Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 6th April 2011 at Tycroes Village Hall
Present:          Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, 
                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.L. Griffiths, Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins, 
                        S.W. Higgins, R.M. Lewis, S.J. Lloyd-Janes, R.C. Roberts, 
                        Mrs. B. Thomas. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

      1.     Apologies for Absence  
              [AGENDA ITEM 1]
      Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from Councillors 
      D.T. Enoch and J.T. Jones. 
      NOTED.
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters  
        [AGENDA ITEM 2]
The Chairman stated that there were no matters to report on this occasion and the Clerk added that he had no correspondence to place before the Council regarding the Chairman’s personal matters.

NOTED.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes  
              [AGENDA ITEM 3]
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 2nd March 2011 and of the Special Meeting held on the 28th March 2011 be confirmed and signed.

 FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts  
              [AGENDA ITEM 4.1]
      The Clerk informed the Council that there were no receipts to report. 

      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts  
              [AGENDA ITEM 4.2]
      (a)  RESOLVED that the action of the Clerk in making the following payments be endorsed:-

      E.H. Jones - £1,357.01

      E.H. Jones - £13.60

      O.J. Jones - £103.57

      HMRC - £1,482.57 

      (b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-
H.O.W.L.T.A. - £10.00

I.Q.P. - £50.00

Carmarthenshire County Council - £3,511.27

Carmarthenshire County Council - £8,750.00
SET Swansea Ltd. - £11.25

SWALEC - £13.44

O.J. Jones - £37.80
OtherMatters

6.     Publicity relating to Precept
        [AGENDA ITEM 4.3.3]

Attention was drawn, with disappointment, to statements made by certain Labour Members of the Council in letters published in the Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Guardian during the week beginning the 7th March 2011 and to similar assertions made in the Labour Party Newsletter, distributed to homes in the Hendy Ward at or about this time.  

It was alleged that these statements were politically motivated, inaccurate and 

misleading.  The statements claimed that the increase in the precept was due     solely to the collective action of Plaid Cymru Members and that an even higher increase was forestalled due to the intervention of Labour Party Members.  

The Council was reminded that the first proposal to raise the precept was made 

by an Independent Member and was rejected.  A second proposal to raise the 

precept to its current level was made by a Labour Member, this receiving cross-party, majority support.  It was pointed out that voting on this matter had not been along party lines. 

Deep regret was expressed that the current Chairman had been named in the 

published letters and that the reports of actions attributed to him were wholly false.

RESOLVED that, henceforth, Members should refrain from adopting a political stance with regard to the business of the Council, both in Council Meetings and elsewhere and that public statements should be verified beforehand by the Clerk.    

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Amenity Areas
      7.     Hendy Village Green – Unauthorised Vehicles

              [AGENDA ITEM 5.2.3]

      As to the information provided in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 

      unauthorised parking of a van at the above location –

      NOTED.

      Footpaths

      8.     Footpath from Squirrel’s Walk, Fforest to Clayton Road, Hendy – Litter

              [AGENDA ITEM 5.3.4]
      As to the information provided in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 

      clearance of litter from the above location –

      NOTED. 
      Play Areas

      9.     Hendy Park  
              [AGENDA ITEM 5.4.1]  
      (a)  The Clerk stated that certain minor works still remained to be carried out in 

      order to complete the first phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (b)  As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the    

      intended multi-use games area as the centrepiece of the second phase of the 
      redevelopment of Hendy Park -
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.
      (c)  The Clerk stated that there was no further information to impart at present 
      regarding the prevention of the further erosion of the river bank at Hendy Park. 
      RESOLVED that matter be kept under review.

      Sports Clubs

      10.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance  

              [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]
      (a)  There was still no substantive information to report regarding Hendy Cricket 

      Club’s search for funding for the major drainage works required to render Hendy 

      Cricket Ground fit for use. 
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      (b)  The Clerk placed before the Council a letter received from the Club stating 
      that its Second XI had been wound up and the Club’s place in the South Wales 
      Cricket Association forfeited.  However, it was intended to field a First XI to 
      compete in the Swansea Central League.  It was again proposed to play home 
      games at Crown Park, Seaside, Llanelli.  The Club sought confirmation that, in the 

      circumstances, the ground hire charges would be again be met by the Council.  It 
      was explained that, as there would now be only one team playing in the 
      forthcoming season, those charges would be significantly lower than in previous 
      years.  The Council was also asked to bear the cost of cutting the field at Hendy 
      on a fortnightly basis in order to limit its deterioration as far as possible.
      RESOLVED that the Clerk send confirmation to the Club that the Council would 

      continue to meet the ground hire charges for Crown Park and also bear the cost of 
      grass-cutting at Hendy Cricket Ground during the forthcoming season as   

      aforesaid.

      11.     Hendy Juniors F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance
                [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]

      The Chairman extended a warm welcome to Mr. Alan Blackley, a representative 

      of Hendy Juniors F.C., who had been given permission to address the Meeting. 

      Mr. Blackley presented a letter from the Club explaining the difficulties which 

      were currently being experienced and, in particular, the serious damage caused to 

      its clubhouse as the result of frozen water pipes.  The Club was now faced with 

      significant repair costs and an inflated water rates bill as a result of the event.  The     

      Council’s additional financial support was sought.

      Mr. Blackley also outlined the efforts which had been and continued to be made 

      by the Club Committee to maintain both junior and senior football in Hendy.    

      The Chairman thanked Mr. Blackley for the information which he had imparted.
      RESOLVED that the Council agree in principle to providing additional financial 

      assistance to the Club under its rolling programme and that the Club be asked to 

      provide appropriate details of the costs in question.

      12.     Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

                [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]

      With reference to the Council’s resolution to meet the cost of essential repairs 

      to the floodlights at the Hendy R.F.C. rugby ground in Hendy Park under the 

      rolling programme of additional financial assistance to sports clubs, the Clerk 

      stated that he was now merely awaiting progress reports from the Club.

      RESOLVED that the further communication of Hendy R.F.C. be awaited.

      13.     Llanedi Community Sports Association
                [AGENDA ITEM 5.5.1]

      The Clerk presented a report upon the Meeting of the Management Committee 

      of the above Association held at the Tycroes R.F.C. Clubhouse on the 29th March 
      2011, at which the Council had been represented by Councillor G.B. Thomas 
      (Chairman of the Committee), Councillor S.W. Higgins and the Clerk

      (Secretary/Treasurer) as well as by County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes (Grants 

      Officer).
      Mr. Jones stated that the following decisions had been taken:-

·     That the Draft Constitution and Rules (incorporating the amendments already approved by the Council as well as certain other minor corrections) should be formally approved (subject to ratification by the Member Clubs);

·     That the insurance quotation presented by the Clerk should be approved,  the insurance policy be brought into effect as soon as practicable and the premium of £391.00 paid;

·     That initial subscriptions of £200 should be paid by each of the Member Clubs and £400 by the Council (subject to approval by the Clubs and the Council); 

·     That a bank account should be opened as soon as practicable; and

·     That a grant application should be made as soon as practicable for the purposes of the employment of a Part-Time Grants Officer.

      RESOLVED that (insofar as necessary) the aforementioned decisions of the 

      Management Committee of the Llanedi Community Sports Association be 

      approved and ratified.  
      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates

      14.     Pant-y-boblen, Tycroes – Installation of Bench    
                [AGENDA ITEM 5.6.2]
      The Clerk placed before the Council a message of thanks received from the staff 

      and residents of the above sheltered complex for the bench which had been 
      installed thereat by the Council.

      NOTED.
      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting
      15.     Replacement of Light at Clayton Road, Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 6.1.4]
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 

      above works –
      NOTED.

      Road Safety
      16.     Traffic Calming – Heol y Parc, Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1] 
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report relating to the
      construction of a raised plateau at the above location – 

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      17.     Road Safety Issues at Black Horse Square, Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      (a)  The Clerk stated that no further communication had as yet been received from the County Authority in relation to the Council’s continued concerns over pedestrian safety in the light of the proposal to construct a mini roundabout at the above location.  
      RESOLVED that the matter be pursued with the County Council.

      (b)  County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes gave a further update upon the position with regard to the trading of vehicles on the highway at the above location.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.     

      18.     “Keep Clear” Road Markings / Mini Roundabout at Motorway 
                Junction, Hendy

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1] 
      There was no further information to impart for the present relating to the above 

      matter. 
      RESOLVED that the further communication of the County Authority be awaited.

      19.     Pedestrian Crossing at Tycroes School, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      The Clerk reminded Members that a section of the A483 including the above road 

      had been scheduled for a priority based speed limit review during the financial 

      year 2010-2011.  It would now be reasonable to make enquiry of the Welsh 

      Assembly Government as to the outcome of that review insofar as it affected the 

      above road.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk make a request to the Welsh Assembly Government 

      for such information as aforesaid.

      20.     Road Safety Issues at Tycroes Road, Tycroes

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      Members were informed that it was anticipated that the work of raising a petition 
      in connection with the above matter, as previously agreed, would be undertaken 

      shortly.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      21.     Absence of School Crossing Patrol at Llanedi School

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1]
      Members were gratified to learn that the above service had now been restored at 

      Llanedi School.

      NOTED.
      22.     Traffic Calming – Fforest Road

                [AGENDA ITEM 6.2.1] 

      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report relating to the

      construction of a raised plateau at the above location – 

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      23.     Publicity relating to Traffic Calming at Heol y Parc, Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 6.4.3]

      RESOLVED that, under and by virtue of the provisions of the Public Bodies

      (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, consideration of the above matter be 

      undertaken in camera by reason of the confidential nature of the business.

      Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

24.     Street and Place Name Signs
          [AGENDA ITEM 6.4.1]
(a)  The Clerk reported that the County Authority had confirmed that, by reason of financial constraints, it was not in a position to replace the existing street signs incorrectly showing ‘Heol Fforest’ with signs showing ‘Heol y Fforest’.  The error would be corrected when the signs required renewal.
NOTED.

 (b)  The Clerk reported that he had also received confirmation from the County Authority that that the existing signs incorrectly showing ‘Fforest’ at the approaches to the village on Llanedi Road and Carmarthen Road would be replaced with signs showing ‘Y Fforest’ only when the signs themselves needed to be renewed.  However, he had yet to receive a substantive response with regard to the missing sign on Fforest Road.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.
25.     Unauthorised Signs at Black Horse Square, Hendy

          [AGENDA ITEM 6.4.1]

There was, as yet, no further information to impart regarding the proliferation of apparently unauthorised signs affixed to the fence at the above location opposite the Black Horse public house.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.     
      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

      26.     Proposed Community Centre at Hendy

                [AGENDA ITEM 7.1.1]
      (a)  Members having been provided with notes of a Special Meeting of Hendy 

      Ward Members held on the 8th March 2011, they were invited to consider the 

      recommendation of that Meeting that the Council should commission a feasibility 

      study into the construction of a community centre on land forming part of Hendy 

      Cricket Ground and having a frontage to Bryngwili Road, Hendy subject, of 

      course, to the prior consent of Hendy Cricket Club.

      RESOLVED that, in the first instance, the consent of Hendy Cricket Club be 
      sought for the carrying out of such a feasibility study as aforesaid.

      (b)  The Council was also informed that consideration had been given at the 

      aforementioned Special Meeting of Hendy Ward Members to the possibility of 

      accepting a voluntary assignment of the existing lease of the Urdd Hall at Hendy 

      with a view to its being used on an interim basis as a village hall or community 

      centre pending the construction in the longer term of a new facility.  It had been 
      agreed that the lease should be examined and further enquiries made before a 
      recommendation was made to the Council.

      RESOLVED that the recommendation of the Hendy Ward Members be awaited.

      Other Projects

      27.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      The Clerk stated that he was awaiting a reply from Mr. Christopher Cray, the Community Youth Worker responsible for Hendy Youth Club, to the invitation made to him to address the May Monthly Meeting of the Council.

      RESOLVED that the response of Mr. Cray be awaited.

      28.     Terry Price Youth Achievement Award

                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      The Clerk confirmed that copies of the written nominations received for the above award had been issued to Members together with ballot papers, which had all been duly returned.  Under the scrutiny of the Vice-Chairman, Councillor D.M. Evans, Mr. Jones then proceeded to count the votes cast.  Having done so, he was able to announce that the winner of the inaugural Terry Price Youth Achievement Award was Jac Jones of Clos Glyndwr, Hendy.  The aforementioned successful nominee would be invited to attend the forthcoming Annual Chairman’s Dinner to receive the winner’s trophy and cheque.

      NOTED.

      29.     Memorial to Terry Price
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      The Clerk stated that it was hoped that it would be possible to make progress with the above project very shortly.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      30.     Menter Cwm Gwendraeth – ‘Vision Day’

                [AGENDA ITEM 7.2.1]
      The Chairman warmly welcomed Mr. Paul Thomas of the above organisation, who was attending the Meeting at the invitation of the Council.
      Mr. Thomas then proceeded to give a comprehensive presentation upon the ‘Vision Day’ event which Menter Cwm Gwendraeth was able to organise on behalf of the Council.  The event was a means of collecting opinions and information from the Community at large, which would assist the Council in taking decisions as to its future plans.  Individuals would be able to visit the venue at their own convenience throughout the day and to complete appropriate questionnaires.  The service provided could be varied to accommodate the Council’s particular requirements.  For example, a series of two or more such events could be held in different parts of the Community.  An important feature was that, as part of the service, a document would be provided recording and analysing the information collected.  This would be invaluable as evidence in support of future grant applications.  An indication was also given as to the cost of the service.  In conclusion, Mr. Thomas then responded to pertinent questions put to him by Members.   
      The Chairman thanked Mr. Thomas for his most informative presentation.

      A short discussion ensued, during which it became apparent that the reaction to the presentation amongst Members was generally favourable.

      RESOLVED that, in the first instance, enquiries be made as to the availability of grant funding for such an event. 
Other Grants

      31.    Applications for Financial Assistance     
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.3.2]
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      (a)  RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £100 be made to Llanedi Mothers’ Union;

      That a grant of £100 be made to Ty Bryngwyn Hospice Appeal (under the Llanelli 

      Star ‘Never Stop Caring Campaign’;
      That a grant of £500 be made to Eisteddfod Gadeiriol yr Hendy;

      (Councillors Mrs. B. Thomas, R.C. Roberts and G.B. Thomas declared interest)
      That a grant of £100 be made to Eleri Bowen;
      That a grant of £100 be made to Heidi Handley;

      That a grant of £100 be made to Marie Curie Cancer Care;

      That a grant of £75 be made to Pwyllgor Glo-Mân.
      (b)  FURTHER RESOLVED that a grant equal to the cost of reinstating the notice 

      board at St. David’s Church, Hendy which had been damaged by vandals be made 

      to the Church. 

      (c)  FURTHER RESOLVED that the following applicants did not meet the 

      Council’s current criteria for financial assistance:-
      Mencap Cymru;
      Mrs. R. Davies (Street Party);

      Carmarthen Shopmobility Caerfyrddin.

      (d)  FURTHER RESOLVED that, henceforth, applications for financial assistance

      be considered twice-yearly in April and October of each financial year.
Policing
      32.     Police Report
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.4.2]
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Strategic Policy Committee of the Council made at its Meeting held on the 8th March 2011, it was –

RESOLVED that the Police be invited henceforth to submit their Reports on a quarterly basis, i.e. for presentation at the July, October, January and April Monthly Meetings of the Council.  
      Other Community Matters
      33.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – Queen’s Jubilee 2012
                [AGENDA ITEM 7.5.1]
      Members were given a short update upon the proposals for the above event.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      (Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes declared interest)
      34.     Reading Room, Hendy

                [AGENDA ITEM 7.5.1]         
      Members having been informed that the County Authority had indicated that it
      would be prepared to consider the voluntary transfer of the above building to the 

      Council and having also been provided with notes of the Special Meeting of 
      Hendy Ward Members held on the 8th March 2011, they were invited to consider 
      the recommendation of that Meeting to the effect that an inspection of the property 
      should be undertaken and that advice be taken from suitably qualified persons as 
      to the feasibility of the proposals for the use of the property in the event of the 
      County Authority agreeing to the transfer. 

      RESOLVED that an inspection of the property be carried out by the Hendy Ward 

      Members and that their report be awaited.

      PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      35.     Llais Llanedi
                [AGENDA ITEM 8.3.1]
      On behalf of the Newsletter Working Group, Councillor W.A. Evans again
      reminded Members that material was required for inclusion in the next issue of 
      Llais Llanedi.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Working Group be awaited.
      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
36.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.1.1]
The Clerk stated that he still had nothing further to report regarding the re-naming of the above property.  
RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

37.     Unauthorised Development – Land at Gelli-Gillion Farm, Sardis

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.1.1]
The Clerk stated that further reaction of the Planning Authority to the unsatisfactory state of affairs at the above location was awaited.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

38.     Unauthorised Development – Land off Bryngwili Road, Hendy

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.1.3]

County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported that certain local residents had raised concerns regarding the use of land at the above location for business purposes, viz. dog kennels.

RESOLVED that, for the present, further consideration of the matter be referred to the Special Meeting of Hendy Ward Members to be held on Tuesday, the 12th April 2011 a Arlan Gwili, Hendy.
39.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.1.4]
(a)  As to the Planning Applications listed in the Surveyor’s Report –

NOTED.

(b)  No Planning Decisions had been received.

NOTED.

Other Issues
40.     Poor Condition of Premises in Fforest Road, Hendy

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.2.1]
There was no further information to impart with regard to the above matter.

NOTED.

41.     Tycroes R.F.C. – ‘Party on the Pitch’

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.2.1]
The Clerk confirmed that, as had been resolved at the Special Meeting of the Council held on the 28th March 2011, he had lodged with the Licensing Authority a formal objection to the grant of a licence for the above event in its augmented form (i.e. with an attendance of up to 9,999 persons), pending receipt of acceptable assurances.  He had also spoken to the Chairman of the Club prior to submitting the said objection to set out the Council’s position.  Mr. Jones also stated that he would write to the Club, firstly, to confirm that he had stressed to the Licensing Officer that the Council was generally supportive of the Club’s efforts on behalf of the community and would certainly wish the event to continue and to be successful and, secondly, to explain that, from the Council’s point of view, it was simply a matter of taking account of the genuine concerns of local residents and ensuring that the parking and other facilities were adequate and that all proper safeguards were in place.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.  
Other Issues 

42.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Mapping of Public Sector Land 

          and Property Ownership

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.2.2]

The Clerk placed before the Council a letter received from the County Authority enquiring whether the Council would be prepared to provide details of its property ownership for inclusion in the Welsh Assembly Government’s Electronic Property Information Service.

RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to respond appropriately to the request. 

43.     Other Issues – Further Correspondence

          [AGENDA ITEM 9.2.2]
The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence which had been received:-

Carmarthenshire County Council – Barn Owl Survey

One Voice Wales – National Training Programme for Community and Town Councils

Pwyllgor Apêl Pontarddulais a’r Cylch ar gyfer Eisteddfod yr Urdd – Celebration Evening: Invitation

Carmarthenshire Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs – County Rally: Invitation

Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water – Temporary Closure of Cwmgwili Lane (U2308)
One Voice Wales – Notice of 2011 Conference and Annual General Meeting

Carmarthenshire County Council – Change of Bus Service Operator in Ammanford Area
NOTED.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

44.     Appointment of Surveyor to the Council 

          [AGENDA ITEM 10.1] 
The Clerk merely reminded Members that a Special Meeting to interview the three shortlisted candidates for the above post was to be held on Monday, the 11th April 2011, at Arlan Gwili, Hendy, commencing at 7.00 p.m.

NOTED.
45.     Working Practices of Council
          [AGENDA ITEM 10.1]
The Clerk placed before the Council the notes of the Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee held on the 8th March 2011, at which the above issue had been considered.
Pursuant to the recommendations made by the said Committee and in the interests of improved efficiency, it was RESOLVED as follows:- 
· That there should be regular use of Ward Meetings, where matters specifically affecting, on the one hand, the Hendy/Llanedi Wards and, on the other, the Tycroes Ward might be considered by the relevant local Members before being placed before the full Council for a formal resolution;

· That all Council Members should be required to participate in the Committee system;
· That an agreed Community Plan should be prepared;

· That steps should be taken to facilitate the understanding of the relationship of the Agenda to the Minutes, such as showing the relevant Agenda numbers alongside the Minute headings;

· That steps should be taken to facilitate the understanding of the relationship of the Agenda to the Minutes, such as showing the relevant Agenda numbers alongside the Minute headings.

(NOTE:  The further recommendation of the Committee to the effect that Police Reports should be received quarterly instead of monthly had been accepted earlier in the Meeting [see Minute no. 32 above])
46.      One Voice Wales – Renewal of Membership

           [AGENDA ITEM 10.2]
The Clerk placed before the Council a letter received from One Voice Wales inviting the Council to renew its membership of the organisation for the year 2011-2012.
RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting.

47.     Annual Chairman’s Dinner

          [AGENDA ITEM 10.5]

The Clerk confirmed that the above event would be held at the Mountain Gate Hotel and Restaurant, Tycroes on Friday, the 15th April 2011.

NOTED.
Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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