Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 13th October 2010 at Tycroes Village Hall
Present:          Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, 

                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.L. Griffiths, Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins, 
                  S.J. Lloyd-Janes, A.W. Richards, R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                  Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

                  Mr. D. Rees (Sustainable Organisation Development Officer, 
                  Carmarthenshire County Council)

                  Mr. T. Morgan
On behalf of the Council, the Chairman extended to the Clerk and his wife his sincere condolences on the sudden death of Mrs. Jones’ father.  The Clerk expressed his thanks to the Chairman for his kind words, to the Chairman and Councillor J.L. Griffiths for their attendance at the funeral and to all individual Members and the Surveyor who had sent their own messages of sympathy.

      1.     Apologies for Absence

      Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-

Councillors R.B. Evans, S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones. 
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
 (a)  The Chairman reported that Mrs. Thomas and he had attended the Annual Concert of Cantorion Pontarddulais on behalf of Council and that it had been a most enjoyable evening.

NOTED.

(b)  The Chairman presented a short report upon the Annual Meeting of One Voice Wales, at which he and Councillor D.M. Davies had represented Council.

      NOTED.
      3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 8th September 2010 be confirmed and signed subject to the following amendment:-
(Page 7, Minute No. 18(b))

Delete the words – “RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.”

Insert the words – “RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Ieuan Wyn Jones, A.M., the Deputy First Minister of the Welsh Assembly and Minister for Economy and Transport of the Welsh Assembly Government, pressing for the early implementation of the proposal and that a copy of the letter be sent to Helen Mary Jones, A.M.”
      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk reported that the following sum had been received:-
      Carmarthenshire County Council - £30,166.67

      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

O.J. Jones (Vistaprint) - £8.55
Carmarthenshire County Council - £3,438.12

R.A. Ure - £528.75
Geraint Rhys Thomas - £450.00

RT Electrics Ltd. - £6,715.46

RT Electrics Ltd. - £7,483.00

I.Q.P - £90.00

Gwen Jones - £1,050.00 

Gwen Jones - £56.70

Carmarthenshire County Council - £20.00

Menter Cwm Gwendraeth - £50.00

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Christmas Trees and Lights

      6.     Christmas Trees and Lights 2010-2012

      The Surveyor recommended that the quotation of RT Electrics Ltd. for the 

      installation, removal and storage of festive lighting for the above three-year period 

      as set out in his written Report be accepted.        

      RESOLVED that the aforementioned quotation of RT Electrics Ltd. be accepted.
      Amenity Areas
      7.     Landscaping  Work 2010-2011
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 

      continued maintenance of the amenity areas, the provision of plants and the 

      ordering of daffodils - 

      NOTED.

      8.     Fferws Park, Tycroes and Hendy Cricket Ground – Biodiversity
      The Clerk confirmed that, as had been resolved, Ms. Isabel Macho, the 

      Biodiversity Officer of the County Authority, had been invited to attend the

      November Monthly Meeting to address Council upon the proposed biodiversity

      scheme recommended by her for implementation at Fferws Park, Tycroes and also 
      upon the proposal which had been discussed previously involving the creation of a 
      wetland habitat at Hendy Cricket Ground.

      RESOLVED that the visit of Ms. Macho be awaited.
      Play Areas

      9.     Hendy Park

      (a)    Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor presented a Report upon the Site 

      Meeting held at Hendy Park between officers of the County Council and 

      representatives of certain funding organisations, which both County Councillor 

      S.J. Lloyd-Janes and he had attended by invitation.  The parties present had 
      discussed the suitability for grant aid of different facilities within the proposed 
      Hendy Park Redevelopment Plan and particular attention had been paid to the 
      provision of a multi-use games area.  The possibility of locating this facility in 

      Hendy Cricket Ground had also been discussed.

      The Chairman then welcomed to the Meeting Mr. Darren Rees, Sustainable 

      Organisation Development Officer of the County Authority, who had been invited 

      to attend.  Mr. Rees was able to identify the grants for which bids might 

      reasonably be expected to succeed and to clarify the specific criteria which would 

      have to be satisfied  and deadlines met in various cases.  

      RESOLVED that the question of the location, dimensions and other features of the 

      multi-use games area be referred for detailed consideration to a Special Meeting 

      of the Members of Council representing the Hendy and Llanedi Wards (with Mr. 

      Darren Rees in attendance), such Special Meeting to be held as a matter of 
      urgency and the recommendations arising therefrom to be presented to Council at 
      its next Monthly Meeting.

      (b)  The Surveyor stated that, at the aforementioned Site Meeting, he had been 
      able to speak briefly with Mr. Eirian James, the Countryside Recreation and 

      Access Manager of the County Council, on the subject of the problems relating to 

      the river bank at Hendy Park.  However, no firm proposals had been forthcoming.

      RESOLVED that the further advice of Mr. Eirian James be awaited.
      (c)  The Surveyor had nothing further to report regarding the additional litter bins 
      which had been requested for Hendy Park..

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (d)  The Clerk regretted that the work of drafting the inscription for the plaque and  
      the wording of  the information board forming part of the memorial to be erected 
      in Hendy Park to the local residents who had constructed the now-demolished 
      swimming pool had been temporarily suspended  because of the high volume of 

      work being undertaken at present but would be resumed as soon as practicable.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      Sports Clubs

      10.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      The Surveyor expanded upon his written Report, stating that, at the Site Meeting 

      earlier referred to, potential sources of funding had been identified for the 

      essential drainage works at Hendy Cricket Ground.  These opportunities would 

      now have to be pursued.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      11.     Llanedi Sports Association
      The Clerk regretted that, because of a very busy schedule, it had again not been 
      possible to arrange a Meeting of the Management Committee of the Llanedi 
      Sports Association.  Such a Meeting would be arranged at the earliest 

      opportunity.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      Recreation and Leisure – Other Matters

      12.     Dog Fouling

      The problem of dog fouling at various locations was again discussed and possible 

      solutions mooted.  It was reported that warning stickers had been supplied for use 

      at some vulnerable sites.  There was general agreement that firm action by 
      wardens was the most likely method of curtailing the problem.

      RESOLVED that the County Authority be asked to arrange for wardens to patrol the locations particularly affected by way of a deterrent and, if possible, to take action against offenders.  

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      13.     Lighting at Footpath from Tycroes School to Penygarn Road

      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the replacement of light at the above location –

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      Road Safety

      14.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report with regard to 

      proceeding with the traffic hump in Heol y Parc, Hendy (near its junction with

      Maesderi) and to speed monitoring (near the entrance to Clos Glyndwr) –

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      15.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      Once more, there was no substantive information to impart with regard to the above matters.

      RESOLVED that Council continue to await the results of the speed monitoring exercise at Fforest Road and also further information from the County Authority regarding the proposals for Black Horse Square in the light of the intended development at Pontarddulais.
      16.     “Keep Clear” Road Markings at Motorway Junction, Hendy

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported that the Welsh Assembly

      Government had intimated that, because of safety concerns which were explained, 

      it did not support the proposed yellow hatch on the A4138 at its junction with 

      Talycoed and that the County Authority was not, therefore, in a position to 

      implement the proposal.

      A short discussion ensued during which it was pointed out that Council’s original 
      request had simply been for the section of the Llanelli-bound carriageway of 
      the A4138 directly opposite the Talycoed junction to be marked “KEEP 
      CLEAR” and not for yellow box markings to be provided.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk enquire whether the original proposal that “KEEP 

      CLEAR” road markings be provided at the above location would be acceptable.

      17.     Pedestrian Crossing at Tycroes School, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes

      The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the Welsh Assembly Government 

      urging in the strongest terms that a pedestrian crossing be provided at the above-

      mentioned location and pointing out that greater regard should be had for the 

      safety of schoolchildren than for minor delays in the flow of traffic.  He was 

      awaiting a reply.

      RESOLVED that the response of the Welsh Assembly Government to the Clerk’s 

      letter be awaited.

      18.     Road Safety Issues at Tycroes Road, Tycroes

      The Chairman offered a warm welcome to Mr. T. Morgan of Tycroes Road, 

      Tycroes, who, at his own request, had been given permission to speak to Council 

      upon the above topic.

      Mr. Morgan then proceeded to give a passionate address, during which he drew 
      attention to the high risk of serious accident to pedestrians (and particularly 

      schoolchildren) in the lower part of Tycroes Road.  The factors which were 

      highlighted by him included the narrowness of the carriageway in the length of 

      road in question, the absence of a footway, poor visibility and the unnecessary use 

      of the road by heavy vehicles.  Mr. Morgan concluded by requesting a Site 

      Meeting with local Members and other relevant persons in order that the dangers 

      to which he was referring might be fully appreciated.

      Members considered the points made by Mr. Morgan.

      RESOLVED that a Site Meeting with local Members, as requested by Mr.    

      Morgan, be arranged as soon as practicable and that local residents and 
      appropriate Members and Officers of the County Authority also be invited to 

      attend. 

      Bus shelters

19.     Bus Shelters at Hendy and Talyclun
As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report to the effect that that the four brick-built bus shelters at Hendy and Talyclun had now been cleaned and painted – 
NOTED.
Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

20.     Street and Place Name Signs
The Clerk confirmed that the request for the replacement and provision of signs at various locations at Fforest, Hendy and Llanedi (as resolved at the last Monthly Meeting) had been put to the County Authority and that a response was awaited.

RESOLVED that the reply of the County Authority be awaited.

21.     Foul Discharge onto Highway at Fforest Road, Hendy

The Surveyor reported that there had been a recurrence of a problem which entailed the discharge of faecal matter onto the highway from residential premises at the above location.  (Members were reminded that Council had, on a previous occasion, made representations to the County Authority which had led to the removal of the problem.)  The attention of the relevant department of the County Authority had again been drawn to the health risk to which the public was being exposed and it was understood that the necessary remedial action was being taken as a matter of urgency.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

22.     Trading of Vehicles on Public Highways

County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported that the Highways Department of the County Authority was working in co-operation with the Trading Standards Department in order to combat the increasingly common practice of the marketing of vehicles on public highways.  Two particular locations in the Hendy Ward had been identified, one at Talyclun and the other at Black Horse Square, Hendy.  The problem at the lay-by atTalyclun was to be addressed by the introduction of limited waiting in the affected area.  No immediate action was being taken in respect of Black Horse Square as it was anticipated that the junction would be redesigned pursuant to the intended major development at Pontarddulais.  However, it was still under consideration.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

23.     Tycroes Village Hall
Councillor D.T. Enoch reported briefly upon the progress of the Tycroes Village Hall repair and improvement project.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

24.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
There was no new information to with regard to the above hall.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B.Thomas and G.B. Thomas declared interest.)

      25.     Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      Members discussed the proposal to purchase the above property for the purposes 

      of the provision of a community hall.

      RESOLVED that the matter be considered at the Special Meeting of Hendy and 
      Llanedi Ward Members referred to earlier in the Meeting and that the 

      recommendations of the Special Meeting be put to Council at its next Monthly 

      Meeting.

      Other Projects
      26.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
      The Clerk stated that the payment of £1,309.00 to meet the cost of employing an additional youth worker at Hendy Youth Club had been made but that he was awaiting further information from the Youth Service with regard to a specific youth project.
      RESOLVED that the question of a youth project at Hendy be kept under review.

      27.     Memorial to Terry Price
      Members discussed the proposal that a suitable memorial to the late international rugby player, Terry Price, be erected at Hendy Park.
      RESOLVED that a Working Group consisting of the Chairman, Councillor D.M. Davies and the Clerk pursue the matter and report back to Council with its recommendations in due course.

Other Grants

28.     Acknowledgements of Grant
The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgement of grant received:-
      Urdd Gobaith Cymru.   

NOTED.

29.     Notice Board for Llanedi School
As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report to the effect that the new notice board for Llanedi School funded by Council had now been erected –

NOTED.

      30.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £110 be made to the Carmarthenshire Federation of Young 

      Farmers’ Clubs; and
      That a grant of £100 be made to the 1911 Llanelli Railway Strike Remembrance 

      Committee.
      FURTHER RESOLVED that no grant be made to the following:-

      Dyslexia Wales; and
      Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales.
Policing
      31.     Police Report
The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of September in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  3 crimes had been recorded, of which 1 had been detected and enquiries were ongoing in respect of the remaining 2.  It was commented that this had once again been a ‘reasonable period’ from the point of view of crime.  Anti-social behaviour calls had again been low. 

      The Report also contained:-

(i) A short report upon the last P.A.C.T. Meeting held at Llangennech 

Community Centre, again poorly attended, stating that it had been difficult to identify new priorities (the one new priority agreed upon had related to Llangennech) and that the next Meeting would be held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy on the 8th November 2010;
      (ii) Notification that a Meeting would be held at Llanedi Church Hall on the 2nd 

      November 2010, at which the Burglary Reduction & Intervention Co-ordinator 

      would be giving a talk on safety after recent events in the village of Llanedi;      
      (iii)  Information regarding the Farmwatch Meeting in Llanedi Church Hall; and

      (iv)  A statement that there had been no problems with under-age drinking or 
      other anti-social behaviour in Hendy Park but that weekend patrols would 
      continue.

NOTED.

No Report had been received from Ammanford Police Station.

NOTED.

      Other Community Matters
      32.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – Queen’s Jubilee 2012
      The Clerk reported that his intended meeting with the Clerk to Pontarddulais 

      Town Council referred to in the last Monthly Meeting had yet to be held.

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Clerk be awaited.

      33.     Remembrance Service
      The Clerk reminded Members that Council’s Annual Remembrance Service 

      would be held at St. Edith’s Church, Llanedi on Sunday, the 14th November 2010, 

      commencing at 2.30 p.m.  Mr. Jones requested Council’s authority to issue the 
      usual invitations and to make all other customary arrangements.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to issue the appropriate invitations and 
      to proceed with the necessary arrangements for the aforementioned Remembrance 

      Service.
      PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      34.     Llais Llanedi
      Councillor W.A. Evans confirmed that every effort would b made by the Working 

      Group to produce the second issue of Llais Llanedi as quickly as possible and 

      again invited Members to submit their ideas and contributions for inclusion.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
35.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

The Clerk regretted to say that he had received no further communication from the Area Manager of the proprietors of the above premises as had been promised.  The Clerk’s original letter inviting them to reconsider the apparent re-naming of the premises as ‘Ty Hendy’ remained unanswered.  Mr. Jones would continue to pursue the matter.
RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.
36.     Planning Application - Former Barn adjacent to Yr Henffald, 
          Brynbargoed Farm, Llanedi -  

Pursuant to the statement in his written Report that the Planning Committee intended to view the above site, the Surveyor was able to confirm that the inspection had taken place and that further consideration of the application had been adjourned until the next Planning Meeting.

 RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
37.     Residential Development at Heol Ddu, Tycroes
Members discussed the above proposed development, consideration of which had been deferred from the last Meeting of Council.

Concerns were expressed as to the possibly adverse impact of such a large-scale development upon nearby properties, the local school and the village of Tycroes as a whole.  Conversely, attention was drawn to the likely benefits which might accrue to Tycroes.  It was also pointed out that the proposed development had previously been considered by Council and, subject to certain safeguards, had met with approval.

RESOLVED that Council adhere to its previous decision regarding the above development.
38.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Town and Country Planning 

          Services: Seminar

Councillor J.L. Griffiths presented a short report upon the above Seminar, which he had attended on behalf of Council.
NOTED.

39.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report

As to the Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s Report –

NOTED.

40.     Unauthorised Development – Land at Gelli-Gillion Farm, Sardis

The Surveyor expanded upon his written Report, stating that he understood that, despite complaints by the local County Member and written representations by himself on behalf of Council, the only action taken by the Enforcement Section of the Planning Authority with regard to the unauthorised development at the above location had been to invite the landowner to apply for retrospective Planning Approval.  He found this to be quite astonishing and inexplicable.  The Surveyor also cited other cases where there had been ineffective ‘enforcement’.
A discussion followed, during which Members concurred with the Surveyor and expressed their total dissatisfaction with the Planning Department’s handling of the above case in particular and unauthorised development in general.  There appeared to be considerable inconsistency in the treatment of different cases.

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the Chief Executive of the County Authority expressing Council’s serious concerns arising from the inadequacy of the Planning Department’s enforcement procedures in cases of unauthorised development within the Community of Llanedi.        
Other Issues
41.     National Eisteddfod 2014

The Clerk reported that he had attended the most recent Meeting of the Aman Group of Local Councils (Councillors D.M. Evan, R.C. Roberts and A.W. Richards had also been in attendance), during which the invitation issued by the Aman Group of Local Councils to the National Eisteddfod to locate its 2014 festival in the Aman Area (and specifically in Tycroes) had again been discussed.  The Chairman of the Group, Councillor Mrs. A. Sizmur (Betws Community Council) had stated that no response had been received from either the Chief Executive of the Eisteddfod or from the County Council following the Group Secretary’s letter enquiring as to the present position. 
To the considerable surprise of those present, Councillor R.C. Roberts had informed the Meeting that he had been advised by the Eisteddfod Chief Executive during a conversation that it had been concluded that the Tycroes site (as well as another site in Carmarthenshire) was unsuitable.  This information had been  received with general indignation by those representatives present and it had been resolved that the Group Secretary should write to both the Chief Executive of the Eisteddfod and the County Council expressing the Group’s disappointment at the apparent lack of courtesy in failing to apprise the Group of the aforementioned decision.

RESOLVED that the outcome of such correspondence be awaited.
42.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Affordable Housing
Members discussed the information with regard to affordable housing and the County Council’s new ‘Pound for Pound’ scheme to assist first time buyers (and others in need), which had been presented to them by Mrs. Lynne Beer, the Rural Housing Enabler.  (Consideration of the matter had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting.)

RESOLVED that the Clerk convey the following information to the Rural Housing Enabler:-

(a)  That Llanedi Community Council (including the two County Councillors in its membership) does support the broad idea of using commuted sums to help local families to buy existing properties in their home area;

(b)  That the Council is of the opinion that a higher percentage of up to 15% (in rural areas) of the purchase price should be offered to match the applicants’ own contributions; and

(c)  That this should be restricted to the entire Community area as a single unit (i.e. Tycroes, Llanedi, Fforest, Hendy and Talyclun).

43.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-
Keep Wales Tidy - Tidy Wales Awards

Disability Wales – Membership

Yes Campaign, Llanelli Labour Party – Referendum on Law-making Powers for Welsh Assembly

Mrs. Elsa Davies – Queen Elizabeth II Fields Initiative and Asset Transfer

NOTED.

44.     Poor Condition of Premises in Fforest Road, Hendy

Attention was drawn to the poor condition of a specific residential property in Fforest Road, Hendy.  The matter had previously been considered by Council and had been referred to the Health Department of the County Authority.  Such action as was possible had been taken at that time.  However, it now appeared that the property had been vacated and was deteriorating.

RESOLVED that the matter again be referred to the Health Department of the County Council.

OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE

      45.     ‘Start Wales’ Festival – ‘Sustainable Carmarthenshire’

      The Clerk gave a short report upon the above event which he had attended at 
      the National Botanic Garden of Wales (the matter having been deferred from the 

      last Monthly Meeting).  

      There had been a presentation which was obviously intended to encourage small

      community-based sustainable projects and details were given of a number of 

      commendable examples.  However, Mr. Jones had noted they had all been 

      achieved by independent groups and no mention whatsoever had been made of the 

      part which Community Councils might play in such projects.

      NOTED.

      46.     Society of Local Council Council Clerks – West Wales Area Meeting 
      The Clerk reported briefly upon the above Meeting which he had recently 

      attended at Carmarthen.
      NOTED.

      47.     Aman Group of Local Councils – Meeting

      The Clerk reported upon the remainder of the above Meeting (attended by

      Councillors, D.M. Evans, R.C. Roberts and A.W. Richards as well as himself), to 

      which reference had been made in Minute No. 41 above with regard to the 
      National Eisteddfod 2014..

      The other main topic of discussion had been the letter issued by the Leader of the 

      County Council to all town and community councils on the subject of ‘Joint 

      Working’, particularly in relation to winter preparedness, public conveniences and 

      parks and playing fields.  The first two categories, viz. winter preparedness and 

      public conveniences were not relevant to Llanedi Community Council as it did 

      not have employees who might be deployed for winter preparation work and there 

      were no public conveniences within its area.

      However, the question of the ownership and maintenance was of considerable 

      interest.  The initial reaction of all representatives present was that any move

      impose obligations for parks and playing fields upon local councils should be 

      resisted and it had been resolved that an appropriate officer of the County 

      Authority should be invited to attend a Special Meeting of the Group in order to 

      clarify the Authority’s position.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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