Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 2nd March 2011 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy
Present:          Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, 
                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.L. Griffiths, Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins, 
                        S.W. Higgins, S.J. Lloyd-Janes, J.T. Jones, R.C. Roberts, 
                        Mrs. B. Thomas. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                  Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

      1.     Apologies for Absence  
              [AGENDA ITEM 1]
      An apology for his absence from the Meeting was received from Councillor 
      D.T. Enoch. 
      NOTED.
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters  
        [AGENDA ITEM 2]
(a)  The Chairman stated that he had no reports to present in respect of the previous month.

NOTED.

      (b)  The Clerk stated that he had received a communication from the Pontarddulais 
      and Hendy Festival Committee inviting the Chairman and Consort to attend the 

      annual carnival to be held on Saturday, the 25th June 2011, and also requesting 

      that a representative be put forward to assist in the judging of the window dressing 

      competition on Friday, the 24th June 2011.

      RESOLVED that the Festival Committee be advised that Council would be 
      represented at both the carnival itself and the judging of the window dressing 
      competition.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes  
              [AGENDA ITEM 3]
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 2nd February 2011 and of the Special Meeting held on the 15th February 2011 be confirmed and signed.

 FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts  
              [AGENDA ITEM 4.1]
      The Clerk informed Council that there were no receipts to report. 

      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts  
              [AGENDA ITEM 4.2]
      RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-
E.H. Jones - £1,162.67 

O.J. Jones - £2,303.14
HMRC - £1,141.05

E.H. Jones - £12.99

R.B. Evans (1 & 1 Internet Limited) - £10.79

Gwen Jones - £140.50

Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales - £20.00

O.J. Jones - £32.98

Northcliffe Media Limited - £1,228.32

SWALEC - £223.11

SET (Swansea) Limited - £20.80

6.     Mr. E.H. Jones – Retirement Gratuity  
        [AGENDA ITEM 4.2]
Referring to the impending retirement of the Surveyor, Mr. E.H. Jones, the Clerk invited Members to consider the payment to him of a retirement gratuity.

RESOLVED that the Surveyor be paid a retirement gratuity calculated in accordance with the current regulations on his retirement on the 31st March 2011. 
      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Play Areas

      7.     Hendy Park  
              [AGENDA ITEM 5.4.1]  
      (a)  The Surveyor advised that certain minor works were outstanding in order to 

      complete the first phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park.

      NOTED.

      (b)  Further to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report (to the 
      effect that he was awaiting receipt by the 25th March 2011 of quotations for the 
      installation of the intended multi-use games area as the centrepiece of the second 
      phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park), the Surveyor stated that it would now 

      be necessary to apply for planning permission.
      RESOLVED that the Surveyor proceed to make the necessary planning 

      application and that the County Authority be invited to pay the application fee.

      (c)  Pursuant to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report (to the 

      effect that it was the responsibility of the County Council, as the riparian owner, 

      to maintain the river bank at Hendy Park) –

      RESOLVED that the County Council be requested to consult with the 

      Environment Agency and to undertake the necessary works to prevent the further

      erosion of the river bank at Hendy Park which was resulting in the loss of land and 

      creating a danger to walkers along the river bank.

      Sports Clubs

      8.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance  

              [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]
      There was no substantive information to report for the present with regard to the 

      above matter.    
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      9.     Llanedi Sports Association
              [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]
      The Clerk confirmed that the proposed amendments to the Draft Constitution of 
      the Llanedi Sports Association, which had been approved at the Special Meeting 

      of Council held on the 15th February 2011, would (inter alia) be placed before the 

      Management Committee of the Association at its next Meeting to be held on the 

      29th March 2011 at Tycroes Rugby Club.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      10.     Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

                [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.2]
      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from Hendy R.F.C. enquiring 

      whether funding might be made available under the rolling programme of 

      additional financial assistance to sports clubs for the purposes of essential repairs 

      to the floodlights at their rugby ground in Hendy Park. Three quotations had been 
      obtained in respect of the works. 

      RESOLVED that Council bear the cost of the aforementioned works on the basis 

      of the lowest quotation obtained, viz. £3,060.00
      11.     Hendy Juniors F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance
                [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.2]

      Members discussed the additional financial assistance currently being afforded to 

      the above football club by way of meeting the cost of ground maintenance works 

      and paying the annual rental for its Ystomenlle Ground at Hendy.
      The Surveyor expressed his concern that the club had on several occasions 
      requested the contractor to carry out grass cutting and pitch marking work at very 

      short notice prior to matches.
      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the additional financial assistance provided to Hendy Juniors F.C. in the 

      aforementioned manner be extended for the financial year 2011-2012; and

      That any request for grass cutting or pitch marking should be given by the club to 
      the contractor at least three days’ prior to the date on which such works were 

      required to be carried out.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      12.     Street Lighting Hours at Fforest Road

                [AGENDA ITEM  6.1.3]           
      The question of the street lighting hours at the above location was raised pursuant to an enquiry from residents who had concerns as to the security of their premises.
      The Surveyor, having had notice of the query, had addressed the matter in his written Report, stating that the County Authority was now extinguishing the lights on Fforest Road between the hours of 12.30 a.m. and 6.00 a.m. and that any concerns relating to vandalism should be addressed to the police.

      NOTED.
      Road Safety

      13.     Traffic Calming – Heol y Parc Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1] 
      Pursuant to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report to the effect that work

      had commenced upon the latest phase of the traffic calming measures at Heol y 

      Parc, Hendy – 

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      14.     Road Safety Issues at Black Horse Square, Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      (a)  The Surveyor expanded upon the information contained in his written Report to the effect that, following a site meeting, he had written to the relevant officer of the County Council expressing his continued concerns over pedestrian safety in the light of the proposal to construct a mini roundabout at the above location.  Mr. Jones had requested sight of a schedule of the works to be carried out and also of the traffic impact assessment which would have been obtained.  A response had yet to be received.

      RESOLVED that the response of the County Council be awaited.

      (b)  County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes gave a brief update upon the position with regard to the trading of vehicles on the highway at the above location.

      NOTED.     

      15.     “Keep Clear” Road Markings / Mini Roundabout at Motorway 
                Junction, Hendy

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1] 
      Council was informed that, pursuant to a site meeting held at the above location 

      with Mr. Michael Jacob of the County Authority and attended by County 

      Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes, Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas and the Surveyor, it had 

      been agreed that Mr. Jacob would investigate further the proposals which had 

      been made in respect of the junction and report back to Council in due course.

      RESOLVED that the further communication of the County Authority be awaited.

      16.     Pedestrian Crossing at Tycroes School, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Roads & Projects 

      Division of the Welsh Assembly Government in response to his own original 
      letter of the 10th October 2010 drawing attention to the need for a pedestrian 

      crossing at the above location.  

      It was stated that a pedestrian crossing appraisal had been carried out by 
      Carmarthenshire County Council in April 2010 as part of a planning application 
      for a scheme of improvements to the frontage of the school.  Unfortunately, the 
      location had failed to meet the criteria for a controlled pedestrian crossing.  
      However, a new uncontrolled crossing point would be provided and the bus stop 
      relocated to provide better visibility as part of the scheme.  Furthermore, the 
      County Council had undertaken improvements to the side road to provide a safer 
      drop off area to the school away from the trunk road.  The remaining works which 
      were proposed on the trunk road frontage were planned to be carried out in the 
      summer holiday period for safety reasons.  Finally, the South Wales Trunk Road 
      Agency, on behalf of the Welsh Assembly Government, had started a priority 
      based speed limit review on the trunk road network.  The section of the A483 
      including the above road was scheduled for review during the current financial 
      year.  Once this had been completed, the existing speed limit would be re-

      examined and altered as appropriate.         
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      17.     Road Safety Issues at Tycroes Road, Tycroes

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      There was still nothing further to report regarding the above matter.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      18.     Absence of School Crossing Patrol at Llanedi School

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      The Clerk regretted that he had nothing further to report with regard to the above 

      matter.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk make further enquiry of the County Authority’s Road 
      Safety Manager as to the likely date for the reinstatement of the above service.
      19.     Removal of Footpath and Traffic Calming at Fforest Road

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      The Clerk placed before Council certain communications received from the 

      County Authority providing details of the above related proposals.

      The Surveyor was able to clarify various points for the benefit of Members.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

20.     Street and Place Name Signs
          [AGENDA ITEM 6.4.1]
(a)  The Clerk confirmed that he had repeated Council’s request that the existing street signs showing ‘Heol Fforest’ be replaced with signs showing ‘Heol y Fforest’ and that a response was awaited from the relevant officer of the County Authority.

 RESOLVED that the response of the County Council be awaited.

 (b)  The Clerk reported that he had now been in communication with the officer of the County Authority responsible for place name signs and had formally requested that a place name sign be installed at the entrance to the village on Heol y Fforest showing ‘Y Fforest’ and that the existing signs at the approaches to the village on Llanedi Road and Carmarthen Road incorrectly showing ‘Fforest’ be replaced with signs showing ‘Y Fforest’.

RESOLVED that the response of the County Council be awaited.
21.     Condition of Pavements in Lower Part of Fforest Road

          [AGENDA ITEM 6.4.3]

Attention was drawn to the condition of the pavements at the above location and it was pointed out that pavements in other parts of Hendy were being re-surfaced.

The Surveyor explained that pavements were assessed and prioritised for re-surfacing by the County Council according to their condition   
NOTED.

22.     Unauthorised Signs at Black Horse Square, Hendy

          [AGENDA ITEM 6.4.3]

Attention was drawn to the proliferation of apparently unauthorised signs affixed to the fence at the above location opposite the Black Horse public house.

The Clerk stated that he had raised the matter with the County Council and that it was being looked into.  It would be necessary, firstly, to establish the ownership of the fence.

RESOLVED that the response of the county Council be awaited.     
      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

      23.     Annual Grants – Community Halls - Acknowledgements      
               [AGENDA ITEM 7.1.2]
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:- 

      St. Edith’s Church Hall, Llanedi
      Tycroes Village Hall

      Aelwyd yr Urdd yr Hendy

      NOTED.

      24.     Proposed Community Centre at Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.1.3]
      The Chairman invited Members to consider taking forward a proposal for the 

      provision of a community centre at Hendy.
      RESOLVED that the above matter be referred initially to a Special Meeting of the 
      Hendy and Llanedi Ward Members to be held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy on Tuesday, 
      the 8th March 2011, commencing at 8.00 p.m. and that the outcome of that 

      Meeting be reported to Council at its next Monthly Meeting.
      Other Projects

      25.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      The Clerk stated that he had been notified by Mr. Christopher Cray, the Community Youth Worker responsible for Hendy Youth Club, that he and his colleague would be unable to attend the Meeting, as had been intended, due to other unavoidable commitments.
      RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Mr. Cray to make fresh arrangements for his attendance at a Council Meeting.

      26.     Memorial to Terry Price
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      The Clerk stated that there was nothing to report for the present regarding the above proposal.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
Other Grants

      27.     Miss Cadi Cliff – Sponsorship

                [AGENDA ITEM 7.3.1]
      Members were provided with fuller information regarding the above proposal, 

      consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting.

      RESOLVED that a sum of £100 be paid to the above-named by way of 

      sponsorship of her charitable activities.

      28.     Applications for Financial Assistance - Acknowledgements
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.3.2]
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:- 

      Cruse Bereavement Care Carmarthenshire

      Pwyllgor Apêl Pontarddulais a’r Cylch 
      Macmillan Cancer Support

      Kidney Wales Foundation 
      NOTED.

      29.     Applications for Financial Assistance     
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.3.2]
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £250 be made to Age Concern Hendy;

      That a grant of £110 be made to Pontarddulais and District Leisure Learners

      That a grant of £50 be made to Heart of Wales Line Forum

      (Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes declared interest)
Policing
      30.     Police Report
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.4.2]
The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of February in respect of the Tycroes area.  Only 1 crime had been recorded and enquiries were ongoing.

NOTED.

It was pointed out to Members that a public telephone at Mill Terrace, Pantyffynnon had been vandalised.

RESOLVED that the matter be brought to the attention of BT.

The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of February in respect of the Hendy / Fforest / Llanedi area.  A total of 5 crimes had been recorded, of which 1 had been detected, 2 were undetected and the remaining 2 were ongoing.
      The next P.A.C.T. Meeting would be held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy on the 7th March 

      2011.
      There had been no problems at Hendy Park regarding under-age drinking or other 

      anti-social behaviour but weekend patrols would continue.
NOTED.
      Other Community Matters
      31.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – Queen’s Jubilee 2012
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.5.1]
      Councillor Mrs. J.L. Downes reported upon various suggestions which were being 
      considered by the Festival Committee as to how the Queen’s Jubilee might be 
      marked or celebrated.  At present, the Committee seemed to be leaning towards 
      the linking of the event to the annual carnival with a 1950’s theme.  The 

      presentation of commemorative mugs to all schoolchildren had also been 

      suggested.  Council Members felt that there was no particular enthusiasm for 

      celebrating the Jubilee but they would, of course, wish to support the Carnival as 

      ever.

      RESOLVED that further discussion of the matter be deferred until the next 

      Monthly Meeting.

      (Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes declared interest)
      32.     Reading Room, Hendy

                [AGENDA ITEM 7.5.1]         
      The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the County Authority proposing that 

      the above property be voluntarily transferred to the Community Council in order 

      to ensure its preservation.  A reply was awaited.

      RESOLVED that the response of the County Council be awaited. 
      PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      33.     Llais Llanedi
                [AGENDA ITEM 8.3.1]
      (a)  The Clerk informed Members that he had now been given the address of the 

      lady who had expressed her unhappiness with the inaccurate description of certain 

      residential premises contained in the last issue of Llais Llanedi.  A suitable letter 

      of explanation and apology had been sent to her.

      NOTED.

      (b)  On behalf of the Newsletter Working Group, Councillor W.A. Evans 
      reminded Members that preparations would soon commence for the next issue of 
      Llais Llanedi and invited them, by the next Monthly Meeting, to submit suggested 

      material for inclusion therein.

      Councillor R.C. Roberts noted that the Planning Application for a windfarm, 

      which had previously featured in the newsletter, had been refused.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Working Group be awaited.
      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
34.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.1.1]
The Clerk stated that, as yet, he had nothing further to report regarding the re-naming of the above property.  
RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

35.     Unauthorised Development – Land at Gelli-Gillion Farm, Sardis

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.1.1]
The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Enforcement Section of the County Council’s Planning Department  in response to his original letter of complaint regarding the inadequacy of the Planning Department’s enforcement procedures in cases of unauthorised development within the Community of Llanedi and, in particular, in the above case.  The letter which had been received contained a description of the action which had been taken and was now being taken by the Planning Authority.  
Members were generally dissatisfied with the procedures followed.

It was pointed out that a touring caravan had now been placed upon the site and that, when this had been done previously, neighbouring residents had suffered from noise nuisance emanating from a portable generator.

 RESOLVED as follows:-

That the Surveyor again write to the Enforcement Section of the Planning Authority urging that the necessary action be taken to resolve the issue; and

That that the matter be kept under review generally.
36.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.1.4]
(a)  As to Planning Application no. S/24285 (Gelli-Gillion Farm, Sardis) referred to in the Surveyor’s Report –

RESOLVED that the action taken by the Surveyor in lodging an objection to the Application be endorsed.

(b)  As to the remaining Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s Report –

NOTED.

Other Issues
37.     Poor Condition of Premises in Fforest Road, Hendy

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.2.1]
For the present, there was no further information to impart with regard to the above matter.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

38.     Other Issues – Correspondence

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.2.2]
The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence which had been received:-

Care and Repair Carmarthenshire – ‘Handyperson Scheme’
Energy Saving Trust – ‘Ynni’r Fro Programme’

The Civic Trust for Wales – ‘Open Doors 2011’

Carmarthenshire County Council – Notification of Licence Applications

NOTED.

39.     Salary Level of Chief Executive of Hywel Dda Local Health Board
          [AGENDA ITEM 9.2.3]
Attention was drawn to the reported salary level of the above officer.

NOTED.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

40.     Resignation of Councillor A.W. Richards  - Vacancy
          [AGENDA ITEM 10.1.1]
Members discussed the co-option of a Councillor to fill the vacancy resulting from the recent resignation of Councillor A.W. Richards (consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting).
RESOLVED that Mr. R.M. Lewis be co-opted as a Councillor to represent the Tycroes Ward of Llanedi Community Council.
41.     Retirement of Mr. E.H. Jones, Surveyor to the Council – Appointment 

          of Successor

          [AGENDA ITEM 10.1.1] 
The Clerk confirmed that the necessary notices had been issued advertising the above post and that the closing date for the submission of applications was Friday, the 18th March 2011.  It was intended that a Special Meeting should be called as soon as practicable after that date to consider the applications received.

RESOLVED that the Clerk proceed to issue notice of a Special Meeting in due course as outlined above.

42.     Working Practices of Council
          [AGENDA ITEM 10.1.1]
The Clerk placed before Council the notes of the Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee held on the 15th February 2011.

RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting and that, in the meantime, a further Meeting of the Committee be held on Tuesday, the 8th March 2011, at Arlan Gwili, Hendy, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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