Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 18th May 2011 at Tycroes Village Hall
Present:          Councillor D.M. Evans (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.T. Enoch, R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans, 
                        J.L. Griffiths, Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins, S.W. Higgins, R.M. Lewis, 
                        S.J. Lloyd-Janes, R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. D.R. Davies (Surveyor).  

                        Mr. C. Cray (Carmarthenshire County Council Youth Service).

(Councillor S.W. Higgins, having an unavoidable engagement elsewhere, left the 

Meeting at 7.00 p.m. with the kind permission of the Chairman)
      1.     Apologies for Absence  
              [AGENDA ITEM 1]
      Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from Councillors 
      D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes , Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.T. Jones and G.B. Thomas. 
      NOTED.
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters  
        [AGENDA ITEM 2]
The Chairman stated that there were no personal matters to report save that Councillor R.C. Roberts, the Vice-Chairman, had kindly agreed to represent the Council at Eisteddfod Gadeiriol yr Hendy on his behalf.

NOTED.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes  
              [AGENDA ITEM 3]
RESOLVED  that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 6th April 2011 be confirmed and signed subject to the following amendment –
In Minute 6, Publicity relating to Precept [AGENDA ITEM 4.3.3], delete the following words -
     “Attention was drawn with disappointment to certain statements made by 

      Members of the Council in the public domain (viz. in a local newspaper and a 

      party newsletter), which, it was alleged, were both inaccurate and politically 

      motivated inasmuch as it had been suggested that the Council had only been 

      prevented by the intervention of the members of one political party from 

      making further increases in the precept at the instigation of members of 

      another party (and of one member in particular).  It was pointed out that the 

      voting on the matter had not, in fact, been along party lines.

And insert the following words –
     “Attention was drawn, with disappointment, to statements made by certain 

      Labour Members of the Council in letters published in the Carmarthen Journal 

      and SouthWales Guardian during the week beginning the 7th March 2011 and  

      to similar assertions made in the Labour Party Newsletter, distributed to 

      homes in the Hendy Ward at or about this time.  

      It was alleged that these statements were politically motivated, inaccurate and 
      misleading.  The statements claimed that the increase in the precept was due 
      solely to the collective action of Plaid Cymru Members and that an even 
      higher increase was forestalled due to the intervention of Labour Party 
      Members.  

      The Council was reminded that the first proposal to raise the precept was made 

      by an Independent Member and was rejected.  A second proposal to raise the 

      precept to its current level was made by a Labour Member, this receiving 

      cross-party, majority support.  It was pointed out that voting on this matter had 

      not been along party lines. 
      Deep regret was expressed that the current Chairman had been named in the 
      published letters and that the reports of actions attributed to him were wholly 
      false.”
FURTHER RESOLVED the Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Council held on the 11th April 2011 be confirmed and signed.

 FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts  
              [AGENDA ITEM 4.1]
      The Clerk reported that the sum of £45,186.00, being the first instalment of the precept, had been received from Carmarthenshire County Council. 

      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts  
              [AGENDA ITEM 4.2]
      (a)  RESOLVED that the action of the Clerk in making the following payments be endorsed:-

      Innovate Community Co-operative - £296.55
      O.J. Jones - £793.27

      O.J. Jones - £15.00

      O.J. Jones - £42.50

      Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water - £400.69
      Jac Jones - £100.00
      O.J. Jones - £37.80
      SET Swansea Ltd. - £2.25 

      (b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-
SET Swansea Ltd. - £56.04

I.Q.P. - £495.50
O.J. Jones - £4.50
O.J. Jones - £12.10
HMRC - £466.23

Quantum GB) Limited - £2094.12
D.M. Evans - £1203.45

Menter Cwm Gwendraeth - £180.00
      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Amenity Areas

      6.     Fferws Park, Tycroes
              [AGENDA ITEM 5.2.4]

      As to the information relating to grass-cutting and the condition of benches at the 

      above location contained in the written Report of the Surveyor –

      NOTED.

      Footpaths

      7.     Footpath from Squirrel’s Walk, Fforest to Clayton Road. Hendy - Litter
              [AGENDA ITEM 5.3.1]
      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes informed Members that he County Authority 

      was prepared to instal a litter bin at the lower end of the above footpath.  

      However, the optimum position for the placement of the bin would be attached to 
      the handrail previously installed by the Community Council and its permission 

      was required for this to be done.

      RESOLVED that the County Authority be permitted to instal a litter bin at the 

      above location as described.

     8.     Maintenance and Improvement of Footpaths

              [AGENDA ITEM 5.3.4]
      (a)  As to the information relating to the cutting of vegetation on footpaths   

      contained in the written Report of the Surveyor –
      NOTED.

      (b)  As to the comments in relation to responsibility for the care and improvement 
      of footpaths in general made by the Surveyor in his written Report, following a 
      general discussion, it was  –

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor discuss future arrangements with the relevant 
      officer of the County Authority and report back to the Council in due course.
      Play Areas

      9.     Hendy Park  
              [AGENDA ITEM 5.4.1]  
      (a)  The Clerk presented a Report upon the progress of the preparation of the 

      initial grant application for the installation of a multi-use games area as the 
      centrepiece of the second phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park.  In the light

      of representations made by Hendy R.F.C., it was now proposed to instal a 

      synthetic grass surface in the facility and all outstanding matters had been 

      resolved with the relevant officers of the County Council.  The necessary 

      additional quotations had been obtained from appropriated suppliers.  The 

      submission of the formal application to the funding body was imminent but it was 

      necessary to select a preferred option from the further quotations received.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk, in consultation with the Surveyor, be authorised 
      to select the preferred option from the quotations received for the purposes of the 

      application and that the matter be kept under review.

      (b)  Attention was drawn to the damage which had occurred to a pillar in Hendy 

      Park which had been part of the boundary of the now-demolished swimming pool

      and which was intended to be retained as part of the proposed memorial to the 

      people of Hendy who had constructed the pool (such memorial being comprised in 
      the redevelopment plan).
      RESOLVED that the Surveyor carry out an inspection of the pillar in question 

      and report back to the Council on its condition. 

      (c)  Members discussed the lack of progress with regard to addressing the problem 

      of the erosion of the river bank at Hendy Park. 
      RESOLVED that the Surveyor again take the matter up with the relevant officer 
      of the County Council, being the riparian owner and, as such, the body 

      responsible for the river bank. 
      10.     Llanedi Play Area
                [AGENDA ITEM 5.4.4]
      The Surveyor elaborated upon the information relating to the condition of the 

      play equipment at the above location contained in his written Report.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor take such steps as he considered appropriate with a 
      view to restoring the equipment to its proper condition and maintaining it 

      thereafter to the standard required.   
      Sports Clubs

      11.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance  

              [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]
      Members again discussed the position of Hendy Cricket Club and there was 

      general agreement that efforts had to be redoubled to resolve the basic problem of 

      drainage in order to prevent the club from going into extinction.

      RESOLVED that further urgent talks take place with representatives of the club.

      12.     Hendy Juniors F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance
                [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]

      The action of the Clerk in paying the above Hendy Juniors F.C.’s water rates bill 

      having been endorsed earlier in the Meeting, Members were then presented with 

      quotations received for the works considered necessary to restore its changing 

      room and clubhouse to an acceptable condition.

      RESOLVED that Mr. D.R. Davies undertake an inspection of the building and 

      present a Report upon its condition to the Council at its next Meeting.

      13.     Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

                [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]

      With reference to the Council’s resolution to meet the cost of essential repairs 

      to the floodlights at the Hendy R.F.C. rugby ground in Hendy Park under the 

      rolling programme of additional financial assistance to sports clubs, the Clerk 

      stated that he was now still awaiting a report from the Club on the progress of the 

      works.

      RESOLVED that the further communication of Hendy R.F.C. be awaited.

      14.     Llanedi Community Sports Association
                [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]

      There was no further information to impart for the present with regard to the 
      Sports Association.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates

      15.     Wayside Seat at Fforest Road
                [AGENDA ITEM 5.6.3]
      It was pointed out to Members, that, during the recent road works at Fforest Road, 

      a much-used wayside seat had been removed and not replaced.

      RESOLVED that the Highway Authority be asked to restore the seat to its former 
      location.

      FUTHER RESOLVED that the question of the planned maintenance of the 

      wayside seats within the Community (as recommended by the Surveyor) be 

      referred to the Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Road Safety
      16.     Traffic Calming – Heol y Parc, Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1] 
      The second phase of above works remained to be carried out. 

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      17.     “Keep Clear” Road Markings / Mini Roundabout at Motorway 
                Junction, Hendy

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1] 
      There was no further information to impart for the present relating to the above 

      matter. 
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      18.     Pedestrian Crossing at Tycroes School, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      County Councillor D.T. Enoch reported that it was intended that appropriate 

      provision for the safety of children at the entrance to Tycroes School should be 

      made on completion of the major improvement works currently being carried out 

      to the school. 
      RESOLVED that details of such provision be awaited but that, in the meantime
      and as previously resolved, the Clerk continue to seek information from the Welsh 

      Assembly Government as to the outcome of the priority based speed limit review   

      in respect of this section of the A483 which was to have been carried out.
      19.     Road Safety Issues at Tycroes Road, Tycroes

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      Members were informed that the work of raising a petition in connection with the 
      above matter, as previously agreed, had now commenced.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Bus Shelters

      20.     Bus Shelter at Llanedi

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.3.4]

      As to the information provided in the written Report of the Surveyor to the 

      effect that instructions had been given for the repair of a damaged bus shelter at 

      Llanedi –

      NOTED.
      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

      21.     Proposed Community Centre at Hendy

                [AGENDA ITEM 7.1.1]
      (a)  There was no further information to impart at present regarding the specific 

      proposal (subject to the consent of Hendy Cricket Club) to commission a 
      feasibility study into the construction of a community centre on land forming part 
      of Hendy Cricket Ground and having a frontage to Bryngwili Road, Hendy.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      (b)  There was no further information to impart at present regarding the proposal 

      that the Council might to accept a voluntary assignment of the existing lease of the 
      Urdd Hall at Hendy with a view to its being used on an interim basis as a village 
      hall or community centre pending the construction in the longer term of a new 
      facility.  

      RESOLVED that the recommendation of the Hendy Ward Members be awaited.

      Other Projects

      22.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      The Chairman extended a warm welcome to Mr. C. Cray of the Carmarthenshire County Council Youth Service, who was attending the Meeting at the invitation of the Council.  

      Mr. Cray then presented a report upon the work of the Youth Service in Hendy with particular reference to the Youth Club at the Urdd Hall (for the purposes of which the Council had financed the employment of an additional Youth Worker in recent years).  The position had been somewhat depressing inasmuch as there had been a significant reduction in the numbers of young people attending the Youth Club and it had been difficult to engender enthusiasm for specific projects.  Mr. Cray described the various efforts made in vain to encourage young people to participate.  However, he was pleased to say that, more recently, there had been an influx of new attendees and that he was hopeful that it would be possible to build on this improvement with a view to securing a good level of regular attendance at the Club and, possibly, organising a specific youth project.  Any proposals which the Council might make would be welcomed.  A more detailed written Report was also circulated to Members.
      RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Meeting of the Council.

      23.     Memorial to Terry Price
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      There was no new information to impart for the present with regard to the above project.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      24.     Menter Cwm Gwendraeth – ‘Vision Day’

                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      There was no information to impart for the present regarding the availability of funding for the above proposed event.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

Other Grants

      25.    Applications for Financial Assistance - Acknowledgements     
               [AGENDA ITEM 7.3.2]
      (a)  The Clerk placed before the Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:-

      Miss Cadi Cliff

      Heart of Wales Line Forum

      Grŵp Chwarae’r Hendy

      Pontarddulais and District Leisure Learners

      NOTED.

      (b)  The Clerk also placed before the Council an acknowledgement received from 
      Age Concern Hendy of the grant recently awarded to the organisation for the 
      financial year 2010-11.  It was requested that consideration be given to increasing 
      the said grant.

      RESOLVED that the Council adhere to its general policy that the level of grants 

      in this category be frozen until further notice.

      Other Community Matters
      26.     Reading Room, Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.5.1]         
      The Clerk reported that an inspection of the above premises had been carried out  

      by a number of Hendy Ward Members, the Surveyor and the Clerk in the 

      presence of Mr. S. Dawson of the County Authority’s Resources Department.  
      Members had been favourably impressed with the general condition of the 
      property and with its suitability for the purposes intended should it be transferred 
      to the Council (i.e. as a ‘reading room’ for use by local people, a mini-museum 

      and a meeting room for letting to local groups and organisations and for use by the 

      Council itself).  The building would require only modest adaptions (viz. the    

      installation of a toilet and small kitchen). 
      It now remained for the County Authority to be convinced that a voluntary 

      transfer to the Community Council for community purposes was justified and a 

      business plan to that end was being prepared for presentation to the County 

      Council.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      27.     Llais Llanedi
                [AGENDA ITEM 8.3.1]
      On behalf of the Newsletter Working Group, Councillor W.A. Evans once more
      reminded Members that material was required for inclusion in the next issue of 
      Llais Llanedi.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Working Group be awaited.
      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
28.     Planning Applications and Decisions

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.1.2]
(a)  The following Planning Applications were placed before the Council:-

S/24696 – Barn Conversion to Holiday Let Unit – Llwyn y Rhos, Coopers Road, Tycroes (Full);

S/24711 – Installation of Multi Use Games Area and Creation of Associated Floodlighting (6 in No.) – Hendy Park (Full);

s/24730 – Proposed Rear Extension to Bungalow and Conversion of Attic Space to Living Accommodation – 70 Ammanford Road, Tycroes (Full).
NOTED.

(b)  No Planning Decisions had been received.

NOTED.

Other Issues
29.     Other Issues – Correspondence

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.2.2]
The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence which had been received:-

Carmarthenshire County Council – Armed Forces Day
NOTED.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

30.      One Voice Wales – Renewal of Membership

           [AGENDA ITEM 10.2]
The Clerk placed before the Council a letter received from One Voice Wales inviting the Council to renew its membership of the organisation for the year 2011-2012, consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting.
RESOLVED that the Council’s membership of the above-mentioned organisation should not be renewed for the year 2011-2012.
Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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