Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 3rd June 2009 at Tycroes Village Hall
Present:          Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans,                 

                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.T. Jones, S.J. Lloyd-Janes, 
                        R.C. Roberts, Mrs B. Thomas, G.B. Thomas.

                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

1.     Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-
Councillors Mrs. J.L. Downes, R.B. Evans, O.L. Hathway, S.W. Higgins. 
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
Pursuant to his report to the previous Meeting of Council, the Chairman merely wished to add that the two former employees of Ammanford & District Citizens’ Advice Bureau who had been prosecuted for fraudulently misappropriating funds had been found guilty and sentenced appropriately.

In response to Councillor D.T. Enoch’s comment that it was essential that the finances of the Bureau should be adequately scrutinized in future, Councillor Griffiths stated that he was satisfied that appropriate arrangements were now in place to achieve that end.

NOTED.

3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED as follows:-

That the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 13th May 2009 be confirmed and signed;

That (subject to an agreed amendment to Minute no. 1 thereof) the Minutes of the Adjourned Annual Meeting of Council held on the 20th  May 2009 be confirmed and signed; and 
That the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the same date also be confirmed and signed.
      FINANCE      
      Payments

      4.     Payment of Accounts
(a) RESOLVED that the action taken by the Clerk in making the 

following payments be endorsed:-

J.L. Griffiths (part Chairman’s Allowance) - £1,246.50      
The Mountain Gate (balance Chairman’s Allowance) - £253.50

(b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

R.B. Evans - £62.03

Heart of Wales Line Travellers’ Association - £10.00

O.J. Jones - £9.70

5.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

Referring to the previous resolution to undertake a thorough review of the officers’ salaries and expenses, the Clerk reported that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services had issued the final arbitration panel settlement for 2008-2009 and that an increase of a further 0.03% above the interim award previously made had been agreed, giving a total increase of 2.75%.  Council had already implemented the interim increase.
RESOLVED as follows:-

That the salaries of the Clerk and Surveyor for the year 2008-2009 be retrospectively increased by a further 0.03% as aforesaid; and

That the review of officers’ salaries and expenses for the year 2009-2010 be initially referred to the Strategic Policy Committee.

Other Financial Matters

6.     Correspondence relating to Other  Financial Matters 
      The Clerk placed before Council the following communication received:-
      Welsh Assembly Government – Consultation on Proposed Changes to the 

      Accounts & Audit (Wales) Regulations 2005.
      NOTED.

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Amenity Areas
7.     Fferws Park, Tycroes

      There was nothing further to report regarding the problem of drinking of 
      alcohol and vandalism at the above location.           
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Footpaths
      8.     Absence of Footpath leading to Play Area at Fforest      

      Councillor G.B. Thomas drew attention to the fact that there was no footpath 

      connecting to to the nearby play area from the footpath leading from Squirrel’s 
      Walk, Fforest.

      RESOLVED that a Site Meeting be arranged to be attended by Councillors J.T. 

      Jones, S.J. Lloyd-Janes and G.B. Thomas and the Surveyor and that, thereafter, 

      the Surveyor report back to the next Meeting of Council.

      (Councillor J.T. Jones declared interest.)
      Play Areas
      9.     Hendy Park

      (a)  Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes briefly reported upon the position regarding 
progress of the proposed redevelopment of Hendy Park.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

(b) There was nothing further to report regarding the County Authority’s 
remedial work to the surface of the ground beneath the youth shelter at Hendy Park, which had been donated by Council.  
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review. 
      Sports Clubs

      10.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      Adding to the Surveyor’s written Report, the Clerk confirmed that Tycroes R.F.C. had been formally notified that a grant of £22,000 for the purposes of its major drainage scheme and that the Club had been apprised of the conditions attached thereto.  It was now a matter of awaiting the Club’s request for the release of the funds.  

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the further communication of Tycroes R.F.C. be awaited; and

      That the matter be included in a general review of the Additional Financial Assistance to Sports Clubs programme to be undertaken by the Strategic Policy Committee.
      (Councillor D.M. Evans declared interest)

      11.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      The Surveyor expanded briefly upon the information contained in his written Report.      
      RESOLVED that the matter be included in a general review of the Additional Financial Assistance to Sports Clubs programme to be undertaken by the Strategic Policy Committee.

      12.     Hendy A.F.C. and Hendy Juniors F.C. – Additional Financial 
                Assistance        
      The Clerk stated that he understood that the continued existence of Hendy A.F.C. was in some doubt.
      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That consideration of further financial assistance for the above clubs be deferred until the next Meeting, when it was hoped that fuller information would be available; and
      That the matter be included in a general review of the Additional Financial Assistance to Sports Clubs programme to be undertaken by the Strategic Policy Committee.

      13.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      The Surveyor had nothing to add to his written Report regarding the intentions and/or requirements of Hendy R.F.C.

      RESOLVED that the matter be included in a general review of the Additional Financial Assistance to Sports Clubs programme to be undertaken by the Strategic Policy Committee.      
      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      14.     Seats at the Church Hall, Llanedi and Tirprys, Tycroes
      Attention was drawn to the condition of the seats at the above locations.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor undertake an inspection of the seats in question and report back to Council at its next Meeting.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      15.     Heol y Felin – Lighting Pole     
      Further to his written Report, the Surveyor explained that the supply cable  providing electricity to the above light had been damaged by growing vegetation and that the County Authority was not prepared to repair the same until the offending vegetation had been cut back.

      RESOLVED that the Suveyor arrange a Site Meeting with the relevant parties in order to verify the ownership of the land and responsibility for the vegetation before reporting back to Council.

16.     Absence of Lighting at Footpath leading from Squirrel’s Walk, Fforest 

          and at nearby Play Area 
Pursuant to the above-minuted discussion of the need for a footpath at the above location, Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes drew attention to the fact that no public lighting was provided thereat.

The Surveyor explained that the cost of providing the necessary electricity supply would be prohibitive.

      NOTED.

      Road Safety

      17.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      There was no specific information to impart regarding Council’s rolling programme of traffic calming schemes.

      RESOLVED that the Srategic Policy Committee continue to review the rolling programme of traffic calming schemes and that the next Meeting of the Committee be held on Wednesday, the 17th June 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m., at Arlan Gwili, Hendy.
      18.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road
      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes confirmed that he was continuing to press the 

      County Council for progress upon the above matter.

      RESOLVED that the further report of County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes be 

      awaited.

      Bus Shelters

19.     Bus Shelters at Hendy

As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report -

NOTED. 

The Surveyor added that he was obtaining a quotation for the replacement of the window in the bus shelter at Talyclun.

RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

20.     Provision of Hanging Baskets
Further to his written Report, the Surveyor added that hanging baskets could only be affixed to steel lighting poles and gave an indication of the number of poles available within the Community of Llanedi.   

There was general agreement that the cost of providing a reasonable number of baskets was excessive and the possibility of installing wooden flower boxes at strategic locations was mooted.  

RESOLVED that, as the summer was well-advanced, no hanging baskets or flower boxes be provided for the current year but that the possibility of providing the same for the summer of 2010 be considered during the autumn.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

21.  Tycroes Village Hall
Councillor D.T. Enoch informed Members that a meeting of the Tycroes Village Hall Committee was to be held during the following week and that the proposed improvement of the hall was to be further discussed.  He hoped that he Surveyor would be able to attend in order to give his expert advice.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

22. Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas informed Council that the re-roofing of the Urdd Hall was under discussion.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      Other Projects
      23.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
The Clerk stated that there was at present nothing further to report regarding the  Youth Club at Hendy or the suggested youth project.

      RESOLVED that these matters be kept under re view.

24.     Youth Achievement Award   

No discussion took place of the suggestion that a specific award might be made by Council to recognise outstanding achievement in sport or any other field by young persons resident within the Community of Llanedi.

RESOLVED that consideration thereof be deferred until the next Meeting.

Other Grants
25.     Invitation to Donate Gift – Arlan Gwili, Hendy
      The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from the Sheltered

      Scheme Officer responsible for Arlan Gwili, Hendy inviting Council to consider
      donating a suitable gift to the Complex, which would shortly be celebrating its 

      thirtieth anniversary.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Meeting of 

      Council, at which time it was hoped that Councillors J.T. Jones and R.C. Roberts 

      would be able to provide further background information following their 

      attendance at a meeting of Age Concern Hendy & District, which they proposed to 

      attend at Arlan Gwili.

      26.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      (a)  The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance 

received.

RESOLVED that the following grants be made:-

Amman Valley Dementia Carers Support Group - £110

Clwb Gwyl Edi - £165
Policing

      27.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of  May in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 10 offences, of which 2 had been detected to date.  Enquiries were ongoing in respect of the remainder.  There had been an increase in the number of burglaries, the Hendy Industrial Estate being the main area to have suffered.

      Anti-social behaviour calls had been low during May.

      The Report also contained:-

      (i)    Notification that the next P.A.C.T. Meeting would be held on the 6th July  

      2009 at Llangennech Community Hall from 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m;
(ii)   An update on the monthly priorities.

      NOTED.

(b) The Clerk regretted that no Report had been received from Ammanford Police 
  Station in respect of the Tycroes area.  
      NOTED.

PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      28.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      With reference to the Surveyor’s written Report –

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor’s list of comparative prices be referred to the 

      Strategic Policy Committee at its next Meeting to enable initial consideration to be 

      given to Council’s intended rolling programme of the provision and replacement 

      of notice boards.

      Website
      29.     Development of Website and Translation Services
      Councillor W.A. Evans gave a brief update upon the development of Council’s 
      Website.  
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
30.     Planning Applications – Surveyor’s Report
Consideration was given to the Planning Applications listed in the Surveyor’s written Report, and also to an additional application reported by the Surveyor, viz. the proposed addition of a porch to Hendy R.F.C. clubhouse.
NOTED.

31.     Planning Decisions – Surveyor’s Report

Consideration was given to the Planning Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s written Report.

NOTED.

Other Issues

      32.     Pedestrian Barriers at Tycroes Square
      There was nothing to report as yet regarding the question of the maintenance of   

      the above barriers.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
33.    Other Issues – Corespondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Carmarthenshire Local Health Board – National Carers’ Week Event.
NOTED.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

      34.     One Voice Wales – Membership

      The Clerk confirmed that Council’s application for membership of the above 

      organisation had been submitted and accepted.
      NOTED.

      35.     Death of Councillor T.I. Griffiths – Resulting Vacancy
      The Clerk reported that he had now received from the Electoral Services Officer  

      and, as directed, posted upon the public notice boards Notice of Vacancy in the 

      Office of Councillor for the Tycroes Ward.  If no written request for an election 

      signed by 10 electors was received by the 19th June 2009, Council would fill the 

      vacancy under the relevant rules. 
      NOTED.

      36.     Society of Local Council Clerks – Conference for Wales
      The Clerk placed before Council notification of the above conference to be held 

      on the 7th July 2009 at Llandudno.  Mr. Jones was uncertain whether he would be 

      able to attend. 
      RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to attend the above conference and that 

      the fee of £49.00 plus V.A.T. be paid if he chose to do so. 

37.    Fire at Warehouse
The Clerk regretted to report that intruders had set fire to the warehouse where a quantity of Council’s papers and two small filing cabinets were temporarily being stored.  The loss was minimal in financial terms.  Only a small quantity of paperwork had been salvaged, the remainder having been destroyed by fire or water.  Mr. Jones was hopeful that nothing of value had been lost which could not be replaced but he would keep Members informed as matters became clearer over time.

NOTED.  
      OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE
38. Carmarthenshire Partnership Annual Forum
Councillor D.M. Davies presented a short report upon the above Meeting which he had attended on behalf of Council.
NOTED.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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