Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 3rd March 2010 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy
Present:         Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, 
                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones, 
                        S.J. Lloyd-Janes, A.W.Richards, R.C. Roberts.
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

1.     Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-
      Councillors D.T. Enoch, Mrs. B. Thomas, G.B. Thomas.

2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman, Councillor J.L. Griffiths, merely wished to draw attention to the fine achievement of the villagers of Llanedi, who had held a coffee morning to raise funds to aid the victims of the Haiti earthquake and had collected a sum in the region of £800.
RESOLVED that the Clerk send a letter of congratulation to the organisers of the event.

3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 10th February 2010 be confirmed and signed.

      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk stated that there were no receipts to report.
      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
(a)  RESOLVED that the Clerk’s action in making the following payments be endorsed:-

J. Randall Roofing Contractors Ltd. - £5,540.13

Happy Home Furnishers - £499.99.

(b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

Tirgwaidd Farm Garden Maintenance - £1,274.87
E.H. Jones - £34.86

SWALEC - £18.37

R.B. Evans - £10.56

E.H. Jones - £9.79

O.J. Jones - £19.98

E.H. Jones – 951.33

O.J. Jones - £1,917.94

H.M. Revenue & Customs - £617.76
6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

The Clerk stated that a further discussion of the review of officers’ salaries and expenses had taken place at the Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee held on the 24th February 2010.  Mr. Jones added that, as had been agreed, both the Surveyor and he had now passed their completed timesheets for the months of December 2009 to January 2010 to the Committee Chairman, Councillor D.M. Evans.  It was expected that, following its next Meeting, the Committee would be in a position to present its Report upon the matter to Council for its consideration.

RESOLVED that the next Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee be held on Tuesday, the 24th March 2010, commencing at 7.00 p.m.  at a venue to be arranged.
      RECREATION AND LEISURE

       Amenity Areas
      7.     Landscaping  Work 2010-2011
      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor gave details of the tenders which had 

      been received for the above works.  He also reminded Members that, for the two-

      year period ending on the 31st March 2010 and by mutual agreement, the said 

      works had been shared between the two contractors who had submitted the lowest

      tenders, both of whom had previously carried out work of a good standard for 

      Council.  The same two contractors had again submitted the lowest tenders.
      RESOLVED that, on the basis of the tenders received, the two contractors in 

      question, viz. Tirgwaidd Farm Garden Maintenance and I.Q.P., be invited to enter 

      into a similar arrangement for sharing the aforementioned works for the period of 

      two years commencing on the 1st April 2010. 
      Footpaths

      8.     Footpath leading from Maesderi to Heol y Parc, Hendy

      The Surveyor reported that his attention had been drawn to the risk being caused 

      to the safety of pedestrians by the riding of motor cycles and scooters along the 

      above footpath. 

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor arrange as soon as possible for the erection of 

      suitable barriers at appropriate points so as to prevent the riding of motor cycles 

      and scooters along the aforementioned footpath.

      Play Areas
      9.     Hendy Park

(a)  The Clerk reported that he believed that the County Authority had now taken the necessary steps to ensure that the remaining conditions of the grants relating to the first phase of the redevelopment of Hendy Park were met and that the outstanding acceptance form had been signed on behalf of Council and would be returned by the prescribed date.

County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes added further information regarding the timescale for the completion of the works.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk and/or County Councillor 
S.J. Lloyd-Janes be awaited.

(b)  Council’s attention was drawn to the erosion and undercutting of the river bank at Hendy Park.  The bank had been rendered unstable in places, thus endangering the safety of persons walking along its surface.

The Clerk reminded Members that the matter had relatively recently been referred to the County Council (being the riparian owner responsible for the river bank) but that a response had been received to the effect that, after consultation with the Environment Agency, it had been concluded that no action was necessary.

RESOLVED as follows:-

That the Clerk again write to the County Authority requesting that the aforementioned matter be reconsidered as a matter of urgency and that immediate steps be taken to alert the public to the hazard by the erection of warning signs; and 
That County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes also pursue the matter.

      Sports Clubs

      10.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      (a)  The Clerk stated that there was still nothing further to report regarding the erection of a suitable notice board recording Council’s contribution to the cost of the major drainage scheme at the rugby ground at Tycroes.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      (b)  The Clerk stated that he had, as yet, no further information to impart regarding  the completion of the aforementioned drainage works.  

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.   

      11.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      Pursuant to his written Report, the Surveyor reported that, at the meeting which County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes and he had held with the Head of Leisure and other County Council officers responsible for grant funding, certain grants had been identified which might be available to Hendy Cricket Club and which, if obtained, might be used as match-funding for the other grant applications for the purposes of the major drainage works required at Hendy Cricket Ground.  The relevant information had been passed to the Club to enable the applications to be made.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      12.     Hendy A.F.C.  – Additional Financial Assistance        
      There was no information to impart for the present.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      13.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      There was no information to impart for the present.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      14.     Ammanford Sports Association – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground and Proposed Llanedi Sports Association
      The Clerk stated that he had now received confirmation from the four sports clubs based within the Community of Llanedi that they did wish to be represented at the proposed exploratory Meeting to discuss the above matters.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk proceed to arrange the said Meeting as soon as practicable and that, subject to the agreement of Tycroes R.F.C., the Meeting be held at its clubhouse.
      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      15.     Installation of New Seats with Council’s Name Inscribed
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report –

      NOTED.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      16.     Defective Lights at Ammanford Road, Tycroes  
      The Surveyor reported that he had been in contact with the South Wales Trunk Road Agency with regard to the above problem and had been informed that it had been the result of accidental damage to the electricity supply cable.  However, the County Council had been asked to carry out the necessary remedial work and this was in hand.

      NOTED.

      Road Safety

      17.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      The Surveyor reported that the work upon the traffic calming scheme on the B4306 at Hendy was proceeding but that the road hump could not be constructed until the necessary lighting was in place.

      A further accident had occurred at the location but, thankfully, no person had been injured.
      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      18.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      The Clerk confirmed that the fact that a fatal accident had occurred in 2005 had been drawn to the attention of the County Authority and that he was awaiting a response.

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes stated that the proposed further site inspection by relevant officers of the County Council, accompanied by himself, had not yet taken place but would be undertaken shortly.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      19.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes presented a further short report upon the position regarding the desired removal of certain poles at the above location.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      20.     Provision of Footway at Llannon Road (B4306) and Heol y Geibren, 

                Hendy
      The Clerk stated that he was awaiting a substantive response from the County 
      Authority to the proposal that a suitable footway be constructed along the relevant 
      lengths of the above roads.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      21.     Traffic Lights at Motorway Junction, Hendy

      Attention was drawn to the sometimes confusing sequence of traffic lights at the 

      above location.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor look into the matter and report back to Council at 

      the next Meeting.
22.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Road Safety Strategy:  A40 Trunk
                Road Pont Abraham to Cross Hands

As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report in respect of the above matter –

RESOLVED that the action taken by the Surveyor in responding on behalf of Council to the consultation in relation to proposed improvements at the above location be endorsed.

Bus shelters

23.     Replacement and Provision of Bus Shelters

A further discussion took place regarding the replacement of bus shelters at Fforest and Llanedi in particular.

RESOLVED that the Surveyor once again contact the County Authority in order to explore further the possibility of replacing the aforementioned bus shelters at an early date.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

24.     Tycroes Village Hall
There was no new information to impart regarding the proposed improvements to the above hall.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

25.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report -
RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (Councillor R.C. Roberts declared interest.)

      26.     St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes – Application for Financial 
                Assistance
      The Clerk stated that he had been notified that the roof repairs at the above hall 

      had been completed satisfactorily.
      NOTED.
27.     Community Schools

There was no new information to impart with regard to the above matter.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      28.     Closure of Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      It being considered that, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 

      transacted in respect of the above premises, publicity would be prejudicial to the 

      public interest –

      RESOLVED that, under and by virtue of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

      (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting during 

      the discussion of the above-mentioned matter.  

      Other Projects
      29.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
(a)  The Clerk placed before Council the Report upon the consultation exercise which had been carried out with members of Hendy Youth Club during the previous year.  He felt that the information would be a useful aid in identifying suitable projects to support.  It was now a matter of speaking with the Youth Service itself with a view to taking matters forward generally.
RESOLVED that the Clerk communicate with the Youth Service for the aforementioned purpose and report back to Council.

(b)  County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported upon a specific tree-planting scheme at Hendy Park, in which he understood that members of Hendy Youth Club would be keen to participate and in respect of which a suitable grant would be available subject to modest match-funding.

RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to pursue the above-mentioned matter and to submit the necessary grant application on behalf of Council.

30.     The Terry Price Youth Achievement Award   

Councillor W.A. Evans on behalf of the Youth Achievement Award Working Group, placed before Council the agreed rules for the above award and the press statement to which minor adjustments had been made.  

RESOLVED that the said rules and press statement be approved and that the project be taken forward with all haste.

Other Grants
      31.     Applications for Financial Assistance (deferred)
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance, 

      consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting. 

RESOLVED as follows:-

That no grant be made to Cerebra; and

That consideration of the following applications be further deferred until the next Meeting of Council:
Age Concern Carmarthenshire

Victim Support Cymru

      32.     Arlan Gwili – Application for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk reported that, having received a suggestion from the Sheltered Scheme 

      Officer that the residents of Arlan Gwili would appreciate a grant for the purchase 

      of a settee for their communal lounge instead of a contribution towards the  cost of 
      their recent outing (as had previously been agreed) and having consulted with the 
      Chairman, he had confirmed that Council would pay the purchase price of £499 

      for the settee.  A letter of thanks had been received. 
      RESOLVED that the action of the Clerk in agreeing to meet the cost of £499 for a 

      settee for Arlan Gwili as aforesaid be endorsed.

      33.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      (a)  That the following grants be made:-

      Grŵp Chwarae’r Hendy - £150
      Gŵyl Cerdd Dant Cwm Gwendraeth 2011 - £100
      Pontarddulais and District Leisure Learners - £110

      (As to Pontarddulais and District Leisure Learners, Councillors R.B. Evans, W.A. 

      Evans and J.T. Jones and Mr. E.H. Jones declared interest.)
      (b)  That consideration of the following application be deferred until the next 
      Monthly Meeting of Council:-

      Grŵp Chwarae’r Hendy (further request)
      St. John Ambulance, Ammanford Division

      (c)  That no grant be made to the following applicants:-

      Towy Community Church
      Spinal InjuriesAssociation

Policing

      34.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of  February in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 3 crimes, of which 2 had been detected.   It was commented that this had been a ‘reasonable month’ from the point of view of crime.  

      The Report also contained:-

      (i)  A short report upon the last P.A.C.T. Meeting held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy (for 

      which, again, there had been a very low turnout) and a statement that no new 
      priorities had been identified;
      (ii)  An update on the existing priorities, viz. that the safety camera partnership 
      van had regularly patrolled Carmarthen Road/Fforest Road and Ebenezer Road 

      and had apprehended numerous offenders;

      (iii)  A statement with regard to speeding at Llanedi to the effect that the hand 
      held speed gun had been utilised but no offences witnessed;  that the hand held 

      gun would be utilised again over the coming weeks;  that the Roads Policing Unit 

      would also continue to conduct speed checks over the coming months; and that the 

      next Meeting would be held at Llanedi Church Hall on the 21st April 2010; and
      (iv)  A statement that there had been no problems with anti-social behaviour in 

      Hendy Park but that weekend patrols would continue.
NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 

Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of February in respect of the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 5 offences, 3 of which had been detected and 1 of which remained undetected. The remaining offence was technically ‘undetected’ at present but the offender was known, the case being a domestic incident between family members.  There had also been 8 anti-social behaviour calls, 4 of which related to one address.

NOTED.

      Other matters
      31.     Hendy Branch Library

      The Clerk reported with regret that, in response to Council’s proposal that the 

      Hendy Branch Library should be upgraded rather than closed, he had been 

      informed by Mr. D.P. Thomas, the Libraries and Heritage Manager of the County 

      Authority, that it had been confirmed that six small part-time libraries, including 

      the one at Hendy, would be closed on the 30th April 2010.  Mr. Thomas had 

      explained the background to the decision in some detail and had emphasised the 

      benefits of the mobile library service which would be introduced to replace the 

      branch library.  He had gone on to say that it was still open to the Community 

      Council, if it so wished, to assume responsibility for the maintenance of the 

      building, to pay the utility bills and to staff the service (possibly with volunteers), 

      in which case the County Authority would continue to stock the branch library.
      A general discussion ensued, in which the absence of prior consultation with 

      Council was criticised.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk invite Mr. D.P. Thomas to attend the next Meeting of 

      Council in order to discuss the future of Hendy Branch Library.

      PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      32.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report –

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      Website
      33.     Website
      Councillor R.B. Evans briefly reported upon the operation of Council’s website.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      Newsletter

      34.     Newsletter

      On behalf of the Newsletter Working Group, Councillor W.A. Evans presented a 

      report upon the progress of the preparations for the issue of the first edition of the 

      newsletter.  In particular, information was provided in respect of likely printing 

      and delivery costs and generally accepted as reasonable.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
35.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes was able to report that he had ascertained that the redevelopment of the above premises, the re-opening of which was imminent,  would create approximately 30 jobs.  He had also learned that it was intended that the County Council should make use of the services of the home for the purposes of respite care.

NOTED.

36.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report
No Planning Applications or Decisions were listed in the Surveyor’s written Report.
Other Issues

37.     National Eisteddfod 2014

The Clerk reported that he had been informed by the Secretary to the Aman Group of Local Councils that she was checking the current policy of the Member Councils before arranging a meeting with the Chief Executive of the Eisteddfod.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review. 

38.     Dyfed-Powys Police Authority – Community Consultative Meeting 
Councillor S.W. Higgins regretted that, because of work commitments, he had been unable to attend the above Meeting on behalf of Council.
NOTED.
39.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Cardiff Council’s Equality Team and South Riverside Community Development Centre – International Women’s Day 2010: ‘Promoting Women in Public & Political Life’ Conference

National Association of Councillors (Wales Region) – Meeting

Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales – Council Meeting (South Wales) 

Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales – Council Meeting & Annual General Meeting

National Assembly for Wales Equality of Opportunity Committee – Inquiry into Accessibility of Railway Stations
NOTED.

40.     Information from Carmarthenshire County Council

It was suggested that Council might be better informed when taking policy decisions affecting the residents of the Community if it were in possession of  statistics in relation the number of householders against whom action was being taken for non-payment of council tax or rent.

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the County Authority enquiring whether such information was available. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

41.     Resignation of Councillor O.L. Hathway – Casual Vacancy
The Clerk reported that he had now received formal notification from the Electoral Registration Officer of the County Authority that no request had been received for an election to take place in order to fill the above vacancy and that it was for Council to co-opt a replacement Member for the Tycroes Ward.  The appointment should be made as soon as practicable.

RESOLVED that consideration of the above-mentioned matter be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

42.     Strategic Policy Committee – Strategic Proposals
The Clerk placed before Council a request from the Strategic Policy Committee for authority to explore and identify new strategic projects for recommendation to Council.  The Committee felt that the initial phase of projects suggested by the Committee had been put in place and were by now well in hand.  It was an appropriate time to move forward with new proposals.

RESOLVED that the Strategic Policy Committee be authorised as aforesaid.
43.     One Voice Wales – Renewal of Membership
The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from One Voice Wales inviting Council to renew its membership for the forthcoming year 2010-11.  The membership fee would be £600.

RESOLVED that consideration of the above-mentioned invitation be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

44.     Chairman’s Dinner

The Clerk sought instructions as to the date and venue of the annual Chairman’s Dinner.
RESOLVED that the Chairman’s Dinner be held on Friday, the 30th April 2010 at a venue to be selected by the Chairman.

OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE

45.     Road Safety Event – Llanedi School

County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes presented a Report upon the above event, which he had attended at Llanedi School and in which the schoolchildren and the Police had participated.  The aim had been to combat the speeding of motor vehicles along Ebenezer Road, Llanedi in the vicinity of the school.

NOTED.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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