Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Thursday, the 4th November 2010 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy
Present:          Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans, 
                        Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.L. Griffiths, S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones,  
                  R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                  Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

                  Ms I. Macho (Biodiversity Officer, Carmarthenshire County 
                  Council).
      1.     Apologies for Absence

      Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-

Councillors Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.T. Enoch, Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins, 

S.J. Lloyd-Janes, A.W. Richards. 
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
(a)  The Chairman had no reports to present. 
NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Pontarddulais and Hendy Disabled Association inviting the Chairman and his Consort to attend its Christmas Lunch at the Pontarddulais Rugby Club on Tuesday, the 7th December 2010.

RESOLVED that the Chairman and Mrs. Thomas attend the above-mentioned event on behalf of Council.

      (c)  The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from 

      Pontarddulais Town Council inviting the Chairman and his Consort to attend its 

      Remembrance Service at St. Michael’s Church, Pontarddulais on Sunday, the 14th 

      November 2010.
      The Chairman regretted that he would be unable to attend.

      RESOLVED that Council be represented at the said service by Councillor 

      J.T. Jones.

      (d)  The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from Llanelli Town Council 

      inviting the Chairman and his Consort to attend its Remembrance Service at 
      Llanelli Town Hall on Sunday, the 14th November 2010.

      The Chairman regretted that he would be unable to attend.

      RESOLVED that Council be represented at the said service by the Vice-Chairman 

      Councillor D.M. Evans, accompanied by the immediate Past Chairman, Councillot 

      J.L. Griffiths.

      (e)  The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from the 

      Pontarddulais, Hendy & District Festival Committee reminding Council that the 

      Christmas Carnival would be taking place on Friday, the 3rd December 2010, 

      departing from Hendy Square, and expressing the hope that the Chairman and 

      other Councillors would be in attendance.

      The Chairman confirmed that he would be present accompanied by Mrs. Thomas. 

      NOTED.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 13th October 2010 be confirmed and signed subject to the following amendment:-
(Page 6, Minute No. 16)

Delete the words – “the Pontarddulais-bound carriageway of the A4138 immediately abutting the Talycoed junction”.
Insert the words – “the Llanelli-bound carriageway directly opposite the Talycoed junction”.
      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk stated that there were no receipts to report.
      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

SET Swansea Ltd. - £13.22

SET Swansea Ltd. - £143.62

Tirgwaidd Farm Garden Maintenance - £2,380.55

Tirgwaidd Farm Garden Maintenance - £1,398.25

E.H. Jones - £93.43

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Christmas Trees and Lights

      6.     Christmas Trees and Lights 2010-2012

      Members received the finalised dates and times for the ‘switch-on’ of the   

      Christmas lights listed in the Surveyor’s written Report as follows:-

      Tycroes – Friday, 26th November 2010, 7.00 p.m.

      Hendy – Friday, 3rd December 2010, 6.00 p.m.

      Fforest - Friday, 3rd December 2010, 6.20 p.m.

      Llanedi - Friday, 3rd December 2010, 6.45 p.m

      NOTED.
      Amenity Areas
      7.     Fferws Park, Tycroes and Hendy Cricket Ground – Biodiversity
      (a)  The Chairman extended a warm welcome to Ms Isabel Macho, the 

      Biodiversity Officer of the County Authority, who was attending the Meeting at

      the invitation of Council.  

      Ms Macho then gave a detailed presentation upon her recommended biodiversity 
      scheme, whereby a small section of Fferws Park would be set aside as a wildlife 
      area with minimal maintenance.  By implementing the scheme, Council would be 
      complying with its statutory obligation to have regard to biodiversity in its 
      management of the land.  Ms Macho explained that the land was well-suited for 
      such a purpose as it contained a number of native plant species (some of them now
      quite scarce) which needed to be conserved.  She also pointed out that the scheme 

      could have educational benefits, as the local school could be invited to undertake 

      wildlife projects.  Ms Macho then responded to questions put to her by Members 

      and Officers.  The Chairman thanked her for her most informative talk.

      RESOLVED that the proposed biodiversity scheme be implemented and that the

      instructions to Council’s landscape maintenance contractors be adapted 

      accordingly. 

      (b)  Ms Macho then went on to give an outline of a possible project to provide a 

      wetland habitat at Hendy Cricket Ground, which her colleague had been asked to 

      consider. The methods of constructing such an area were described and details 

      were given of the benefits to wildlife which would accrue.  Again, Ms Macho 

      responded to certain pertinent questions put to her and the Chairman thanked her 

      for her valuable contribution..

      Members were reminded that the underlying reason for considering such a project 

      was that it had been suggested that the likelihood of grant aid becoming available 

      for the desperately need major drainage scheme at the cricket ground might be 

      enhanced if the proposed wetlands area were to be provided as a facility open to 

      the public at large.  However, fears were expressed that such a scheme might 

      actually exacerbate the drainage problem and thus be counter-productive.
      RESOLVED that further consideration of the above matter be deferred until the 
      next Monthly Meeting.

      Footpaths

      8.     Maintenance of Footpaths

      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that the footpaths 

      had received their final cut of the year -      

      NOTED.

      Play Areas

      9.     Hendy Park

      (a)    Council was informed that it was the recommendation of the recent Special 
      Meeting of Hendy and Llanedi Ward Members that, as the centrepiece of the next 
      phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park, a multi-use games area (MUGA) 

      should be installed.  The dimensions of the area (being the largest possible having 

      regard to the space available) were agreed and it was also agreed that it should 

      cater for as wide a range of games as was feasible.  The recommendation was 
      subject to appropriate technical advice being taken and was made with the 
      intention of meeting the imminent the application deadline for the grant funding 
      which had been identified.  Following the said Meeting of Ward Members, certain 
      technical information had been obtained and it had become clear that it would be 
      preferable to opt for one of two possible standard sizes, both of which were 
      somewhat smaller than the original size recommended but still catered for a good 
      range of games.

      However, pursuant to the statement in his written Report that quotations were 
      awaited, the Surveyor regretted to say that they had not been received and there 
      was general acceptance that it would not now be possible to meet the 

      aforementioned grant application deadline. 

      RESOLVED that further consideration of the matter be deferred until the next 

      Monthly Meeting.
      (b)  There was no new information to impart with regard to the problems relating 
      to the river bank at Hendy Park.  
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      (c)  There was no new information to impart regarding the additional litter bins 
      which had been requested for Hendy Park..

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (d)  The Clerk had no new information to impart regarding the plaque and 

      information board intended to form part of the memorial to be erected in Hendy 
      Park to the local residents who had constructed the now-demolished swimming 
      pool.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Sports Clubs

      10.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      There was nothing further to impart with regard to the proposed drainage scheme 

      at Hendy Cricket Ground. 

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      11.     Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council an enquiry received from Hendy R.F.C.  as to 

      whether financial assistance might be afforded retrospectively to the Club in 

      respect of drainage works carried out to its second pitch under the rolling 

      programme of assistance currently operated by Council.

      RESOLVED that the application be refused as the necessary criteria had not been
      met but that it be made known to Hendy R.F.C. that a future request for assistance

      in respect of ground works would be considered favourably provided that the 

      necessary criteria as to submission of quotations on the basis of  a suitable 

      specification were met.

      12.     Llanedi Sports Association
      The Clerk informed Council that the next Meeting of the Management Committee

      of the Llanedi Sports Association was to be held on Tuesday, the 16th November 
      2010, at Tycroes Rugby Club..

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      13.     Annual Grant - Acknowledgement 
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgement of grant 

      received:-

      Tycroes R.F.C.

      NOTED.

      Recreation and Leisure – Other Matters

      14.     Dog Fouling

      The Clerk confirmed that, as had been resolved, he had written to the County 

      Authority seeking its assistance with regard to the above problem and that he was 

      awaiting a reply.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      15.     Fly Tipping

      Further to the information contained in his written Report, the Surveyor advised Council that it had transpired that it was not permissible to instal lockable barriers on public highways to prevent fly tipping.  Accordingly it was intended to erect warning signs at Heol y Felin as well as at Heol y Geubren.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review. 
      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      16.     Lighting at Footpath from Tycroes School to Penygarn Road

      The Surveyor stated that he had no new information to impart the replacement of lighting at the above location,
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      Road Safety

      17.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      There was nothing further to report regarding the implementation of the latest 

      phase of the traffic calming scheme at Heol y Parc, Hendy.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      18.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      There was no substantive information to impart with regard to the above matters.

      RESOLVED that Council continue to await the results of the speed monitoring exercise at Fforest Road and also further information from the County Authority regarding the proposals for Black Horse Square in the light of the intended development at Pontarddulais.
      19.     “Keep Clear” Road Markings at Motorway Junction, Hendy

      The Clerk confirmed that a request had been submitted for the reconsideration of 

      Council’s original proposal that “KEEP CLEAR” road markings be provided at

      the above location and that a response was awaited.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      20.     Pedestrian Crossing at Tycroes School, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes

      The Clerk stated that he had not received from the Welsh Assembly Government a 
      response to his letter urging that a pedestrian crossing be provided at the above-

      mentioned location.  However, Miss Helen Mary Jones, A.M. had provided him 
      with a copy of a letter dated the 13th September 2010, which she had received 
      from the Minister for Economy and Transport.  It was stated in that letter that 
      Carmarthenshire County Council was investigating ways of improving safety at 
      Tycroes School by providing dropping off points and parking bays either at the 
      front or the side of the school.  In April 2010, the County Council had carried out 
      a pedestrian crossing appraisal as part of the proposed changes to the front of the 
      school but, unfortunately, the location had failed to meet the criteria for a 
      pedestrian crossing. A priority based speed limit review on trunk roads (as set out 
      in the guidelines ‘Setting Local Speed Limits in Wales’ announced in November 
      2009) had been commenced.  Officials would review this section of the A483 
      trunk road during the current financial year.  Once the review had been completed 
      and any changes actioned, the Assembly Government would, in conjunction with 
      the County Council, further investigate how safety at the school might be 
      improved.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      21.     Road Safety Issues at Tycroes Road, Tycroes

      The Clerk confirmed that the intended Site Meeting at the above location had been 

      arranged for Monday, the 8th November 2010, commencing at 10.00 a.m. 

      RESOLVED that the outcome of the above-mentioned Site Meeting be awaited.

      Highways and Road Safety – Other Matters

22.     Street and Place Name Signs
The Clerk stated that he had been provided with a copy of an e-mail responding to Council’s request for the replacement and provision of signs at various locations at Fforest, Hendy and Llanedi, which had been sent to County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes by an officer of the Technical Services Department of the County Authority.  As to the signs showing the incorrect naming of Heol y Fforest, it was stated that, as they were in good condition, he was reluctant to replace them for the present for economic reasons (the cost being almost £1,000).  The error would be rectified when the time came to replace them.  The sign for Clos Bryngwili would be erected shortly.  The question of the removal of signs for Fforest and Llanedi had not been addressed.  The Clerk had considered this response to be utterly inadequate apart except for the assurance that the Clos Bryngwili sign would be provided.  He had, therefore, repeated his request that correctly worded signs for ‘Heol y Fforest’ be erected in place of the existing defective ones and that the signs for Fforest and Llanedi which had been removed be replaced.  A response was awaited.
RESOLVED that the reply of the County Authority be awaited.

23.     Foul Discharge onto Highway at Fforest Road, Hendy

Council was informed that the necessary works to remedy the above problem had now been carried out.

NOTED.

24.     Trading of Vehicles on Public Highways

For the present, there was no new information to impart with regard to the above matter.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

25.     Tycroes Village Hall
Council was informed that the Architect’s Report upon the above building in anticipation of its repair and improvement was expected shortly.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

26.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
There was no new information to with regard to the above hall.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas and G.B. Thomas declared interest.)

      27.     Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      (a)  Council was informed that the question of the purchase of the above property 
      for the purposes of the provision of a community hall had been discussed at the 

      recent Meeting of Hendy and Llanedi Ward Members and that it was 

      recommended that Council should proceed with such purchase subject to the 

      availability of adequate funding and to all necessary preliminary enquiries and 

      other appropriate precautions.  
      RESOLVED that Council should proceed with the purchase of the above property 
      on the aforementioned basis.

      (b)  The Clerk also informed Council that arrangements had been made for 
      Members who wished to do so to visit Llangennech Community Centre on Friday, 
      the 12th November 2010, at 10.00 a.m.  Officers and Members of Llangennech 

      Community Council would be present to answer any questions which might be put 

      to them regarding the establishment of that that facility.

      NOTED.

      (c)  The Clerk also reported that he had presented to the aforementioned 
      Meetingof Hendy and Llanedi Ward Members a letter received from Menter Cwm 
      Gwendraeth inviting Council to consider holding a ‘Vision Day’ (‘Diwrnod 
      Gweledigaeth’), all arrangements for which would be made by that organisation.  
      The event would give local residents the opportunity to voice their opinions upon 
      a wide range of community affairs.  The particular relevance to the matter at hand 
      was that, following the event,  Council would be provided with a written Report, 
      which would be of value as evidence of public consultation for the purposes of 
      any grant application.  Menter Cwm Gwendraeth had offered to give a 
      presentation explaining its proposal and it was recommended that this offer be 
      accepted by Council.
      RESOLVED that a representative of Menter Cwm Gwendraeth be invited to 

      address Council upon the aforementioned proposal at the earliest opportunity.

      Other Projects
      28.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
      The Clerk stated that the he had still heard nothing further from the Youth Service with regard to a specific youth project.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      29.     Memorial to Terry Price
      The Clerk stated that he had nothing to report for the present with regard to the proposed memorial to the late international rugby player, Terry Price.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Working Group be awaited.

Other Grants

      30.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £50 be made to the Sir Gâr Carmarthenshire Federation of 
      Women’s Institutes; 
      That a grant of £220 be made to Wales Air Ambulance; and

      That a grant of £100 be made to BLAS Ammanford and District Life After Stroke. 

      FURTHER RESOLVED that no grant be made to the following:-

      Victim Support Cymru; and
      Relate Cymru.
      31.     Rho Dy Law and Hendy R.F.C. - Hendy Santa Run (Ras Sion Corn yr 

                Hendy)
      The Clerk reported that he had received a communication from Hendy R.F.C. 

      providing information about the above event proposed to be held at Hendy Park 

      on the 19th December 2010 and to be organised jointly by the Club and Rho Dy 

      Law (a local registered charity).  The event would consist of a number of ‘fun 

      runs’ for various age groups followed by a ‘kids’ disco’ at Hendy Rugby Club.  

      The proceeds of the event would be donated to the charity.  Guidance had been 
      sought regarding the permissions required and other formalities and the Clerk had 
      been able to provide certain relevant information.  Council was also invited to 

      sponsor or endorse the event.  
      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the action taken by the Clerk be endorsed; 

      That County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes be invited to participate in the ‘fun run’.

      That consideration of the request for financial assistance be deferred until the next 

      Meeting of Council so that fuller information might be obtained. 

Policing
      32.     Police Report
The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of October in respect of the Tycroes area.  Only 1 crime had been recorded, resulting in the issue of a formal warning.  It was also stated that the Halloween period had been quiet.  

NOTED.
The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of October in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  11 crimes had been recorded, of which 2 had been detected and enquiries were ongoing in respect of the remaining 9.  There had been a sharp increase in crime over the month but there had been isolated incidents in certain locations. Anti-social behaviour calls had again been low and no such calls had been received over Halloween. 

      The Report also contained:-

      (i)  A short report upon the last P.A.C.T. Meeting held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy, 
      (again poorly attended) stating that it had not been possible to identify new 
      priorities and notification that the next Meeting would be held at Llangennech 

      Community Hall on the 6th December 2010;
      (ii) A short report upon the Meeting held at Llanedi Church Hall on the 2nd
        November 2010, at which the Burglary Reduction & Intervention Co-ordinator 

      was to have given a talk on keeping homes secure but only 2 residents had 

      attended; and     
      (iii)  A statement that there had been no problems with under-age drinking or 
      other anti-social behaviour in Hendy Park but that weekend patrols would 
      continue.

      (It was pointed out to Members that the Meeting at Llanedi Church Hall 

      mentioned in the Police Report had clashed with another meeting in the village.)

NOTED.

33.     Dyfed-Powys Police Authority – Carmarthenshire Community 

          Consultative Meeting 2010
The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the above Authority giving notice that the above Meeting would be held on Thursday, the 18th November 2010 at the Selwyn Samuel Centre, Llanelli.

RESOLVED that Councillor S.W. Higgins (being the nominated representative) attend the said Meeting on behalf of Council.

The Clerk also stated that the aforementioned letter had enclosed a questionnaire in respect of policing priorities for 2011/12 and that Council was asked to complete and return the same.

RESOLVED that the Clerk complete and return the said questionnaire on behalf of Council.   

      Other Community Matters
      34.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – Queen’s Jubilee 2012
      The Clerk stated that, as yet, he had nothing further to report upon the above 

      matter.

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Clerk be awaited.

      35.     Remembrance Service
      The Clerk confirmed that all arrangements were in place for Council’s Annual 
      Remembrance Service to be held at St. Edith’s Church, Llanedi on the following  

      Sunday, the 14th November 2010, commencing at 2.30 p.m.  At the request of the 

      Chairman, the Revd. Emlyn Dole of Pontyberem had been invited to participate in 

      the service as the Guest Preacher.

      NOTED.   
      PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      36.     Llais Llanedi
      Councillor W.A. Evans confirmed that it was intended to issue the second edition 

      of Llais Llanedi very shortly.

      NOTED.

      Councillor Evans also reminded Members that the newsletter, as well as the 

      website and translation services, had been funded by the Big Lottery Fund.  He 
      was pleased to place before Council a letter received from the Big Lottery Fund 
      confirming the acceptance of the End of Grant Report and the closure of the 
      ‘Awards for All’ grant file and offering congratulations on the completion of the 
      project.  
      NOTED.
      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
37.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

The Clerk regretted that he had still received no further communication from the Area Manager of the proprietors of the above premises as had been promised with regard to the apparent re-naming of the above premises as ‘Ty Hendy’.  He would  continue to pursue the matter vigorously.
RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.
Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas was able to provide certain information regarding the residents for whom the above premises would cater.

RESOLVED that the Clerk enquire whether local Members might be permitted to pay a visit to the premises.
38.     Planning Application - Former Barn adjacent to Yr Henffald, 
          Brynbargoed Farm, Llanedi -  

Council was informed that the above application was now the subject of an appeal.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
39.     Unauthorised Development – Land at Gelli-Gillion Farm, Sardis

The Clerk confirmed that, as had been resolved, a letter had been sent to the Chief Executive of the County Authority expressing Council’s serious concerns arising from the inadequacy of the Planning Department’s enforcement procedures in cases of unauthorised development within the Community of Llanedi.  A substantive reply was awaited
RESOLVED that the response of the County Council be awaited. 
40.     Naming of New Residential Development – Former Griffiths Pallets 
          Site, Hendy
The Clerk was please to report that he had received notification from the County Authority that the name ‘Clos y Wern’ for the above development (as had been proposed by Council) had been formally accepted and registered.

NOTED.

41.     Planning – Correspondence
The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-
Carmarthenshire County Council – Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan: Delivery Agreement Revision

SSE Renewables – Proposed Nant y Moch Wind Farm: Consultation

NOTED.

42.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report

As to the Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s Report –

NOTED.

Other Issues
43.     National Eisteddfod 2014

There was as yet nothing further to report regarding the invitation issued by the Aman Group of Local Councils to the National Eisteddfod to locate its 2014 festival in the Aman Area (and specifically in Tycroes).

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

44.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Affordable Housing
The Clerk confirmed that the response of Council to the consultation letter regarding affordable housing received from the Rural Housing Enabler of the County Authority had now been submitted, as had been resolved, and that an acknowledgement had been received stating that Council’s views would be taken into account.

NOTED.

45.     Poor Condition of Premises in Fforest Road, Hendy

The Clerk stated that the response of the County Authority to Council’s concerns regarding the poor condition of a specific residential property in Fforest Road was awaited.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

46.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority

Carmarthenshire County Council – Alcohol-related Anti-social Behaviour: Questionnaire

Menter Cwm Gwendraeth – Annual General Public Meeting
Carmarthenshire County Council – 50+ Event
NOTED.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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