Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 1st April 2009 at Tycroes Village Hall.
Present:          Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, W.A. Evans, 
                        Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.L. Griffiths, T.I. Griffiths, O.L. Hathway, 

                        J.T. Jones, S.J. Lloyd-Janes, R.C. Roberts, G.B. Thomas. 

                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

                        Mrs. L. Beer (Carmarthenshire County Council).
Apologies:      Councillors D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans.
1. Carmarthenshire County Council – Rural Housing Enabler
The Chairman extended a warm welcome to Mrs. Lynne Beer, the Rural Housing Enabler of Carmarthenshire County Council, who was attending the Meeting at the invitation of Council.                

Mrs. Beer outlined her role, which was essentially to address the “hidden need” for housing in rural communities.  There was a requirement both for newly built houses and for existing vacant houses to be made available.  Hers was an independent post not directly linked to the County Housing or Planning Departments.  
A Housing Need Assessment was being undertaken.  In the Community of Llanedi there were hardly any “affordable” homes (i.e. 3-bedroom houses costing approximately £84,000 or 2-bedroom houses costing about £74,000) available for purchase.  
Various solutions to the problem could be considered, such as shared ownership schemes, housing association rent-to-buy schemes, community land trusts and specific permission for residential building outside the development limits.  It was open to each rural Community Council to decide whether there was a need for affordable housing within its area.

Mrs. Beer then responded to a variety of questions put to her by Members and Officers.

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Beer for the most interesting and useful information which she had imparted.

NOTED.

2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman reported she had attended on behalf of Council a Charity Concert at the Lyric Theatre, Carmarthen organised by the Rotary Club of Carmarthen and the Ammanford Town Mayor’s Ball at the Aman Centre, Ammanford and that both events had been hugely enjoyable.  

Councillor Mrs. Thomas then took the opportunity to congratulate Councillor R.C. Roberts and Mrs. Roberts on the occasion of their Golden Wedding and to express on behalf of all Members and Officers their sincere good wishes.  Councillor Roberts thanked her for her kind words.

The Chairman then made reference to the outstanding sporting achievements of two young people, in particular, both of whom had been brought up in the Community of Llanedi, namely Non Evans and Alaw Thomas.  Councillor Mrs. Thomas stated that she had been giving some thought as to how these shining examples of youthful endeavour might best be afforded due recognition.

Finally, the Chairman announced that the annual Chairman’s Dinner would be held at the Mountain Gate Inn, Tycroes, on Friday the 1st May 2009, commencing at 7.30 p.m.
NOTED.

3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 4th March 2009 confirmed and signed.
      MATTERS ARISING

      4.     Aelwyd yr Urdd yr Hendy and Tycroes Village Hall      
      Councillor J.L. Griffiths merely informed Members that it had been decided by the Tycroes Village Hall Committee to proceed with the extension and improvement of the Hall and that costings were now being undertaken.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      5.     Hendy Swimming Pool and Park
(a)  Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes stated that a further Public Meeting was to be 
held at Hendy during April or May to ascertain the opinion of local residents with regard to the current proposals for the redevelopment of Hendy Park.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

(b)  The Clerk stated that there was no new information to impart regarding the 

raising of the ground level beneath the youth shelter at Hendy Park (which had been donated by Council).  
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review,
      6.     Excessive Speed of Traffic through Village of Llanedi

The Clerk reported that he was still awaiting the further communication of the relevant officer of the County Authority regarding the possibility of a second phase of traffic calming works at the above location, possibly linking with a road safety scheme for Llanedi School.

RESOLVED that the further communication of the County Council be awaited.
      7.     Tycroes Youth Project and Llwchwr Trail
There was again no new information to impart at present regarding the above schemes.
RESOLVED that these matters be kept under review.

      8.     Street Signs at ‘Clos Bryngwili’, Hendy
      The Clerk stated that, yet again, he had to report that the above signs had not been 
      installed.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
9.     Car Sharers’ Car Park near Motorway Junction at Hendy

The Clerk confirmed that he had written further upon the above proposal to the County Council and was awaiting a reply.

RESOLVED that the response of the County Authority be awaited.

      10.     Traffic Calming at Tycroes Road, Tycroes
The Clerk stated that he had been assured that the delivery of the equipment for the above partnership scheme was imminent, as was the issue of the relevant invoice to Council.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      11.     Website, Newsletter and Translation Service – ‘Awards for All’
Councillor W.A. Evans gave a short report upon the further progress of the above projects.  He explained that it was intended that Members should have their own individual e-mail addresses on the website but that these addresses would all have the same format and would be automatically channelled to Members’ own personal addresses, which would remain private if so wished. 
The Clerk added that he had been asked to seek Council’s authority for expenditure of approximately £500.00, being the development costs to date, and a further £530.00, being the cost of purchasing the necessary software.

RESOLVED as follows:-

That the aforementioned approximate expenditure of £1,030.00 be approved; and

That the further report of Councillor W.A. Evans and/or Councillor R.B. Evans be awaited.

      12.     Strategic Planning of Council Business and Expenditure   
      The Clerk presented a short report upon the Meeting of the Strategic Policy 
      Committee held on the 18th March 2009, at which a second draft of the proposed 

      Strategic Overview document had been produced and was now placed before 

      Council for approval.  Progress had also been made with the suggested 

      modifications to the Agenda and Minutes of Monthly Meetings.  

      The Clerk added that a further Meeting of the Committee was now urgently 

      needed to enable the new documentation and procedures to be implemented 

      immediately after the forthcoming Annual Meeting.

      RESOLVED as follows:

      That the second draft Strategic Overview document be approved; and
      That a further Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee be held at Arlan Gwili, 
      Hendy on the 16th April 2009, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
      13.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road
      There was no information to impart with regard to the above matter at present.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
14.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
(a) The Clerk stated that he had now received a reply from the County Youth
Service stating that the cost of funding one additional youth worker at Hendy Youth Club for the forthcoming financial year would be £1,309.00.  However, the rental payable to Aelwydd yr Urdd yr Hendy had not yet been made known.
The Chairman (who was also a member of the Urdd Hall Committee) was able to state that the rent for the year would be £800.00.

RESOLVED as follows:

That the sum of £1,309.00, being the cost of funding an additional youth worker as aforesaid, be paid by Council;

That the aforementioned rent of £800.00 be paid by Council; and

That the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

(The Chairman and Councillors R.C. Roberts and G.B. Thomas declared interest.)

(b)  The Clerk was pleased to report that he had now contacted Sarah Powell, the  officer of the County Authority who it was hoped would be able to assist with other projects such as the formation of a Youth Council and/or Youth Forum, and that he expected to be able to meet with her in the near future.
RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

15.     Swansea Building Society – Investment of Surplus Funds

The Clerk confirmed that, in view of the recent uncertainty in the financial world, he had refrained from taking advice regarding the possible variation of the investment of Council’s reserve funds.  However, he did intend to make some cautious enquiries in due course.

RESOLVED that further report of the Clerk be awaited.
      16.     Foul Discharge from Premises in Fforest Road, Hendy
      The Clerk confirmed that confirmation had been received from the County 
      Authority that the necessary permanent works had been carried out to prevent a 
      recurrence of the above-mentioned problem.

      NOTED.  
      17.     Flooding at Bryngwili Road, Hendy
      The Clerk reported further upon his continuing correspondence with the bodies 

      concerned relating to the above incident and stated that he felt that the response of 

      the County Authority, in particular, had been less than satisfactory.  He would be 

      pressing the relevant officer once more for a more specific response to the 

      complaints made. 
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

18.     Anti-social Behaviour at Tycroes Park

The Clerk stated that he was not aware of any recurrence of the behavioural problems at the above location which had previously been discussed.

There was general agreement that no further action on the part of Council was warranted at the present time.

NOTED.

      19.     Pedestrian Barriers at Tycroes Square
      The Surveyor confirmed that he was pursuing the question of the maintenance of 

      the above barriers.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

20.     Recycling of Household Waste

(a) The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Head of Street 

      Scene of the County Authority stating (as regards the disposal of glass) as follows:
      “The advice contained in the information packs provided to residents on the new 

      kerbside recycling scheme is to take the glass to the local recycling centre/bring 

      site.  If they are unable to do this they are advised to place it in the black bags 
      with the rest of their residual waste.”
      RESOLVED that the aforementioned advice be accepted and that Members 

      convey the same to residents where appropriate.

(b) County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes supplied further detailed information 

regarding the establishment of additional can and bottle banks within Council’s area.

      NOTED.

(c) No further specific information was to hand regarding the suggestion that 

Council might play its part in the protection of the environment by instituting a ‘Green Award’ to recognise persons who had taken significant action to contribute to the protection of the local environment.
      RESOLVED that consideration of this matter be deferred until the next Meeting 

      of Council.

      21.     Parking of Large Vehicle at Fforest Road, Hendy – Obstruction
      Councillor Mrs. J.L. Downes stated that the nuisance arising from the 

      parking of a large vehicle in Fforest Road, Hendy had now abated and that there 

      had been no sign of the vehicle for some time.

      NOTED.
      22.     Pontarddulais & Hendy Carnival 2009
      The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from the Festival 

      Committee inviting Council’s Chairman to attend the aforementioned event.

      RESOLVED that the Chairman for the year 2009-2010 and his chosen Consort 

      represent Council at the above event.  

23.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Local Development Plan:  

          Publication of Candidate Site Register
A short discussion took place regarding the above matter.

RESOLVED that the Surveyor prepare a schedule of his comments thereon for placing before Members as soon as practicable.

24.     Unauthorised Development at Gelli Gilion Farm, Sardis
Councillor D.M. Davies reported that the caravan at the above location appeared now to have been removed.

NOTED.

      25.     CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence:-

Cruse Bereavement Care Carmarthenshire – Acknowledgement of Grant.

Grwp Chwarae’r Hendy - Acknowledgement of Grant.
Nia Griffith, M.P. – Consultation Meetings: New Care and Support System for the Elderly.

Pontarddulais Town Council – Mayor’s Charity Concert.

National Association of Councillors – Ordinary Meeting: Wales Region.
National Assembly for Wales – Invitation to Visit National Assembly Senedd Building.

Carmarthenshire County Council – Coastal Engineering Group: Swansea & Carmarthen Bay Shoreline Management Plan.

Carmarthenshire Association of Voluntary Services – Annual General Meeting.

Carmarthenshire County Council – International Women’s Day.

Carmarthenshire County Council – Armed Forces Day.

Carmarthenshire County Council – Tree Preservation Order 2009: Sycamore Tree at Llanedi Road, Pontarddulais (TPO S52).

Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – ‘A Line in the Sand’ Newsletter.
Trinity University College Carmarthen – Trinity Awards.
      NOTED.

      26.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the Applications for Financial Assistance 
      received accompanied by suitable accounting details:-

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      Pontarddulais and District Community Car Scheme Ltd. 
      That a grant of £110 be made.

      Pwyllgor Glo-mân

      That a grant of £75 be made.

Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod.

That a grant of £55 be made.

27.     Carmarthenshire Partnership – Annual Forum 2009

The Clerk placed before Council an invitation to attend the above meeting received from Carmarthenshire County Council.

RESOLVED that Council be represented at the said meeting by Councillor. D.M. Davies.

28.     One Voice Wales – Membership 2009-2010

The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Chief Executive of the above organisation once again inviting Council to become a member.

RESOLVED that a representative of One Voice Wales be invited to address Council at its next Meeting so as to enable Members to take an informed decision upon the said invitation.

      29.    ACCOUNTS
  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

Carmarthenshire County Council - £3,298.20
Carmarthenshire County Council - £3,000.00

SWALEC - £17.94

Heart of Wales Line Travellers’ Association - £10.00

30.     SURVEYOR’S REPORT

(a)    Planning Applications (Report Item 1)
      NOTED.

      (b)    Planning Decisions (Report Item 2)
      NOTED.

      (c)    County Council Matters (Report Item 3)
      NOTED.

(d)   Other Matters (Report Item 4)

· As to Hendy Cricket Ground, in addition to his written Report, the Surveyor outlined to Members a major drainage scheme which would be expected to solve the current problems at a cost of approximately £65,000.  He added that it would be possible to proceed with a smaller preliminary scheme not directly affecting the playing area at a cost of about £9,000.  It was considered unlikely that it would be possible to play league matches on the ground during the forthcoming season and that Hendy Cricket Club would have to play its home matches at South Llanelli Cricket Ground.  The Surveyor would continue to liaise with the officials of the Club.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That Council pledge the sum of £500 towards the cost of hiring the 
      aforementioned ground at Llanelli  at a fee of £30.00 per game; and
      That the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

· As to the seat at Coopers, Tycroes –

NOTED.

· As to the replacement and provision of notice boards –

RESOLVED that the matter be referred to the Strategic Policy Committee.

· As to the landscaping contracts for the year 2009-2010 –

RESOLVED that the Surveyor be authorised to agree with the contractors an increase of 5% over the previous year’s prices.

      (e)   Bus Shelters
In addition to his written report, the Surveyor apprised Members of the quotations which he had obtained for the cleaning and painting of the three relevant bus shelters.

RESOLVED that the Surveyor engage contractors to carry out the following works on the terms specified:-

(i) the initial ‘deep cleaning’ of the bus shelters at a total price of £210.00;

(ii) the regular cleaning of the shelters on a 4-weekly basis at a price per visit of £60.00; and

(iii) the painting of the appropriate parts of the shelters at a total price of £200.00.

(f)   Hendy Village Green
In addition to his written report, the Surveyor reported that Welsh Water had agreed to surface the parking area (which was to be constructed for the use of its vehicles when works were being carried out to its apparatus at the above location) with ‘grasscrete’ and to instal four demountable bollards to prevent unauthorised parking on the said area.

NOTED.

(g)   Fferws Park, Tycroes   

In addition to his written Report, the Surveyor informed Council that, pursuant to a letter of complaint received from a local resident, he had arranged for the above park to be cleared of litter which had been strewn across its surface.  Mr. Jones was also of the opinion that the present number of litter bins was inadequate. 

RESOLVED that the Surveyor be authorised to purchase from the County Council such litter bins as were necessary to replace those which had been damaged or removed and such additional bins as he, at his discretion, considered necessary.

      31.     POLICE REPORT
      The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Llwynhendy 
      Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of March in 
      respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 9 offences, of which
      2 had been detected to date.

      The crime figures were considered to be reasonable as was the position regarding 

      anti-social behaviour, save that a number of calls had been received from one 

      particular complainant.

      The Report also contained:-

      (a)  Notification that the next P.A.C.T. Meeting would be held on the 6th April 

      2009 at Llangennech Community Hall from 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.
(b)  A statement that the monthly priorities for March would be:

(1) Vehicles travelling the wrong way down the one-way system in Bronallt Road; and
(2) Dog fouling on Heol y Plas, Carmarthen Road and Llanedi Road;

(c) An update upon the problem of dog fouling (as mentioned above), to the 

effect that numerous patrols had been conducted by both the Neighbourhood Policing Team and enforcement officers from the County Council but no offences had been witnessed and that local residents had been advised that, if they should witness an offence and were prepared to provide a statement, action would be taken; and
(d) A report of the latest position regarding under age drinking and anti-social 

behaviour in the area (the problem of broken glass in Hendy Park being highlighted).
NOTED.

The Clerk regretted that no Report had been received from Ammanford Police Station in respect of the Tycroes area but suggested that this was probably because the Meeting fell upon the first day of the month and that the crime figures were not yet to hand.

NOTED.

32.     COUNCILLORS’ AND OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

Councillor J.L. Griffiths reported that he had attended on behalf of Council the Annual General Meeting of Ammanford and District Citizens’ Advice Bureau.  Local Councils were well-represented at the Meeting.  New officers had been appointed.  He was pleased to say that he had formed the impression that the Bureau was now well-organised.  The prosecution of previous employees of the Bureau for fraud was, of course, continuing.

NOTED.

Councillor R.C. Roberts presented a short report upon the Open Meeting of the All Wales Convention, which he had attended on behalf of Council.  The meeting had been attended by some 85 people.  The majority had been in favour of additional devolved powers for Wales but there had been concerns that procedures were long-winded and costly.

NOTED.      

      ANY OTHER BUSINESS
      33.     Hanging Baskets
      Councillor Mrs. J.L. Downes enquired whether consideration might be given to 

      the provision of hanging baskets, which were an attractive feature of streets in 

      other areas.

      For the information of Members, the Clerk merely mentioned that the proposal

      had been considered by Council some years previously but had been rejected on 

      the grounds of cost, the problem being that the Community of Llanedi did not 

      have a single focal point and that the principal villages had extremely long main 

      streets.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor obtain up-to-date costings for consideration by 
      Council at its next Meeting.
      34.     Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the Year 2009-2010
      The Clerk reminded Council that, in accordance with Standing Orders, it was

      necessary to select a Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year, both 

      of whom would then be formally elected at the Annual Meeting, which would be 

      held on Wednesday, the 6th May 2009, at Tycroes Village Hall.

      As to the Chairman, it was customary for the current Vice-Chairman to be elected

      to that position.  The current Vice-Chairman was, of course, Councillor J.L. 

      Griffiths. 

      As to the Vice-Chairman, where the Chairman was drawn from the Tycroes and 

      Llanedi Wards, it was customary that he be selected by seniority from the Hendy

      Ward.  There were three Members ranking in equal seniority in the Hendy Ward.
      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That Councillor J.L. Griffiths be selected for election at the forthcoming Annual 

      Meeting as Chairman of Llanedi Community Council for the year 2009-2010; and

      That Councillor G.B. Thomas be selected for election at the forthcoming Annual 

      Meeting as Vice-Chairman of Llanedi Community Council for the year 2009-

      2010.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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