Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 2nd February 2011 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy
Present:          Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans, J.L. Griffiths, 
                        Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins, S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones, R.C. Roberts, 
                        Mrs. B. Thomas. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                  Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

      1.     Apologies for Absence

      Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-

Councillors Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, 

S.J. Lloyd-Janes. 
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman stated that he had no reports to present in respect of the previous month.

Councillor Thomas also regretted that, because of unavoidable commitments elsewhere, neither he nor Councillor D.M. Evans had been able to attend the recent Carmarthenshire Area Committee Meeting of One Voice Wales, of which notice had been received.

NOTED.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 5th January 2011 and of the Special Meeting held on the 17th January 2011 be confirmed and signed.

 FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk informed Council that there were no receipts to report. 

      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts 

      RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-
Tirgwaidd Farm Garden Maintenance  - £4,584.00
E.H. Jones - £3.60 

O.J. Jones - £83.49
6.     Banking 
(a)  The Clerk explained that the present mandate held by Lloyds TSB Bank plc, which provided for the signature of Council cheques by any two of the full complement of sixteen Members of Council, had led to complications and was unsatisfactory. 

RESOLVED that a fresh mandate be completed and presented to Lloyds TSB Bank plc providing for the signature of Council cheques by any two of the following named Members of Council:-

Councillors D.M. Davies, R.B. Evans, J.L. Griffiths and Mrs. B. Thomas.

(b)  The Clerk invited Members to consider the introduction of electronic banking.  This was becoming increasingly popular as it improved efficiency as regards the making of payments in particular.  The problem presented by the statutory requirement that at least two Councillors should sign cheques had been addressed and there was now no bar to the adoption of the system.
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to make the necessary arrangements with Lloyds TSB Bank plc with a view to the introduction of electronic banking subject to a daily limit of £2,000 upon external payments.

(c)  The Clerk requested that, as from the 1st April 2011, his salary and mileage allowance be paid monthly in arrear.

RESOLVED that Council should accede to the Clerk’s request as to the payment of his salary and mileage allowance as aforesaid.

Finance - OtherMatters

7.     Audit for the Financial Year Ended 31st March 2010

The Clerk reported that all necessary formalities had now been concluded with regard to the above audit.

NOTED.

8.     Estimate of Expenditure and Precept for the Financial Year 2011-2012

The Clerk confirmed that, pursuant to the resolution of Council at the Special Meeting held on the 17th January 2011 as to the Precept for the above year, the County Authority had been notified accordingly.

NOTED.
      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Play Areas

      9.     Hendy Park

      (a)  The Clerk advised Council that, for the present, there was no further 

      information to impart with regard to the first phase of the redevelopment of Hendy 

      Park, save that the necessary Report was being prepared for submission to the 

      funding bodies.

      NOTED.

      (b)  As to the information contained in the Surveyor’ written Report to the effect 

      that he was in the process of obtaining quotations for the intended multi-use 
      games area as the centrepiece of the next phase of the redevelopment of Hendy 
      Park and that he was in discussion with the Planning Authority -  

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      (c)  The Surveyor expanded upon the statement in his written Report to the effect 

      that he was in discussion with the Environment Agency regarding the appropriate 

      means of reinforcing the river bank at Hendy Park.

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      Sports Clubs

      10.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      Members considered the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report
      to the effect that the preliminary grant application in respect of the suggested 

      wetland project at Hendy Cricket Ground had been unsuccessful, that a further 

      application was to be made to another potential funding body and that quotations 

      had been invited for the design of the pond.  In addition, the Surveyor gave details 

      of the two quotations which had been received in response to his invitation.   

      RESOLVED that the quotation of W.S. Atkins in the sum of £850.00 (plus VAT)    

      be accepted and that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited. 
      11.     Llanedi Sports Association
      The Clerk placed before Council the preliminary Draft Constitution of the Llanedi 
      Sports Association, consideration of which had been further deferred from the 

      Special Meeting of Council held on the 17th January 2011.  
      RESOLVED that, because of the limited time available, consideration of the said 
      document again be deferred to a Special Meeting of Council to be held on the 8th 
      February 2011 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy.
      Wayside Seats

      12.     Refurbished Seats

      As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report that refurbished seats had 

      been installed at Llanedi School and Pantyboblen, Tycroes –

      NOTED.

      Recreation and Leisure – Other Matters

      13.     Dog Fouling

      The Clerk was pleased to report that he had now been informed by the County 

      Authority that its officers had paid special attention to Hendy Park in particular 
      and that it appeared that the greatest incidence of dog fouling was on the river 

      bank.  However, two officers had witnessed a dog owner permitting his dog to 

      foul the rugby field in the park with the result that a fixed penalty ticket for £75 

      had been issued and the offender required to clear the mess.  It was noted that he 

      had shown his ticket to other dog walkers and it was to be hoped that ‘the word 

      would get around’.  It was intended to issue a full press release in the hope of 

      deterring others and also to continue to patrol the area.

      The Clerk added that he had conveyed Council’s thanks to the officers concerned.

      NOTED.
      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Road Safety

      14.     Traffic Calming – Heol y Parc Hendy
      As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report to the effect that (pursuant to  

      the resolution of Council at the Special Meeting held on the 17th January 2011) he 

      had confirmed to the County Authority that it was desired to adhere to the original 

      requirements for the raised plateau constituting the next phase of the traffic 

      calming scheme at Heol y Parc, Hendy and that it was expected that the work 
      would begin in the near future –

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      15.     Road Safety Issues at Black Horse Square, Hendy
      The Surveyor elaborated upon the information contained in his written Report regarding the intended changes to the above road junction linked to the Tesco development at Pontarddulais.  The main issue was that, whilst the intended mini roundabout might or might not be adequate for the purposes of maintaining traffic flow, no sensible provision whatsoever had been made to ensure the safety of pedestrians wishing to cross the roads at this location.  The Community Council, despite having made its interest known over a long period of time, had not been made party to any consultation whatsoever.  The Surveyor had received no reply to his representations and intended to pursue the matter vigorously.

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      16.     Fforest Road – Traffic Calming
      The Clerk placed before Council particulars received from the County Authority of a traffic calming scheme which it was proposed to introduce in Fforest Road.

      RESOLVED that no objection be made to the aforementioned scheme.

      17.     “Keep Clear” Road Markings / Mini Roundabout at Motorway 
                Junction, Hendy

      The Clerk informed Members that he had now received a response from Mr. John 

      McEvoy of the County Authority to the request for reconsideration of Council’s 
      original proposal that “KEEP CLEAR” road markings be provided at the above 
      location.
      On the basis of copy correspondence between the County Authority and the Welsh 
      Assembly Government (produced pursuant to a request made by County 
      Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes) it had appeared that the negative response of the 
      Welsh Assembly Government to the “KEEP CLEAR” / box junction proposal had 
      been advisory only and not binding upon the County Council.  It was also shown 

      that the possibility of installing a mini roundabout at the relevant location had 

      been suggested by the Welsh Assembly Government.  

      The Clerk had, therefore, put these points to Mr. McEvoy but he, in turn, had    

      produced further correspondence and a detailed explanation as to why the “KEEP 
      CLEAR” / box junction option was not feasible.  However, he had intimated that 

      he would be prepared to discuss the possibility of providing a mini roundabout.  

      Accordingly a site meeting had been arranged for the 10th February 2011, at which 

      Council would be represented by Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes and the Surveyor.      

      RESOLVED that the outcome of the aforementioned site meeting be awaited.
      18.     Pedestrian Crossing at Tycroes School, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes

      The Clerk stated that he had written to the Deputy First Minister and Minister for 

      the Economy and Transport of the Welsh Assembly Government requesting a 

      response to his original letter drawing attention to the above issues.  An 

      acknowledgement had been received stating that it was intended to respond by the 

      24th February 2011.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      19.     Road Safety Issues at Tycroes Road, Tycroes

      There was still nothing further to report regarding the above proposal.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      20.     Absence of School Crossing Patrol at Llanedi School

      The Clerk reported that he had received a response from the Road Safety Manager 

      of the County Council to the effect that the School Crossing Patrol Officer for the 

      above location was still on sick leave but that he would keep the Clerk informed 
      of any further development.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      21.     Proposed 30 mph Speed Limit Extension at Llanedi Road, Fforest

      The Clerk reported that he had now received from the County Authority a formal 

      consultation letter in respect of the above proposal, which had, of course, been 
      initiated by Council.  Mr. Jones had confirmed Council’s support for the proposal.

      NOTED.

      22.     Removal of Footpath at Fforest Road

      The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to the County Authority 

      expressing Council’s concerns with regard to the remedial and ancillary works 

      being carried out at the above location.
      The Surveyor reported briefly upon the present position.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review. 

      Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

23.     Street and Place Name Signs
(a)  The Clerk reported that he had now received a response from the relevant officer of the County Authority with regard to the matters which had been raised in respect of street and place name signs within the Community.

As to the sign ‘Heol Fforest’, it was stated that the original request from the Highway Inspector had been for a sign with that wording to replace the existing sign with precisely the same wording.  It was also pointed out that every available map and plan of the area showed the same wording.  It was also suggested that the inconvenience caused to residents by changing the signs should be taken into account and that it would be a good idea to canvass the people affected to ascertain their wishes.
Members considered the aforementioned response and there was a general consensus that the mere fact that there had historically been multiple errors did not justify the perpetuation of such errors.  There was an obligation upon both the County and Community Council to protect and preserve local Welsh names and the Welsh language in particular.  It was not a matter for residents to decide. 
RESOLVED that the request for the replacement of the existing street signs  showing ‘Heol Fforest’  with signs showing ‘Heol y Fforest’ be repeated.
(b)  The Clerk had also been advised that the issues relating to place name signs should be referred to another officer but that he had, as yet, been unable to contact him.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

      24.     Annual Grants – Community Halls - Acknowledgements      
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:- 

      St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes

      Scouts’ Hall, Tycroes

      NOTED.

      Other Projects

      25.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
      The Clerk stated that he had now been able to speak to Mr. Christopher Cray, the Community Youth Worker responsible for Hendy Youth Club.  Attendance at the Youth Club had been disappointing of late and Mr. Cray had indicated that he would welcome the opportunity to consult with Council.

      RESOLVED that Mr. Cray be invited to attend the next Monthly Meeting.

      26.     Memorial to Terry Price
      The Clerk reported briefly upon the above proposal and was pleased to say that some progress was being made.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
Other Grants

      27.     Miss Cadi Cliff – Sponsorship

      With regard to the question of the sponsorship of the above-named in her fund-

      raising work for charitable purposes, consideration of which had been deferred 

      from the last Monthly Meeting, there was as yet no additional information 
      available.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be further deferred until the next 
      Monthly Meeting.

      28.     Annual Grants – Chapels and Churches – Acknowledgements

      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:- 

      Moreia Chapel, Tycroes

      Evangelistic Hall, Tycroes

      St. David’s Church, Hendy

      St. Edmund’s Church, Tycroes

      Caersalem Chapel, Tycroes

      Yr Hen Gapel, Hendy

      Libanus Chapel, Hendy

      Sardis Chapel, Sardis
      Ebenezer Chapel, Llanedi

      St. Edith’s Church, Llanedi

      NOTED.

      29.     Annual Grants – Citizen’ Advice Bureaux – Acknowledgements
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:- 

      Llanelli Citizens’ Advice Bureau

      Ammanford & District Citizens’ Advice Bureau

      NOTED.

      30.     Applications for Financial Assistance - Acknowledgements
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:- 

      Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod
      Pontarddulais and District Community Car Scheme

      NOTED.

      31.     Applications for Financial Assistance     
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £110 be made to the Cruse Bereavement Care Carmarthenshire;

      That a grant of £150 be made to Grŵp Chwarae’r Hendy 

      (Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas and G.B. Thomas declared interest); 

      That a grant of £1,500 be made to Pwyllgor Apêl Pontarddulais a’r Cylch for the 

      benefit of the Urdd Eisteddfod 2011 to be held at Swansea; and

      That a donation of £55 be made to the Kidney Wales Foundation (in lieu of 

      organising an event).

Policing
      32.     Police Report
The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the months of December and January in respect of the Tycroes area.  A total of 8 crimes had been recorded, resulting in persons being arrested and charged in 2 cases, a person being arrested and given an adult caution in 1 case, a person being arrested and bailed pending further enquiries in 1 case, the intended arrest and interview of a person in 1 case, the intended interview of a person in 1 case and the investigations being closed in the remaining 2 cases.  

NOTED.

It was pointed out to Members that a public telephone at Brynhafod, Tycroes had been vandalised.

RESOLVED that the matter be brought to the attention of BT.

The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the months of December and January in respect of the Hendy / Fforest / Llanedi area.  A total of 15 crimes had been recorded, of which 5 had been detected, the remaining 9 being undetected.

It had been a relatively busy period as regards crime, some of the assaults being attributable to over-indulgence over the Christmas period.  Anti-social behaviour calls had been low, perhaps because of the severe weather.  Attention was drawn to burglaries on a new housing estate and high value thefts from farms in Llanedi and it was requested that any suspicious vehicles be reported.  
      The next P.A.C.T. Meeting would be held at Llangennech Community Hall on the  

      7th February 2011.

NOTED.
      Other Community Matters
      33.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – Queen’s Jubilee 2012
      Councillor Mrs. J.L. Downes gave a short report upon the meeting to discuss the 

      above event, at which she had represented the Council.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      34.     Reading Room, Hendy

      The Clerk presented a brief update upon the position relating to the above 

      building.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited. 
       PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      35.     Llais Llanedi
      There was no new information to impart with regard to the newsletter.

      NOTED.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
36.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

The Clerk was pleased to report that he had eventually been able to speak by telephone to the Business Development Director of the owners of the above premises to discuss the re-naming of the property.  With regard to Council’s suggestion that the original name of “Llwyngwern” be retained, the owners were apparently reluctant to do so because it was perceived as too difficult for some of the residents.  Council was invited to suggest an alternative.
A short discussion took place during which it was pointed out that “Llwyngwern” was a two syllable word as opposed to the owners own choice, “Tŷ Hendy”, which contained three syllables.  The view was expressed that there was a responsibility to preserve the heritage of the village of Hendy.  The property had been a landmark for many years and the original name was still in common usage.

RESOLVED that the owners of the above premises again be invited to reconsider their position and to retain the name “Llwyngwern”.

37.     Unauthorised Development – Land at Gelli-Gillion Farm, Sardis

The Clerk reported that he had still not received a substantive response to his original letter of complaint to the County Council regarding the inadequacy of the Planning Department’s enforcement procedures in cases of unauthorised development within the Community of Llanedi but that he had been informed by telephone two days previously that a letter was ‘on the way’.
RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

38.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report

As to the Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s Report –

NOTED.

Other Issues
39.     National Eisteddfod 2014

Councillor R.C. Roberts reported that the Aman Group of Local Councils had now been notified that the invitation issued by it to the National Eisteddfod to locate its 2014 festival in the Aman Area (and specifically in Tycroes) would not be accepted because the intended site was not considered suitable.  This was true also of an alternative site which had been put forward by another party.  It would now be necessary for another location in Carmarthenshire to be found.
NOTED.
40.     Poor Condition of Premises in Fforest Road, Hendy

For the present, there was no further information to impart with regard to the above matter.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

41.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence which had been received:-

One Voice Wales – ‘The Voice’

Carmarthenshire County Council – Tourism in Carmarthenshire 2011

The Royal British Legion – ‘Great Poppy Party Weekend’

National Association of Councillors (Wales Region) – Meeting

One Voice Wales – Buckingham Palace Garden Party

Carmarthenshire County Council – Gypsy and Traveller Community Strategy 2011-2014: Consultation
Carmarthenshire Local Service Board – Integrated Community Strategy for Carmarthenshire 2011-2016: Consultation

42.     Referendum on the Law-Making Powers of the National Assembly for 

          Wales
In anticipation of the impending referendum, Council was invited to consider whether it wished to declare its own policy upon the above question.

RESOLVED that Council should support the devolution of law-making powers to the National Assembly for Wales. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

43.     Resignation of Councillor A.W. Richards  - Vacancy
The Clerk informed Members that he had been notified by the County Authority that no request for an election had been received pursuant to the statutory notices which had been displayed and that it was now open to Council to co-opt a person to fill the vacancy resulting from the recent resignation of Councillor A.W. Richards.

RESOLVED that consideration of the aforementioned matter be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting.

44.     Retirement of Mr. E.H. Jones, Surveyor to the Council – Appointment 

          of Successor

Members discussed further the implications of the impending retirement of the Surveyor, consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting.  The Strategic Policy Committee had been asked to consider in greater depth the question of whether Council ought to continue to employ a Surveyor and if so, whether the job description needed to be varied.  The Report of the Committee was placed before Council and it was recommended that Council should continue to employ a Surveyor.  Mr. E.H. Jones had also been requested to review the job description.  The job description had been slightly revised by the Surveyor (in collaboration with the Clerk) and was placed before Council for approval.   
RESOLVED as follows:-

That Council should continue to employ a Surveyor and that the appropriate steps be taken to advertise the vacancy; and

That the revised job description be approved.

45.     Working Practices of Council
A short report upon the consideration of the above matter by the Strategic Policy Committee was given..  There were as yet no firm conclusions or recommendations to be presented to Council but the deliberations would continue.

RESOLVED that the further Report of the Strategic Policy Committee be awaited.

 OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE

46.     Meeting of Aman Group of Local Councils
Councillor R.C. Roberts reported briefly upon the above Meeting, at which he had represented the Council.

(See also Minute no. 39 above)
(The Chairman and the Clerk had apologised for their inability to attend.)

NOTED. 
47.     West Wales Branch Meeting of Society of Local Council Clerks

The Clerk presented a short report upon the above Meeting which he had recently attended.

      NOTED.
Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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