Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 2nd June 2010 at Tycroes Village Hall
Present:          Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, 
                        J.L. Griffiths, Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins, S.W. Higgins, S.J. Lloyd-Janes. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

      1.     Apologies for Absence

      Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-

Councillors D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans, J.T. Jones, 
A.W. Richards, R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas.
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
(a)  The Chairman, Councillor G.B. Thomas, had no personal matters to report.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from the Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee inviting the Chairman and his Consort, firstly, to assist with the judging of the window dressing competition (part of the Annual Carnival programme) on Friday, the 25th June 2010, and, secondly, to attend the Carnival itself on Saturday, the 26th June 2010, as VIP guests.  The Chairman confirmed that he would accept both invitations.
NOTED.

The Clerk also placed before Council an invitation to the Chairman and his Consort received from the Mayor of Ammanford to attend Ammanford Town Council’s Civic Service to be held at All Saints’ Church, Ammanford on Sunday, the 13th June 2010.  The Chairman regretted that he would be unable to attend.
RESOLVED that the Vice-Chairman, Councillor D.M. Evans, be asked to represent Council at the Civic Service at Ammanford.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 5th May 2010, the Adjourned Annual Meeting held on the 19th May 2010 and the Monthly Meeting held on the 19th May 2010 be confirmed and signed.
      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk had no receipts to report.
      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

O.J. Jones - £1,542.95
E.H. Jones - £748.31
HM Revenue & Customs - £640.14
O.J. Jones - £176.57
Computer Graphic Signs - £380.00

6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

(a)  The Clerk referred to a further letter sent to each Member by the Surveyor and himself regarding the review of their salaries for the financial year 2009-2010 and to certain additional information supplied by the Clerk.  Council had been invited to reconsider the decision taken at the last Monthly Meeting.

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED as follows:-

That the matter be placed on the Agenda for a Special Meeting to be held on Wednesday, the 23rd June 2010 at a venue to be arranged; and 
That the resolution should constitute a Notice of Motion on the part of the Members present for the purposes of compliance with Council’s Standing Orders.

 (b)  The Clerk merely reminded Members that a Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee was to be held on Wednesday, the 16th June 2010, to consider further the review of officers’ expenses for the year 2010-2011.
RESOLVED that the report of the Strategic Policy Committee be presented to Council at the aforementioned Special Meeting.  

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Amenity Areas
      7.     Landscaping  Work 2010-2011
      The Surveyor recommended that a litter bin be purchased for placement in the 

      graveyard of Yr Hen Gapel, Hendy at a cost of approximately £350.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor proceed with the recommended purchase and 

      subsequent installation of the litter bin at the aforementioned location.

      Footpaths

      8.     Footpath leading from Maesderi to Heol y Parc, Hendy

      The Surveyor confirmed that, following the recent vandalism, an anti-cycling 
      barrier had been refitted at one end of the above footpath but that the second   

      barrier remained to be replaced.
      NOTED.

      Play Areas

      9.     Hendy Park

      (a)  There was no new information to impart for the present regarding the 

redevelopment of Hendy Park.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (b)  There was no new information to impart for the present regarding the 
      question of the condition of the river bank at Hendy Park.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (c)  County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes informed Council that the County 

      Authority had available for placement at Hendy Park a number of litter bins 

      subject to the necessary fixing posts being installed by Council. 
      RESOLVED that the Surveyor arrange for the said fixing posts to be installed at 

      Hendy Park and, thereafter, request the County Authority to proceed with the 

      attachment thereto of the litter bins.

      (d)  Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reminded Members that it was proposed to instal

      a memorial at Hendy Park to the local residents who had constructed the now-

      demolished swimming pool.  A large quantity of written and photographic 
      material was now available and he suggested that the time was appropriate to 
      consider the design of the memorial and to draft a suitable inscription for a plaque 
      to be erected on the spot and the wording for an information board which might be 
      incorporated in the feature.  Councillor Lloyd-Janes wondered whether the matter 
      might be referred to the Strategic Policy Committee for detailed consideration. 
      The Clerk stated that, if the information was made available to him, he would be 

      happy to prepare initial drafts for approval.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk proceed to prepare initial drafts for approval as

      aforesaid.

      Sports Clubs

      10.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report that the notice board  acknowledging Council’s contribution to the cost of the major drainage scheme at Tycroes Rugby Ground would be erected shortly -
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      11.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the funding for the necessary drainage works at Hendy Cricket Ground -
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      12.     Ammanford Sports Association – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground and Proposed Llanedi Sports Association
      (a)  Members discussed the appointment of two representatives to serve on the 
      Management Committee of the proposed Llanedi Sports Assocation, consideration
      of which had been deferred from the last Meeting of Council.

      RESOLVED that Councillors G.B. Thomas and S.W. Higgins be appointed to 

      represent Council on the aforementioned Management Committee for the current 

      year and that the Clerk act as Secretary of the Association.

      (b)  The Clerk reminded Council that consideration of the application for financial assistance in connection with the proposed training barn to be constructed by the Ammanford Sports Association had been deferred pending the outcome of the inaugural Meeting of the Llanedi Sports Association to be held on the 15th June 2010 at Hendy R.F.C. Clubhouse.  

      NOTED.
       Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      13.     Installation of New Seats

      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 

      installation of seats at Hendy Park and Hendy Square –

      NOTED.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Road Safety

      14.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that he had 

      written to the County Council regarding the agreed traffic monitoring at Heol y 

      Parc, Hendy (as well as at FforestRoad and Llanedi Road, Fforest) –

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      15.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      There was still no new information to impart with regard to the above matters.

      RESOLVED that Council continue to await the results of the speed monitoring exercise at Fforest Road and also further information from the County Authority regarding the proposals for Black Horse Square in the light of the intended development at Pontarddulais.
      16.     Provision of Footway at Llannon Road (B4306) and Heol y Geibren, 

                Hendy
      Further to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding 

      the request made to the County Authority to construct a footway along 

      the B4306 road and Heol y Geibren, Hendy connecting with the A48 road at 

      Fforest and the Site Meeting held in connection therewith, the Clerk stated that he 

      had received a letter from the County Authority confirming that the said request 

      had been recorded.

      NOTED.

      17.     Traffic Lights at Motorway Junction, Hendy

      The Surveyor stated that he had not received a reply from the County Council to

      his enquiry regarding the perceived problem with the sequence of traffic lights at 
      the above location.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor pursue the matter with the County Council.

      Bus shelters

18.     Replacement and Provision of Bus Shelters

Pursuant to the information and recommendation regarding the painting of bus shelters at Fforest and Llanedi contained in the Surveyor’s written Report –

RESOLVED that the Surveyor proceed to obtain quotations for the painting of the said bus shelters.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

19.     Tycroes Village Hall
Councillor J.L Griffiths merely confirmed that the result of the grant application  for the proposed improvements to the above hall was now awaited.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

20.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
(a)  There was no new information to impart regarding the proposed new roof for the above hall.  
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (Councillor G.B. Thomas declared interest.)

      (b)  The Chairman informed Council that it was proposed to establish a new

      branch of Urdd Gobaith Cymru for Pontarddulais and Hendy.

      NOTED.
21.     Community Schools

      There remained no further information to impart regarding the proposal that a new 

      community school should be constructed at Hendy. 
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      22.     Closure of Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      It being considered that, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 

      transacted in respect of the above premises, publicity would be prejudicial to the 

      public interest –

      RESOLVED that, under and by virtue of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

      (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting during 

      the discussion of the above-mentioned matter.  
       Other Projects
      23.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
      The Chairman extended a warm welcome to Mr. C. Cray, a representative of the County Authority’s Youth Service, who was attending the Meeting at the invitation of Council to discuss the implementation of the above policy and with a view to taking forward specific projects.  
      Mr. Cray then outlined the work carried out by the Youth Service and the progress made during the previous year at Hendy, with particular reference to the Youth Club established at the Urdd Hall, Hendy.  He also responded to a number of questions put to him by Members and the Clerk.  On the whole, there was reason to be satisfied with the current position and to look ahead with optimism.  Mr. Cray went on to discuss possible future projects and recommended, initially, that the construction by the young people of a small public garden adjoining the Urdd Hall be considered.
      It was pointed out that, before such a project could proceed, it would be necessary to investigate certain matters, not least the ownership of the land in question and the availability of grant aid.
      The Youth Club’s staffing needs were also discussed.

      The Chairman thanked Mr. Cray for taking the time to attend the Meeting and for the information provided and also expressed his appreciation on behalf of the residents of Hendy for the excellent work which was being carried out by the Youth Service.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the outstanding information mentioned above regarding the creation of a public garden be obtained as quickly as possible with a view to proceeding with the project; and

      That the advice of Mr. C. Cray be awaited with regard to the Youth Club’s staffing requirements for the immediate future.

Other Grants

      24.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the application for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a grant of £165 be made to Clwb Gŵyl Edi.
Policing
      25.     Police Report
The Clerk stated that no written Reports had been received from the Police for the month of May.

NOTED.

      Other Community Matters
      26.     Library Service
      The Clerk conveyed to Members certain information relating to the library service

      for the Community of Llanedi and for Hendy in particular, which had been 

      provided to him by the County Authority pursuant to the attendance of  

      Mrs. E. Cullen (Head of Business and Specialist Services), Mr. M. Jewell 

      (Regional Library Manager) and Mr. D. Rees (Sustainable Organisation 
      Development Officer) at the last Monthly Meeting.  A Mobile Library Schedule, 

      which had been revised in response to requests made by Members, was 

      distributed.
      NOTED

      27.     Disused Electricity Pylons

      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from Western Power 
      Distribution in response to Council’s request for confirmation that the disused 
      electricity pylons lying within the Community of Llanedi were being properly 
      maintained and did not constitute a risk to safety and for an indication of the 

      Company’s future intentions regarding those pylons.

      It was stated that the towers in question formed part of the Carmarthen Bay/ 

      Ammanford/Ystradgynlais 132KV overhead line and that, although the line was

      at present disconnected, it still formed an integral part of the 132KV network in 

      South Wales.  The route was available for use when other lines in the area were 

      disconnected for maintenance work.  Assurances were given with regard to the 

      inspection and maintenance of the line and it was stated to be highly unlikely that 

      its dismantling would ever be contemplated.

      NOTED.

      28.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – Queen’s Jubilee 2012
      The Clerk placed before Council a communication received from the above 

      Committee inviting Council to send representatives to a Joint Meeting with 

      Pontarddulais Town Council and the Committee to be held at the Institute, 

      Pontarddulais on Tuesday, the 7th September 2010, commencing at 7.00 p.m., in 

      order to discuss arrangements for the celebration of the above event in 2012.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the appointment of representatives to attend the aforementioned Joint 

      Meeting be deferred until the next Monthly Meeting; and

      That, in the meantime, the Clerk send to the said Committee confirmation that 
      Council would be represented at the said Joint Meeting.

      29.     Flower Boxes
      As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report that flower boxes were due to 
      be installed at the agreed locations during the current week –
      NOTED.

       PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      30.     Llais Llanedi
      The Clerk stated that he understood that it was intended to issue the first edition of 

      ‘Llais Llanedi’ very shortly as soon as the necessary corrections to and revision of 

      the draft presented to Council had been completed.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
31.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

The Clerk confirmed that he had now written to the proprietors of the above premises inviting them to reconsider its apparent re-naming as ‘Ty Hendy’ and that he was awaiting a reply.

RESOLVED that the reponse of the proprietors of the said premises be awaited.

32.     SSE Renewables – Proposed Nant y Moch Wind Farm
The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the above-mentioned company giving details of the intended transportation of heavy loads for the purposes of the above development via the M4 motorway through the Community of Llanedi and of public exhibitions providing information about the project. 

NOTED.
Other Issues
33.     National Eisteddfod 2014

The Clerk presented a short report upon the Meeting of the Aman Group of Local Councils which Councillor A.W. Richards and he had attended.

The main business of the Meeting had been to review the position with regard to the Group’s invitation to the National Eisteddfod to locate its 2014 festival in the Aman Area (and specifically in Tycroes).  It appeared that there was nothing further that could be done by the Group and that it was now a matter for resolution  between the County Authority and the Eisteddfod management.  It had been resolved to write to the County Council seeking an update.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

34.     Information from Carmarthenshire County Council

The Clerk placed before Council certain financial statistics relating to the Community of Llanedi which had been provided by the County Authority in response to Council’s request.

NOTED.

35.     Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Review of 

          Electoral Arrangements: Carmarthenshire County Council

The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the County Authority providing details of the electorates of the existing electoral divisions in the Community of Llanedi for the purposes of the above process, consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting.

NOTED.

36.     Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Annual Action Plan 

          2011-2012

The Clerk placed before Council a copy of the above-mentioned Draft Plan, consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting.

 NOTED.
37.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Shelter Cymru – Information Matters to Rural Communities: Celebratory Event.

Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Complaints Wales Consultation: Proposal for a Common Complaints System for Public Service Providers in Wales.

NOTED.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

38.     Use of Welsh Language at Meetings of Council
The Clerk reported that he had contacted a number of qualified translators in order to obtain quotations for the provision of simultaneous translation from Welsh to English at Council Meetings.  Unfortunately, only one of them had been able to give a quotation, the others being either unavailable or only able to provide a written translation service.  The Clerk apprised Members of the quotation received in order to give an indication of the likely costs involved but stated that he would endeavour to obtain further quotations in time for the next Monthly Meeting.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

39.     One Voice Wales – 2010 Conference and Annual General Meeting

The Clerk placed before Council notice received from One Voice Wales of  the above event which was to be held at the Bont Pavilion, Pontrhydfendigaid on Saturday, the 9th October 2010, commencing at 10.00 a.m.  The fee per delegate would be £65 if booked by the 30th July 2010.
RESOLVED that Council be represented at the aforementioned event by the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, Councillor D.M. Evans, and that the total fees of £130 be paid. 
40.     Society of Local Council Clerks – Regional Conference for Wales

The Clerk placed before Council notice received from the Society of Local Council Clerks of the above event which was to be held at the Best Western Parkway Hotel, Cwmbran on Wednesday, the 14th July 2010, commencing at 10.00 a.m.  The delegate fee would be £55 plus VAT.

RESOLVED that the Clerk attend the aforementioned event and that the fee of £55 plus VAT be paid.

OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE

41.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Asset Review
Councillors J.L.Griffiths and S.J. Lloyd-Janes presented a short report upon the above event, which they had attended at the Aman Centre, Ammanford.  As well as receiving information from officers of the County Authority regarding the purpose of the review (essentially to ensure that the County Council was making the best use of its property assets and to investigate the potential for joint working with its partners), Councillors Griffiths and Lloyd-Janes had been able to convey relevant information regarding property within the Community of Llanedi to those officers.
NOTED.

42.     Chief Executive of Carmarthenshire County Council - Tour of Hendy 

          Ward

County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes presented a report upon the tour of the Hendy Ward undertaken by Mr. Mark James (Chief Executive of the County Council) accompanied by two other officers, County Councillor Kevin Madge (Deputy Leader and Executive Board Member) and County Councillor Lloyd-Janes himself.  He had been given the opportunity in advance to draw attention to issues of his choice within a limited period of time.  The majority, but not all, of the matters raised had related to traffic.  In the event, the party had visited Talyclun, Bryngwili Road, Hendy Cricket Ground, Hendy Park, Heol y Parc, and Llwyngwern.  It had been an opportunity for the Chief Executive to see the problems at first hand and a number of preliminary suggestions had been made.  County Councillor Lloyd-Janes anticipated receiving further communication upon a variety of matters from relevant officers as a result of the visit. 
NOTED.

43.     Society of Local Council Clerks, West Wales Branch – Annual General
          Meeting
The Clerk reported briefly upon the Annual General Meeting of the West Wales Branch of the Society of Local Council Clerks, which he had attended at Carmarthen.  Apart from administrative matters, the main business of the Meeting had been a presentation by a representative of One Voice Wales concentrating , in particular, upon the training courses for town and community Councillors which were now available.  The Clerk suggested that Members should seriously consider taking advantage of these courses as he felt that they would be helpful to them.

NOTED. 
Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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