Heol y Parc/Llannon Road, Hendy
      In the light of the contents of the Surveyor’s Report in respect of the above proposal, the Chairman graciously permitted Mr. B. Hopkin, a local resident who was present at the Meeting, to address the Meeting in order to express the misgivings of his neighbours and himself regarding the same.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the said concerns be relayed to the County Authority and that the response of the County Council (and any amended plans) be awaited; and

      That, on receipt of such response, the matter be referred to the Strategic Policy Committee for consideration together with other road safety schemes on a strategic basis.

      19.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road
      There was still no information to impart with regard to the above matter.

      RESOLVED that pressure be exerted on the County Authority to make progress in 

      its consultations with BT in the matter.
      Bus Shelters

20. Bus Shelters at Hendy

The Surveyor expanded upon the information regarding the bus shelters in question contained in his written Report.

RESOLVED as follows:-

That the Surveyor continue to monitor the condition of the bus shelters in order to assess the efficacy of the regular cleaning works undertaken; and
That the Surveyor examine the condition of the guttering on the said shelters and report back to Council.

Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

21.     Provision of Hanging Baskets
The Surveyor regretted that he had not had the opportunity, as intended, to obtain costings for he purposes of the above proposal but would do so as soon as possible.

RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls
22.     Annual Grants to Community Halls - Acknowledgements     

The Clerk placed before Council letters of acknowledgement of receipt of their annual grants received from the following:-

Tycroes Village Hall;
1st Tycroes Scout Group; and
Aelwyd yr Urdd yr Hendy.
NOTED.
      Other Projects
      23.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
(a) The Clerk stated that he had nothing further to report at present except to say
that he understood that the Youth Club at Hendy continued to be extremely popular.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited
(b) The Clerk was pleased to report  that he had met with Miss Sarah Powell of 
the County Council to discuss the possibility of engaging with the young people of Hendy and District with a view eventually to establishing a youth forum or youth council.  Miss Powell had responded enthusiastically to these ideas and had referred to a number of possible activities of which she had personal experience in other areas.  Initially, she had agreed to make contact with the young people in the area to ascertain what their wishes might be and possibly to assist them in organising a single ‘one-off’ project which, if successful, might lead to more ambitious schemes in the future.  She had stressed, however, that it would be important that Members should show a personal interest in the eventual activities, whatever they might be.

      RESOLVED that the further communication of Miss Powell be awaited.
24.     Youth Achievement Award   

The question was raised whether Council might pursue the suggestion posed at the last Monthly Meeting by the then Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas, that a specific award might be made by Council to recognise outstanding achievement in sport or any other field by young persons resident within the Community of Llanedi.

RESOLVED that consideration thereof be deferred until the next Meeting.

25.     Welsh Language Scheme – Welsh Language Training Seminar
The Clerk placed before Council an invitation received from the South West Wales Welsh for Adults Centre to a Seminar to be held at the Marriott Hotel, Swansea on the following day, the 21st May 2009.    The Seminar was to include   
The launch of new ‘Guidance on Organising Welsh Language Training in the Workplace’ published by the Welsh Assembly Government in association with the Welsh Language Board and the Welsh for Adults Centres.
The Clerk pointed out that it would not be practicable to arrange for attendance and that, in any event, Council had only two employees, viz. the Surveyor and himself, who were adhering to Council’s existing Welsh Language Scheme.  (The Scheme was, of course scheduled to be reviewed at the next monthly Meeting.)  Nevertheless, Mr. Jones thought that it would be well, for future reference, to be aware of the availability of the aforementioned ‘Guidance’.

NOTED. 

Other Grants
26.     Applications for Financial Assistance - Acknowledgements
      The Clerk placed before Council the letters of acknowledgement of receipt of  

      grant received from the following recipients:-
      Pwyllgor Glo-mân; and

      Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod.

      NOTED.
      27.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      (a)  The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance 

received.

RESOLVED that the following grants be made:-

Pontarddulais and Hendy Disabled Association - £220

Eisteddfod Gadeiriol yr Hendy - £500 (Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas declared 

interest)
Ammanford Town Silver Band - £365
(b) The Clerk also placed before Council an application for financial assistance 

received from Age Concern – Hendy.  Council was requested to consider raising the level of grant in the light of the much increased cost of items such as coach hire for trips for the elderly.  The organisation was also in much need of apparatus to assist with its programme of education and entertainment, such as a flat screen television for the hall at Arlan Gwili, a computer and Wii consoles.  Finally, an appeal was made for new and younger members to join its hard-working committee and Members of Council were invited to attend its meetings at Arlan Gwili.

The Clerk reminded Council that it had resolved, when setting the estimates for the year 2009-2010, that the level of grant to local organisations should be fixed at the rate awarded for the year 2008-2009.  However, the most recent grant to Age Concern – Hendy was made in the year 2007-2008.  Although it would be  undesirable from an accounting point of view, it was open to Council to award a retrospective grant for the year 2008-2009.  This would enable the organisation to make a further application during the current financial year.  The appropriate rate of grant (in accordance with the aforementioned resolution) was £250.

RESOLVED as follows:-

That a grant of £250 be made retrospectively to Age Concern – Hendy in respect of the financial year 2008-2009;

That Age Concern – Hendy be permitted to apply for a further grant in respect of  the current financial year; and

That the Members appointed to do so attend meetings of Age Concern – Hendy (subject to their receiving due notice).     
Policing

      28.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of April in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 7 offences, of which 3 had been detected to date.  Enquiries were ongoing in respect of the remainder.

      The crime figures were considered to be reasonable as was the position regarding 

      anti-social behaviour, save that, once again, a number of calls had been received 

      from one particular complainant.

      The Report also contained:-

      (i)    Notification that the next P.A.C.T. Meeting would be held on the 5th May  

      2009 at Llangennech Community Hall from 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m;
(ii)   A statement that the monthly priorities for March would be:

              (1)  Anti-social behaviour in Maesderi/Heol Morlais; and

                    (2)  Anti-social behaviour and under-age drinking in Clayton Road; and
             (iii) An update upon priorities and problems previously mentioned.

      NOTED.

      (b)  The Clerk then placed before Council the written Report received from 

  Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of   

  April in respect of the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 7 offences, of 
  which 3 had been detected, and enquiries were continuing in respect of 3 of the 
  remainder.  Regular pro-active policing was proving successful in the detection of  

  drug offences in the area.
      NOTED.

PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      29.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      In his Report the Surveyor confirmed that he was in the process of compiling a list 

      of comparative prices for referral to the Strategic Policy Committee, as had 

      previously been resolved.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Website
      30.     Development of Website and Translation Services
      Councillor R.B. Evans presented a further report upon the progress of the 

     development of Council’s Website.  The process was now nearing completion.

      The main development work had been carried out and the bill of £890.00 in 
      respect thereof received (see Minute no. 6 above).   A further single payment of 
      £20.00 would be required for the purpose of securing suitable priority with search 

      engines such as Google. 

      Councillor Evans also confirmed that each Member would have a new e-mail 

      address in the same format and that this would afford automatic access to his/her 

      existing e-mail address. 

      Councillor Evans reminded Members that it was now necessary to confirm the 
      arrangements for translation of the Minutes into Welsh (as previously resolved) so 
      that they might be published on the website.  Quotations had been obtained and 
      that of Miss H. Jones had compared favourably.  Based on an average of 3000 

      words per month, the monthly charge for the Minutes would be £150. (i.e. £0.05 

      per word). The translation of other specific documents would be undertaken at 

      £0.05 per word.  
      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the aforementioned payment of £20.00 be met; 

      That the further report of Councillor R.B. Evans be awaited; and
      That Miss H. Jones be engaged on the terms quoted by her to undertake the 

      translation of Council’s Minutes on a monthly basis and other documentation as 

      and when required. 

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
31.     Correspondence relating to Planning
The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Carmarthenshire County Council – Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan: Publication of Background Topic Papers;

City and County of Swansea – Local Development Plan:  Draft Delivery Agreement.
NOTED.

32.     Planning Applications – Surveyor’s Report
Consideration was given to the Planning Applications listed in the Surveyor’s Report.

NOTED.

Other Issues

      33.     Pedestrian Barriers at Tycroes Square
      The Surveyor confirmed that he was still pursuing the question of the maintenance 

      of the above barriers.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
34.     Correspondence relating to Other Issues
The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence relating to other issues:-

Carmarthenshire Community Health Council – Community Health Consultation: Consultation Events;

Llangollen International Eisteddfod – Concerts;

Welsh Assembly Government – Managing the Safety of Burial Ground Memorials;

Carmarthenshire Energy Agency & Menter Cwm Gwendraeth – Zero Carbon Communities Project: Free workshop;

Welsh Assembly Government – Local Government Partnership Scheme Report 2007-2008.

NOTED.

35.     Proposed Closure of Canolfan at Pontarddulais 

With the permission of the Chairman, he being satisfied that it was a matter of sufficient urgency, Councillor J.T. Jones expressed his deep concern at the proposed closure of the above facility at Pontarddulais.
RESOLVED that Council register its opposition in the strongest terms to such closure.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

      36.     Strategic Planning of Council Business and Expenditure   
      The Clerk summarised the changes to standard documentation and procedures and 
      the introduction of new documents which had been carried out with the intention 
      of assisting Council to exercise its functions more efficiently and effectively.  All 

      documents would be mutually compatible and Members and Officers would be 

      afforded a strategic overview of the business and finances of Council.  There 

      would no doubt be some early ‘teething troubles’, particularly with regard to the
      conduct of Meetings in view of the new format of the Agenda and Minutes, but 
      Mr. Jones felt that these innovations would soon prove their worth.
      The work of the Strategic Policy Committee had been crucial in bringing about 

      these changes and, the new procedures and documentation having been put in 

      place, the Committee would now be able to move on to consider and advise 

      Council upon specific projects such as traffic calming throughout the Community 

      and the provision and replacement of notice boards.
      RESOLVED that the next Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee be held as 

      soon as possible after the June Monthly Meeting.

      37.     Death of Councillor T.I. Griffiths
      With the permission of the Chairman, he being satisfied that it was a matter of

      sufficient urgency, the Clerk reported that he had sent formal notification of the 
      death of Councillor T.I. Griffiths to the County Authority and that he was now 

      awaiting directions with regard to the filling of the resultant vacancy in the 

      Tycroes Ward.
      NOTED.

      OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE
38. Local Development Plan – Public Meeting

Councillor R.C. Roberts presented a short report upon the above Meeting which he had attended.

NOTED.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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