Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 5th January 2011 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy
Present:          Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes,  D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, 
                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.L. Griffiths, Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins,   

                        J.T. Jones, R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                  Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

      1.     Apologies for Absence

      Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-

Councillors D.T. Enoch, S.W. Higgins, S.J. Lloyd-Janes. 
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman presented a short  report upon the ‘switch-on’ of the Christmas lights at Hendy, Fforest and Llanedi and the Christmas Carnival, all of which he felt had been successful and well received by the public.  The Vice-Chairman, Councillor D.M. Evans, had represented Council at the ‘switch-on’ of the Tycroes lights which had also met with the approval of residents.

Councillor Thomas had also been pleased to attend the Hendy and Fforest Old Age Pensioners’ Association Christmas Dinner and to pay a visit to the Tycroes Senior Citizens’ Dinner.  At each event, he had presented the Council’s cheque for the organisation’s annual grant.

Councillor R.B. Evans had represented Council in place of the Chairman at the Annual Concert of the Pontarddulais Band where a donation had been made out of the Chairman’s Allowance.

NOTED.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 1st December 2010 be confirmed and signed subject to the following amendment:

In Minute No. 46:

Delete the words –  “That preparations be made for the advertisement of the resulting vacancy in the New Year.” and
Insert the words – “That consideration of the implications of the resulting vacancy be deferred until the next Meeting.” 
      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk reported that the following sums had been received:-

      Carmarthenshire County Council - £30,166.67      
      Christmas Dinner Guests - £334.95
      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
(a)  RESOLVED that the action of the Clerk in making the following payment be endorsed:-

Innovate Community Cooperative - £94.95
(b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

R.T Electrics - £6,798.18

Spring Creative Design - £5117.50

O.J. Jones - £52.51

SWALEC - £5.90

SET Swansea Ltd. - £40.58

BDO LLP - £646.25

E.H. Jones - £25.00

Finance - OtherMatters

6.     Audit for the Financial Year Ended 31st March 2010

The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the External Auditor, 

BDO LLP, stating that the above audit had now been completed, enclosing the Annual Return and Issues Arising Report and giving instructions as to the display of Notice of Conclusion of Audit.  Mr. Jones also confirmed that the issues to which attention had been drawn by the External Auditor had already been addressed.
RESOLVED as follows:-

That the Annual Return be approved and accepted; 

That the action taken to address the issues arising (as described by the Clerk) be endorsed; and

That the Notice of Conclusion of Audit be displayed as required.

7.     Estimate of Expenditure and Precept for the Financial Year 2011-2012

The Clerk reminded Members that it was now necessary to consider Council’s Estimate of Expenditure and Precept for the forthcoming financial year.
RESOLVED that a Special Meeting to consider the aforementioned matters be held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy on Monday, the 17th January 2011, commencing at 6.30 p.m.

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Christmas Trees and Lights

      8.     Christmas Trees and Lights

      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 

      turning off of the Christmas lights on the 6th January 2011 –

      NOTED.

      Play Areas

      9.     Hendy Park

      (a)  The Surveyor reported that the first phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park  

      was now nearing its end.      
      NOTED.

      (b)    Members discussed further the position regarding the proposed inclusion of a
      multi-use games area as the centrepiece of the next phase of the redevelopment of 
      Hendy Park.  

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the next phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park should include a multi-

      use games area as its centrepiece;

      That the Surveyor proceed to obtain the necessary quotations;

      That every effort be made to identify sources of funding for the project; and
      That application be made for the necessary planning permission as soon as 

      practicable.

      (c)  Members again discussed to the problems relating to the river bank at Hendy 
      Park.  It was acknowledged that most of the suggested measures to remedy the 

      instability of the river bank would either be hugely expensive or unacceptable to 

      the Environment Agency.

      RESOLVED that the possibility of addressing the problem of erosion by the use 

      of willow faggots be investigated.

      Sports Clubs

      10.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report that a preliminary expression 

      of interest had been submitted to the funding body in respect of the suggested 

      wetland project at Hendy Cricket Ground –

      NOTED.

      The Surveyor added that a site meeting had been held with representatives of the 

      Environment Agency, the outcome of which that there would probably be no 

      objection to the said project but that planning permission would be required.  The

      Surveyor sought permission to obtain quotations for the design of the feature.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor proceed to obtain quotations as aforesaid.

       11.     Llanedi Sports Association
      The Clerk placed before Council for consideration the preliminary Draft  

      Constitution of the Llanedi Sports Association.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the said document be deferred to the Special 

      Meeting of Council to be held on the 17th January 2011 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy.
      Wayside Seats

      12.     Refurbished Seats

      As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report that refurbished seats would   

      be installed at Llanedi School and Pantyboblen, Tycroes –

      NOTED.

      Recreation and Leisure – Other Matters

      13.     Dog Fouling

      As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report that a dog fouling warning   

      sign had been erected at Hendy Park –

      NOTED.

      The Clerk added that he was still awaiting a response from the County Council 

      with regard to the above problem.

      NOTED.
      14.     Fly Tipping

      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the erection of fly tipping warning signs Heol y Geubren and Heol y Felin –

      NOTED. 
      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      15.     Lighting at Footpath from Tycroes School to Penygarn Road

      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the installation of new lights at the above location –

      NOTED.
      Road Safety

      16.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      There was still nothing further to report regarding the implementation of the latest 

      phase of the traffic calming scheme at Heol y Parc, Hendy.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      17.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      Again, there was no substantive information to impart with regard to the above matters.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      18.     “Keep Clear” Road Markings at Motorway Junction, Hendy

      The Clerk stated that he was still awaiting a substantive response to the request for 
      reconsideration of Council’s original proposal that “KEEP CLEAR” road 
      markings be provided at the above location.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      19.     Pedestrian Crossing at Tycroes School, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes

      There was still nothing further to report regarding the above proposal.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      20.     Road Safety Issues at Tycroes Road, Tycroes

      The Clerk reported that the necessary documentation had been prepared and 

      delivered to Councillor D.T. Enoch for the purposes of raising a petition calling

      for the construction of a footway at the above location by the County Authority.  

      Mr. Jones understood that the petition would be circulated amongst the local 

      residents for signature in the near future.  It was the Clerk’s intention to write to 

      the County Council in similar terms (as had already been resolved) 

      contemporaneously with the presentation of the petition.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      21.     Absence of School Crossing Patrol at Llanedi School

      The Clerk stated that he was awaiting notification from the Road Safety Manager 

      of the County Council of the date on which the School Crossing Patrol Officer 

      was expected to return to work at the above location.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

22.     Street and Place Name Signs
The Clerk stated that he had no information to impart regarding the signs at Hendy, Fforest and Llanedi which had previously been discussed.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

23.     Trading of Vehicles on Public Highways

Once again, there was no new information to impart with regard to the above matter.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

24.     Tycroes Village Hall
There was no further information to impart for the present regarding the repair and improvement of the above building.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      25.     Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      It being considered that, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 

      transacted in respect of the above premises, publicity would be prejudicial to the 

      public interest –

      RESOLVED that, under and by virtue of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

      (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting during 

      the discussion of the above-mentioned matter.  
      26.     Annual Grants – Community Halls

      The Clerk reminded Council that the time was appropriate to consider to the 

      making of annual grants to the community halls located within its area.
      RESOLVED that a grant of £1,500 be made to each of the following halls:-

      Tycroes Village Hall

      Aelwyd yr Urdd yr Hendy

      St. Edith’s Church Hall, Llanedi

      Scouts’ Hall, Tycroes

      St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes

      Other Projects

      27.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
      The Clerk stated that the he had still received no further information from the Youth Service with regard to a specific youth project.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      28.     Memorial to Terry Price
      Ther was nothing to report for the present with regard with regard to the proposed memorial to the late international rugby player, Terry Price.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
Other Grants

      29.     Annual Grants – Chapels and Churches – Acknowledgements

      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgement of grant 

      received:- 

      Bethesda Chapel, Tycroes

      NOTED.

      30.     Applications for Financial Assistance - Acknowledgements
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgement of grant 

      received:- 

      Wales Air Ambulance

      NOTED.

      31.     Applications for Financial Assistance     
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £100 be made to the British Heart Foundation;

      That a grant of £100 be made to Macmillan Cancer Support; and

      That no grant be made to The Stroke Association.

      32.     Miss Cadi Cliff – Sponsorship

      Councillor J.L. Downes outlined the fund-raising exploits of the above-named 

      resident of the Community for charitable purposes and invited Council to consider 

      assisting her by way of sponsorship.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Monthly 

      Meeting.

      33.     Annual Grants – Citizens’ Advice Bureaux

      The Clerk reminded Council that the time was appropriate to consider to the 

      making of annual grants to the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux serving its area.

      RESOLVED that a grant of £450 made to each of the following Bureaux:-

      Llanelli Citizens’ Advice Bureau

      Ammanford and District Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Policing
      34.     Police Report
The Clerk stated that no Reports had been received from the Police.

NOTED.
      Other Community Matters
      35.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – Queen’s Jubilee 2012
      There was no new information to impart for the present regarding the above 

      matter.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      36.     Reading Room, Hendy

      The question of the future of the above building was raised.
      With the permission of the Chairman, local residents who were in attendance were

      permitted to provide information with regard to its historical background and the

      current intentions of its owner, the County Council, and to state their concerns as 

      to the future of the building.   

      Members then discussed the matter and there was a general consensus that, 

      because of its historical significance from the point of view of the village of 

      Hendy, it was desirable that the building should be preserved, although no clear 
      view emerged as to the appropriate use to which it might be put.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the County Authority be invited to transfer the aforementioned property to 

      Llanedi Community Council free of charge so as to ensure its preservation;

      That the present position as to the listing of the building be ascertained; and

      That further consideration be given to the possible use of the building. 
      PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      37.     Llais Llanedi
      The Clerk reported that he had been advised by the officer of the County Council 

      responsible for the Arlan Gwili complex at Hendy that she had, in fact, received 

      no complaints from residents arising from that recent issue of Llais Llanedi.  Mr. 
      Jones had, accordingly, refrained from sending a letter of apology as had been 
      resolved.

      RESOLVED that the decision of the Clerk not to send an apology as aforesaid be 

      endorsed.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
38.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

The Clerk regretted that, despite the recent contact by e-mail, he had still not succeeded in contacting the appropriate representative of the owners of the above premises by telephone to discuss the re-naming of the property.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.
39.     Unauthorised Development – Land at Gelli-Gillion Farm, Sardis

The Clerk regretted that he was still awaiting a substantive response to his original letter of complaint to the County Council regarding the inadequacy of the Planning Department’s enforcement procedures in cases of unauthorised development within the Community of Llanedi.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

40.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report

As to the Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s Report –

NOTED.

Other Issues
41.     National Eisteddfod 2014

There was still nothing further to report regarding the invitation issued by the Aman Group of Local Councils to the National Eisteddfod to locate its 2014 festival in the Aman Area (and specifically in Tycroes).

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

42.     Poor Condition of Premises in Fforest Road, Hendy

The Clerk presented a brief update upon the recent referral to the County Authority of Council’s concerns regarding the poor condition of a specific residential property in Fforest Road.  It had thus far been concluded that there were no circumstances which could justify intervention by the County Council but further avenues were being explored.  
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

43.     Resignation of Councillor A.W. Richards  - Vacancy
The Clerk confirmed that he had given notice to the County Authority of the vacancy arising from the resignation of Councillor A.W. Richards and that public notices would shortly be displayed as part of the statutory process for filling the vacancy.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

44.     Resignation of Mr. E.H. Jones, Surveyor to the Council

Members discussed the implications of the impending retirement of the Surveyor.

REOLVED that further consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.
45.     Working Practices of Council
Councillor W.A. Evans suggested that it would be appropriate to undertake a review of Council’s working practices.

RESOLVED that, in the first instance, the matter be referred for detailed consideration to the Strategic Policy Committee at a Meeting to be held immediately following the Special Council Meeting on Monday, the 17th January 2012  and that the Report of the said Committee be awaited.
OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE

46.     Clerk – Special Meeting of Aman Group of Local Councils   
The Clerk presented a short report upon the above Meeting, at which he had represented Council.  The Meeting had been attended by two senior officers of the County Authority who had given presentations upon, firstly, their Council’s ‘Joint Working’ policy with particular reference to public parks and, secondly, the costs and obligations which would arise from assuming responsibility for parks.  The Clerk had concluded that those costs and obligations were massive and that, therefore, the voluntary assumption of responsibility for a public park could not be justified unless accompanied by a commensurate source of funding.

      NOTED.
Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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