Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 19th May 2010 at Tycroes Village Hall
Present:         Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans,  
                        R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.L. Griffiths, 

                        R.W.M. Higgins, S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones, S.J. Lloyd-Janes, 
                        A.W.Richards, R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas.
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

                        Mrs. E Cullen, Mr. M. Jewell, Mr. D. Rees (Carmarthenshire County Council). 

1.     Apologies for Absence

No apologies for absence had been received as all Members were present at the Meeting.
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman, Councillor G.B. Thomas, had no personal matters to report.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 7th April be confirmed and signed.

      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk reported that the following payment had been received:-

      Carmarthenshire County Council - £30,166.66
      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
(a)  RESOLVED that the Clerk’s action in making the following payments be endorsed:-

Second Life Products Wales Ltd. - £1,273.70

Pontarddulais & Hendy Festival Committee - £60.00
Innovate Community Co-operative - £379.20

(b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

G.B. Thomas - £1,120.80 
O.J. Jones - £15.45
6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

(a) The Chairman referred to a letter sent to each Member by the Clerk and the 
Surveyor regarding the review of their salaries for the financial year 2009-2010 and to additional information supplied by the Clerk since the last Meeting and invited the Clerk and Surveyor to leave the Meeting while the matter was being discussed.

(The Clerk and Surveyor duly left the room for the duration of the discussion.)

RESOLVED as follows:-
That the officers’ salaries for the year 2009-2010 be paid at the rate of Spinal Column Point 24 on the Salary Scales of the National Joint Council for Local Government Services and that for the current year the salaries initially be paid at the rate of Spinal Column Point 24 but rising to Spinal Column point 27 after six months.

(b)  The Clerk stated that further information obtained had shown that the review of officers’ expenses for the current financial year would prove to be far more complex than had been anticipated. 

RESOLVED that the matter be referred to the Strategic Policy Committee for detailed consideration and that the Committee meet for that purpose on Tuesday, the 25th May 2010 at a venue to be arranged, commencing at 7.00 p.m.

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Amenity Areas
      7.     Landscaping  Work 2010-2011
      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that he had agreed 

      on behalf of Council to attend to the clearance of litter from the graveyard of Yr

      Hen Gapel, Hendy and to instal a new litter bin therein –

      RESOLVED that the action taken by the Surveyor be endorsed.

      Footpaths

      8.     Footpath leading from Maesderi to Heol y Parc, Hendy

      The Clerk reported that he had discussed with the Police the vandalism of the

      anti-cycling barriers at the above location but that it had been concluded that, in

      the absence of evidence to identify the culprits, no worthwhile action could be 
      taken.

      NOTED.

      Play Areas

      9.     Hendy Park

      (a)  The Surveyor reported that, on inspecting the work carried out to date as part 

of the first phase of the redevelopment scheme at Hendy Park, he had noted that the timber edging work to the newly laid pathways was quite poor.  There were many trip hazards and large holes had been left between the pathway and existing seats.  He had taken the matter up with the County Council and it had been agreed that a site meeting to discuss the necessary remedial works would be held as soon as possible.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (b)  With regard to the question of the dangerous condition of the river bank at 
Hendy Park, County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported that an inspection had been carried out and that the County Authority was obtaining quotations for certain works for the purpose of stabilising the bank and also seeking the approval of the Environment Agency for such works.
      The Clerk merely added that he had received no response to council’s suggestion 

      that safety precautions might be taken in the meantime.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      Sports Clubs

      10.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      (a)  The Clerk confirmed that he was now merely awaiting delivery of the notice
      board which was to be erected at the rugby ground at Tycroes to acknowledge 
      Council’s contribution to the cost of the major drainage scheme.  The Surveyor 

      would then be asked to arrange for its installation.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      (b)  The Clerk stated that there was, as yet, nothing further to report with regard to 

      the completion of the outstanding drainage works.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.   

      11.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      There was nothing further to report for the present with regard to funding for the necessary drainage works at Hendy Cricket Ground.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      12.     Hendy A.F.C.  – Additional Financial Assistance        
      There was no information to impart for the present.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      13.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      There was no information to impart for the present.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      14.     Ammanford Sports Association – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground and Proposed Llanedi Sports Association
      (a)  The Clerk and Councillors R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans and S.J. Lloyd-Janes 
      reported upon the exploratory Meeting with representatives of the local sports 
      clubs which they had attended at the Tycroes R.F.C. clubhouse to discuss the 
      above matters.  

      Only Hendy A.F.C. had been unable to attend but they had sent their apologies and confirmed their continued interest in the proposals.  The response from the three clubs who had been represented had been extremely positive and it had been agreed that a further Meeting should be held on Tuesday the 15th June 2010 at Hendy R.F.C. Clubhouse, commencing at 7.00 p.m., with a view to establishing formally a Llanedi Sports Association.  It was provisionally agreed that the Management Committee of the Association should comprise two members from each of the four clubs, the two County Councillors, two further Members of Llanedi Community Council (one from the Hendy Ward and one from the Tycroes/Llanedi Wards) and that the Clerk should undertake the duties of Secretary to the Association for an initial period.
      The Clerk stated that it was, therefore, necessary to appoint Members of Council to serve upon the Committee of the Association.

      RESOLVED that the appointment of Members to serve upon the aforementioned Committee be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

      (b)  The Clerk further reported that the clubs represented at the Meeting at Tycroes had all intimated that they would be interested in utilising the facilities at the proposed training barn to be constructed by the Ammanford Sports Association.  Council was reminded that an application for financial assistance in connection with this project remained to be considered.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the said application be further deferred pending the outcome of the inaugural Meeting of the Llanedi Sports Association previously mentioned.
      15.     Tycroes R.F.C. – ‘Party on the Pitch’

      The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from the above club publicising its annual event known as ‘Party on the Pitch’ to be held at the rugby ground on the 19th June 2010.

      NOTED.

      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      16.     Installation of New Seats

      As to the confirmation contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that two new 

      seats had been purchased for Hendy Park and one for Hendy Square –

      NOTED.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      17.     Defective Lights at Ammanford Road, Tycroes  
      Council was informed that the above lights were now in working order.
      NOTED.

      Road Safety

      18.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      Pursuant to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that traffic speeds were to be monitored following the completion of the first stage of the traffic calming scheme on the B4306 at Hendy, the Surveyor was asked to ensure that the monitoring was indeed being undertaken.
      RESOLVED that the results of the aforementioned monitoring exercise be awaited before deciding upon the next step of Council’s traffic calming programme.
      19.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      There was no new information to impart with regard to the above matters.

      RESOLVED that Council await the results of the speed monitoring exercise at Fforest Road and also further information from the County Authority regarding the proposals for Black Horse Square in the light of the intended development at Pontarddulais.
      20.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road

      There remained nothing further to impart for the present with regard to the above matter.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      21.     Provision of Footway at Llannon Road (B4306) and Heol y Geibren, 

                Hendy
      The Clerk informed Council that a Site Meeting had been arranged with the 

      relevant officers of the County Authority to discuss the proposal that a suitable 
      footway be constructed along the relevant lengths of the above roads.  The 

      Meeting was to be held on Monday, the 24th May 2010, at 10.30 a.m.  It was open 

      to all Members to attend if they so wished.  
      RESOLVED that the outcome of the said Site Meeting be awaited.

      22.     Traffic Lights at Motorway Junction, Hendy

      The Surveyor stated that he had no information to impart for the present 

      regarding the perceived problem with the sequence of traffic lights at the 

      above location.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
Bus shelters

23.     Replacement and Provision of Bus Shelters

In the light of the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that the County Authority was, at present, unable to give a timescale for the replacement of the dilapidated bus shelters at Fforest Square and Ebenezer Road, Llanedi -
RESOLVED that the Surveyor proceed to arrange for the replacement of the aforementioned shelters through the partnership arrangement with the County Council as soon as it became possible to do so.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

24.     Tycroes Village Hall
Councillor D.T. Enoch presented a further short report upon the progress of the grant application for the proposed improvements to the above hall.
The Clerk added that he had provided a supporting letter confirming Council’s pledge of £40,000 towards the cost of the works.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

25.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
Pursuant to the Surveyor’s confirmation in his written Report that he had provided a specification for the proposed new roof of the above hall, Councillor 
Mrs. B. Thomas expressed the gratitude of the Hall Committee to him for his kind assistance.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas and GB. Thomas declared interest.)

26.     Community Schools

      (a)  There was no further information to impart regarding the proposal that a new 

      community school should be constructed at Hendy. 
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

 (b)  Councillor D.T. Enoch merely informed Members that the improvement works to Tycroes School were expected to commence in June or July 2010. 

NOTED.

      27.     Closure of Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      It being considered that, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 

      transacted in respect of the above premises, publicity would be prejudicial to the 

      public interest –

      RESOLVED that, under and by virtue of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

      (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting during 

      the discussion of the above-mentioned matter.  
      28.     Acknowledgements of Grant (Halls)
The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant received:-

St. Edith’s Church Hall

Tycroes Scout Hall

Tycroes Village Hall

      Other Projects
      29.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
      The Clerk reported that he had now been able to speak with Mr. C. Cray, the County Council Youth Worker, with a view to implementing the above policy and taking forward specific projects.  Mr. Cray had indicated that he would be happy to attend Council’s Monthly Meeting on the 2nd June 2010.
RESOLVED that Mr. C. Cray be invited to attend the next Monthly Meeting.
30.     The Terry Price Youth Achievement Award   

It was confirmed that there had been insufficient time to introduce the above award for the year 2009-2010.
RESOLVED that the project be taken forward with the intention that the presentation of the first award should take place at the Chairman’s Dinner in 2011.

Other Grants

      31.     Applications for Financial Assistance (deferred)
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance, 

      consideration of which had previously been deferred. 

RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £250 be made to St. John Ambulance, Ammanford Division; and  
      That no grant be made to the following applicants:-

Age Concern Carmarthenshire

Victim Support Cymru

      32.     Applications for Financial Assistance - Acknowledgements
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:-

      Pontarddulais & District Leisure Learners
      Cruse Bereavement Care Carmarthenshire

      Macmillan Cancer Support

      Grŵp Chwarae’r Hendy

      Age Concern Hendy & District

      BLAS Ammanford and District Life After Stroke

      Gŵyl Gerdd Dant Cwm Gwendraeth 2011

      Kidney Wales Foundation

      NOTED.

      33.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £220 be made to Pontarddulais and Hendy Disabled Association; 

      That a grant of £75 be made to Pwyllgor Glo-mân; and 
      That no grant be made to Tenovus.
Policing
      34.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of  April in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 2 crimes, both of which had been detected.   It was commented that this had again been a ‘reasonable month’ from the point of view of crime.  Anti-social behaviour calls had also been low. 

      The Report also contained:-

(i)  A short report upon the last P.A.C.T. Meeting held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy, at which no person other than the Police had been in attendance with the result that it had not been possible to identify new priorities (the next meeting would be held at Llangennech Community Centre on the 7th June 2010);
      (ii)  A statement that the monthly priorities for May would remain the same, viz. 
      speeding in Ebenezer Road, Llanedi and Fforest Road / Carmarthen Road, Fforest;
      (iii)  An update upon the priorities, viz. that the safety camera van had regularly

      patrolled Carmarthen Road / Fforest Road and that traffic officers had also 

      patrolled the area and conducted speed checks;

(iv)  A short report on the well-attended meeting held at Llanedi Church Hall, at which the main topic of discussion had been the possibility of reducing the speed limit for the whole village to 30 m.p.h. for which purpose a speed monitoring exercise was being undertaken (the next meeting would be held at Llanedi Church Hall on the 13th July2010);
(v)  A statement that the Farmwatch Meeting at Llanedi Church Hall scheduled 

for the 26th April 2010 had been cancelled but had been rearranged for the 3rd June 2010; and

      (vi)  A statement that there had been no problems with under-age drinking or other 

      anti-social behaviour in Hendy Park and that weekend patrols would continue.
NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 

Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of March in respect of the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 6 offences, of which 4 had been detected and 2 remained undetected.  (3 of the crimes related to a single incident.)
NOTED.

35.     Dyfed-Powys Police - Purchase of Bicycles for Llwynhendy 
          Neighbourhood Policing Team 
The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from the above Neighbourhood Policing Team explaining that the vehicles used for transporting officers to and from the Hendy/Llanedi area would probably cease to be available to them and that it was proposed to purchase bicycles for a Police Constable and the Police Community Support Officer.  Council was asked whether it would be consider making a contribution towards their purchase.  The cost of each bicycle with related equipment would be in the region of £350.  

RESOLVED that Council make no contribution for the purposes of the purchase of bicycles for use by the aforementioned policing team, it being considered that it was a basic function of the Police to provide essential transport for their officers when on duty.

NOTED.

      Other Community Matters
      36.     Library Service at Hendy
      The Chairman extended a warm welcome to three officers of the County 
      Authority, viz. Mrs. E. Cullen (Head of Business and Specialist Services), 
      Mr. M. Jewell (Regional Library Manager) and Mr. D. Rees (Sustainable

      Organisation Development Officer), all of whom were attending the Meeting at 
      the invitation of Council to respond to questions relating to the future of the 
      library service at Hendy.

      Mrs. Cullen then proceeded to respond to a series of pertinent questions and 

      suggestions contained in a paper kindly prepared by a local resident having an 

      interest in the matter.  During her address, Mrs. Cullen also dealt with 

      supplementary questions put to her by Members and Officers and her colleagues, 

      Mr. Jewell and Mr. Rees, also contributed further information at various points 

      when asked to do so by her.

      Council was given details of the economic background which had led to the

      closure of Hendy Branch Library.  Significant savings had been essential and the 

      closure of the six worst-performing branch libraries (including the one at Hendy) 

      had been unavoidable.  Relevant statistics were cited in support of this decision.  
      To compensate for the closure an enhanced mobile library service was now being 

      provided and branch libraries were still available within relatively easy reach at 

      Llangennech and Pontarddulais.

      Detailed information regarding the timetable and stopping places of the mobile 

      library throughout the Community of Llanedi was provided and suggested 

      changes were noted, with the assurance that they would receive immediate 

      attention.  It was also confirmed that the mobile library had excellent disabled 

      access and that special arrangements could be made for the housebound.  

      Suggested changes to the stocking of the selection of books currently made 

      available in the Arlan Gwili Sheltered Complex at Hendy were similarly noted.

      Information was then provided with regard to the arrangements for the taking over

      and running of the branch library by the Community Council should that be 

      desired.  The County Authority would continue to supply stock and provide 

      professional support.  An outline was given of the formal arrangements between 

      the two Councils which would have to be set up.  Guidance was also provided 
      with regard to the funding which might be available to Council for this purpose, 
      depending upon where it might choose to locate a branch library.
      Mrs. Cullen concluded by saying that she would ensure that any queries with 

      which it had not been possible to deal at the Meeting would be urgently pursued. 

      On behalf of Members, the Chairman then expressed his sincere thanks to their 

      guests for the comprehensive and most helpful presentation which had been given.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the future of library service at Hendy be 

      deferred pending receipt of certain other information.

      37.     Disused Electricity Pylons

      The Clerk stated that he had yet to receive a response from Western Power 

      regarding its intentions as to the maintenance or removal of disused pylons within 

      the Community of Llanedi.

      RESOLVED that the response of Western Power be awaited.
      38.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – ‘Santa Suit’
      The Clerk reported that he had received a communication from the Secretary of 
      the above Committee explaining that the two ‘Santa Suits’ which had been in use 
      during the annual Christmas Carnival for a considerable period of time had 
      become too shabby and required replacement at cost of £60.00 each.  
      Pontarddulais Town Council had agreed to meet the cost of one suit and it was 
      asked whether Council might care to contribute towards the cost of the second.  

      After consultation with the Chairman, the Clerk had issued a cheque for £60.00 to 

      the Committee to meet the cost of the second suit.
      RESOLVED that the action taken by the Clerk as aforesaid be endorsed.

      39.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Armed Forces Day

      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Chief Executive of the 
      County Authority drawing attention to the impending Armed forces Day on the 
      26th June 2010 and enclosing a copy of a letter from the Chief of the Defence Staff 
      so that Council might consider whether it wished to arrange its own celebrations 
      to mark the occasion.
      NOTED.

      40.     Regional Funding Fair 2010      

      The Clerk placed before Council notice received of the above event to be held at 

      Ffos Las Racecourse on Tuesday, the 8th June 2010 from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

      RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas and the Clerk attend the above event 

      on behalf of Council and that any other Member wishing to attend should notify 
      the Clerk in order that he or she might be registered for the purpose with the event 

      organisers.
      PUBLICITY
      Website
      41.     Website
      Councillor R.B. Evans gave a short update upon the progress of the website.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      Newsletter

      42.     Llais Llanedi
      On behalf of the Newsletter Working Group, Councillor W.A. Evans placed 

      before Council the draft of the first edition of Council’s newsletter, ‘Llais 

      Llanedi’, which was to be issued shortly.  Its presentation and layout met with the 

      general approval of Members.  Councillor Evans invited Members and Officers to

      submit as soon as possible any amendments which they might consider 

      appropriate or any suggestions for inclusion in the newsletter.  He also reported 

      briefly upon certain administrative matters.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
43.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

The Clerk regretted that he had not written to the proprietors of the above premises with regard to its apparent re-naming as ‘Ty Hendy’ as he had, as yet, been unable to ascertain the name and address of the person in question.
RESOLVED that the Clerk endeavour to obtain the necessary information and write to the proprietors of the said property as soon as possible.
44.     Planning Applications – Surveyor’s Report
As to the Planning Applications listed in the Surveyor’s written Report -
NOTED.

Other Issues
45.     National Eisteddfod 2014

Councillors J.L. Griffiths and R.C. Roberts, who had attended a Meeting of the Aman Group of Local Councils on behalf of Council, reported briefly upon the discussions which had taken place with regard to the location of the above festival.  An explanation of the requirements for the site had been given by the Eisteddfod Chief Executive, Mr. E. Roberts.  The closing date for nominations was imminent.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

46.     Information from Carmarthenshire County Council

The Clerk stated that he had been assured by the County Council that the  information which had been requested in relation the number of householders against whom action was being taken for non-payment of council tax or rent would be provided very shortly.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited. 

47.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Carmarthenshire County Council – Area Property Review.
Welsh Assembly Government – ‘A Shared Community’: Guidance on Relationship Building Measures and Charters for Unitary Authorities and Community and Town Councils.

Carmarthenshire County Council (Carmarthenshire Regeneration Partnership) – Carmarthenshire Connexions: A Strategy for Prosperity 2005-2015 Mid Term Review.
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – The Code of Conduct for Members of Local Authorities in Wales: Guidance.
Shelter Cymru – Information Matters to Rural Communities

NOTED.

48.     Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Review of 

          Electoral Arrangements: Carmarthenshire County Council

The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Review Officer of the 

above body inviting Council to submit its comments before the Draft Proposals for the above-mentioned review were formulated.

RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

49.     Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Annual Action Plan 

          2011-2012

The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Chairman of the above Authority giving notice that its draft Risk Reduction Annual Action Plan 2011-2012 would shortly be available for consultation.

RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

50.     One Voice Wales – Appointment of Council Representatives

The Clerk placed before Council a request received from One Voice Wales for particulars of the Members who were appointed to represent Council at Committee Meetings of the organisation for the current year.
RESOLVED that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be appointed to represent Council at Committee Meetings of One Voice Wales for the year 2010-2011. 

51.     Use of Welsh Language at Meetings of Council
Council’s attention was drawn to what was perceived to be the use of the English language in Council Meetings to the detriment of the Welsh language simply because one Member alone did not understand Welsh.  

Members were reminded that there had hitherto been an informal arrangement whereby the Member in question’s immediate neighbour at the table had provided him with immediate translations.  However, it was pointed out that Council had in place a Welsh Language Scheme and that each Member had an absolute right to address Meetings in his or her language of choice and an equal right to understand what was being said.
RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred whilst enquiry was made into the cost of simultaneous Welsh to English translation at Meetings of Council.

OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE

No other reports of attendance were received.
Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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