Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Monday, the 5th July 2010 at Tycroes Village Hall
Present:          Councillor G.B. Thomas (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, 

                        Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.L. Griffiths, Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins, 
                        S.W. Higgins, R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas. 
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

      1.     Apologies for Absence

      Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-

Councillors D.T. Enoch, W.A. Evans, J.T. Jones, S.J. Lloyd-Janes, 

A.W. Richards.
Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
(a)  The Chairman, Councillor G.B. Thomas, reported that, accompanied by his Consort, Mrs. M. Thomas, he had represented Council at the Pontarddulais and Hendy Carnival and that they had earlier participated in the judging of the window dressing competition.  He believed that it had been another successful event.

Councillor Thomas also reported that he had been unable to accept an invitation to attend the Annual Coffee Evening and Prize Draw of the Amman Valley Hospital League of Friends but that he had made a suitable donation out of the Chairman’s Allowance.

The Vice-Chairman, Councillor D.M. Evans, reported that, in the absence of the Chairman, he had represented Council at the Annual Civic Service of Ammanford Town Council, where he had been warmly welcomed.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from Llanelli Town Council  inviting representatives of Council to attend the Mayor’s Civic Service at Capel Als, Llanelli on Sunday, the 11th July 2010. The Chairman regretted that he would be unable to attend.  Councillors R.C. Roberts and Mrs. B. Thomas stated that they would, in any event, be in attendance in their personal capacity.

RESOLVED that Council be represented at the aforementioned Service by Councillors R.C. Roberts and Mrs. B. Thomas.

      3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 2nd June 2010 be confirmed and signed.
      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk had no receipts to report.
      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
(a)  RESOLVED that the action taken by the Clerk in making the following payment be endorsed:-

Fuse Marketing Limited - £337.81

(b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

SET Swansea Ltd. - £20.84

SET Swansea Ltd. - £54.93

R.A. Ure & Co. - £58.75

SWALEC - £8.64

Second Life Products Wales Ltd. - £376.00

Helen E. Jones - £558.75

6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

Speaking on behalf of both the Surveyor (who was absent from the Meeting) and himself, the Clerk was able to confirm that the offer in respect of the officers’ salaries taking effect from the 1st April 2009 and in respect of their expenses taking effect from the 1st April 2010, which had been communicated to him by the Chairman following the Special Meeting held on the 23rd June 2010, was acceptable to both of them.

NOTED.
      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Amenity Areas
      7.     Landscaping  Work 2010-2011
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 

      work to be carried out to the area surrounding the Tycroes clock tower and the

      provision of a litter bin for the graveyard of Yr Hen Gapel –
      NOTED.

      8.     Fferws Park, Tycroes – Biodiversity
      The Clerk gave a short report upon the presentation given by Ms. Isabel Macho,

      the Biodiversity Officer of the County Authority at Tumble Hall, Tumble, which 
      he had attended on behalf of Council (this being supplementary to the Public 
      Rights of Way Presentation, upon which he would be reporting later in the 
      Meeting).  An outline had been given of the work carried out by the Conservation 
      Section as regards biodiversity as well as a summary of Council’s obligations    

      under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006.  By virtue of 
      section 40(1) of the said Act, “Every public authority must, in exercising its 
      functions,  have regard, so  far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those 
      functions, to  the purpose of conserving biodiversity.”   
      This duty clearly had a particular bearing upon the landscaping work carried out 
      annually by Council and it had occurred to Mr. Jones that Fferws Park 
      (comprising as it did an extensive grassed area) might be an ideal location to 
      introduce a trial biodiversity project.  He had, therefore, arranged (in the absence 

      of the Surveyor) to meet Ms. Isabel Macho on site to hold a preliminary      

      discussion.

      Concerns were expressed by some Members that such a scheme might interfere 
      with one of the primary purposes of the area, namely, to provide a space for young
      people to enjoy ball games.  However, the Clerk gave an assurance that this would 
      be borne in mind and pointed out that any proposals which might come of the 
      intended meeting would, in any event, be subject to the approval of Council.  

      RESOLVED that the action taken by the Clerk in arranging the aforementioned 

      Site Meeting be endorsed and that the further report of the Clerk (or the Surveyor) 
      be awaited.

      Footpaths

      9.     Carmarthenshire County Council - Public Rights of Way Presentation 
      The Clerk gave a short report upon the above presentation given by Mr. Eirian 
      James, the Countryside Recreation and Access Manager of the County Authority, 
      at Tumble Hall, Tumble, which had been attended by himself on behalf of Council 
      and also by County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes.  An overview had been given of 
      the work of the Countryside Recreation and Access Unit as well as an update (in 
      line with recent changes) on how the Carmarthenshire rights of way network 
      would be managed in future.  The newly-appointed Countryside Access Rangers 
      had also been introduced.    
      Mr. Jones reminded Members that Council had decided relatively recently to 
      retain responsibility for the maintenance of public footpaths within its area.  

      However, he had felt that, in the light of the changes mentioned in the said 
      presentation, Council might wish to reconsider that decision.  For that reason, he 
      had arranged (in the absence of the Surveyor) to hold a further discussion with Mr.
      Eirian James to ensure that all relevant information would be available to Council.  
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk (or the Surveyor) be awaited.
      10.     Overgrown Footpaths
      It was pointed out that overgrown vegetation was affecting certain footpaths.

      RESOLVED that the matter be drawn to the attention of the Surveyor.

      The Clerk took the opportunity to remind Members that the most efficient way of

      dealing with such matters was to utilise the Referral Forms with which they had 

      been supplied. 
      NOTED.

      Play Areas

      11.     Hendy Park

      (a)  The Clerk informed Council that a Site Meeting had been arranged with Mr. 

      Eirian James, the Countryside Recreation and Access Manager of the County

      Authority, to be attended by himself (in the absence of the Surveyor) and County 

      Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes to discuss the progress of Phase I of the  
      redevelopment of Hendy Park.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk (or the Surveyor) be awaited.

      (b)  The Clerk informed Council that it was intended also to discuss with Mr. 

      Eirian James at the aforementioned Site Meeting the question of the necessary 

      works to the river bank at Hendy Park.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk (or the Surveyor) be awaited.
      (c)  The Clerk (on behalf of the Surveyor) reported that delivery of the additional 

      litter bins which had been requested for Hendy Park was awaited.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (d)  The Clerk reported that the work of drafting the wording for the intended 

      plaque and information board to be erected at the memorial in Hendy Park to the 

      local residents who had constructed the now-demolished swimming pool was in 

      progress.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      (e)  Attention was drawn to the continuing problem of dog-fouling within Hendy 

      Park and in other places.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Sports Clubs

      12.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report that the notice board  acknowledging Council’s contribution to the cost of the major drainage scheme at Tycroes Rugby Ground would be erected within a few days -
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      13.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      There was no new information to report regarding the funding for the necessary drainage works at Hendy Cricket Ground.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      14.     Ammanford Sports Association – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground and Llanedi Sports Association
      (a)  The Clerk presented a report upon the Inaugural Meeting of the Management 
      Committee of the Llanedi Sports Association held at Hendy R.F.C. Clubhouse on 

      the 15th June 2010, which had been attended by the Chairman, Councillor 

      S.W. Higgins, County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes and himself.  The Officers of 

      the Committee had been appointed and there had been a preliminary discussion of 

      the Constitution of the Association and other procedural matters. It was intended 

      to hold a further Meeting of the Management Committee later in the month of 

      July, at which (inter alia) a Draft Constitution would be considered.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited following the next 

      Meeting of the Management Committee of the said Association.

      (b)  The Clerk stated that, at the aforementioned Management Committee 

      Meeting, the representatives of the sports clubs had also been consulted as to the  benefit which they might expect to enjoy from the proposed training barn to be constructed by the Ammanford Sports Association.  This information was required to aid Council in its consideration of the deferred application for financial assistance in connection with the said building.  The club representatives agreed unanimously that it was unlikely that their respective clubs would derive much benefit from the training barn because of the impossibility of satisfying the requirements of all clubs in the area at the optimum training times.

      RESOLVED that no grant be made to the Ammanford Sports Association.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Road Safety

      15.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      Pursuant to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that he had 

      received from the County Authority the data arising from the speed monitoring

      exercise carried out at Heol y Parc, Hendy, the information in question was placed 

      before Members.  It was demonstrated that the speed of motor vehicles at that 

      location had been reduced following the installation of the first road hump (Phase

      I of the traffic calming scheme which had been designed).

      A discussion then ensued regarding the provision of two further humps (Phases II 

      and III of the said scheme).  The Clerk stated that County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-
      Janes had suggested that it might be possible to obtain a contribution to the cost 
      from the developer of the former Griffiths Pallets site.

      RESOLVED that the necessary steps be taken, in partnership with the County 
      Authority, to proceed urgently with either (or ideally both) of Phases II and III of 
      the aforementioned traffic calming scheme.

      16.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      Once again, there was no new information to impart with regard to the above matters.

      RESOLVED that Council continue to await the results of the speed monitoring exercise at Fforest Road and also further information from the County Authority regarding the proposals for Black Horse Square in the light of the intended development at Pontarddulais.
      17.     Traffic Lights at Motorway Junction, Hendy

      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that he had no 

      further information to impart regarding the perceived problem with the sequence 
      of traffic lights at the above location -
      RESOLVED that the Surveyor pursue the matter with the County Council.

      Bus shelters

18.     Bus Shelters at Fforest and Llanedi
Pursuant to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that tenders had been invited for the painting of a total of three bus shelters at the above locations, the Clerk (in the absence of the Surveyor) placed before Council the tenders received.

RESOLVED that Mr Geraint Rhys Thomas be engaged to carry out the aforementioned work.

19.     Bus Shelter at Black Horse Square, Hendy

Attention was drawn to the dirty condition of the bus shelter at the above location.

RESOLVED that the matter be referred to the Surveyor for attention.

Once again, the Clerk reminded Members of the desirability of utilising the Referral Forms issued to them.

NOTED.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

20.     Tycroes Village Hall
There was no new information to impart regarding the grant application for the proposed improvements to the above hall.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

21.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
There was no new information to impart regarding the proposed new roof for the above hall.  
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      (Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B.Thomas and G.B. Thomas declared interest.)

      22.     Community Schools

      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from Mr. Robert Sully, Director
      – Department for Education and Children, of the County Authority in response to
      Council’s invitation to his Authority to give serious consideration to the 
      construction of a new school at Hendy comprising significant facilities for shared 

      use with the community at large.

      The letter made reference to the County Council’s ambitious Modernising 

      Education Programme (MEP), which set out to provide every school in 

      Carmarthenshire with the facilities appropriate for the delivery of the curriculum

      in the 21st century, and the excellent progress which had been achieved in its

      implementation through an innovative approach to funding.  The original MEP 

      had included a project to provide appropriate refurbishments to Hendy School but 

      a fundamental review of the MEP was now being undertaken.  The proposals for 

      Hendy School were being reviewed as part of that process as was the timing of 

      that project within the overall programme.

      Mr. Sully agreed that schools and community facilities should be treated as a 
      priority but there was at present uncertainty over the amount of funding which 

      would be available and the timing of its distribution.  It was intended that the 
      ‘new’ MEP should develop into his Authority’s Strategic Outline Programme 
      (SOP) for School Modernisation for submission to the Welsh Assembly 
      Government later in the year.
      NOTED.

      23.     Closure of Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      It being considered that, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 

      transacted in respect of the above premises, publicity would be prejudicial to the 

      public interest –

      RESOLVED that, under and by virtue of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

      (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting during 

      the discussion of the above-mentioned matter.  
       Other Projects
      24.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
      The Clerk stated that, for the present, he had no progress to report regarding the suggested youth project at Hendy nor had he received further information regarding the staffing needs of the Youth Club.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      25.     Memorial to Terry Price
      The Clerk (on behalf of Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes, who was absent from the Meeting) informed Members that a request had been received from Members of Hendy R.F.C. that Council consider the erection at an appropriate location of a suitable memorial to the late international rugby player, Terry Price, a native of Hendy.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the proposal be deferred until the next Meeting of Council. 
Other Grants

26.     Acknowledgements of Grant
The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant received:-
Pontarddulais and Hendy Disabled Association

Pwyllgor Eisteddfod Gadeiriol yr Hendy

Pwyllgor Glo-mân

St. John Ambulance – Ammanford Division

Clwb Gŵyl Edi

      27.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That a notice board be purchased for Llanedi School at the price of £440 (plus
      VAT); and 
      That no grant be made to Shelter Cymru.
Policing
      28.     Police Report
The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the months of May and June in respect of the Tycroes area.  In May there had been a total of 6 offences, of which 1 had been detected, 2 remained undetected and enquiries were ongoing in respect of the 3 others.  In June there had been a total of 8 offences, of which 6 had been detected and 2 remained undetected.

NOTED.

Once again, no Report had been received from Llwynhendy Poilce Station.

NOTED.

      Other Community Matters
      29.     Pontarddulais and Hendy Festival Committee – Queen’s Jubilee 2012
      The Clerk reminded Members that the nomination of representatives to attend a 
      Joint Meeting with Pontarddulais Town Council and the above Committee to be 
      held at the Institute, Pontarddulais on Tuesday, the 7th September 2010, 
      commencing at 7.00 p.m., in order to discuss arrangements for the celebration of 
      the above event in 2012 had been deferred from the last Meeting of Council.
      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That Council be represented at the aforementioned Joint Meeting by the Clerk.

      30.     Flower Boxes
      As to the statement in the Surveyor’s written Report that flower boxes had now 

      been installed at the agreed locations and were being watered –
      NOTED.

      PUBLICITY
      Newsletter

      31.     Llais Llanedi
      The Clerk stated that he understood that it was intended to issue the first edition of 

      ‘Llais Llanedi’ very shortly as the necessary corrections to and revision of the    

      draft presented to Council had now been completed.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
32.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

The Clerk regretted that he was still awaiting a response from the proprietors of the above premises to his letter inviting them to reconsider its apparent re-naming as ‘Ty Hendy’.
RESOLVED that the Clerk pursue the matter with the proprietors of the above-mentioned premises.

33.     SSE Renewables – Proposed Nant y Moch Wind Farm
The Clerk placed before Council a further letter received from the above-mentioned company giving notification of its proposal to submit an application for a Development Consent Order for a new wind farm and providing a Preliminary Environmental Information Report and a summary document outlining the current proposals and options.

NOTED.

34.     Planning Applications – Surveyor’s Report
As to the Planning Applications listed in the Surveyor’s written Report -

NOTED.

35.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Request to Name New Residential 

          Development: Former Griffiths Pallets Site, Hendy 

The Clerk placed before Council a letter of consultation received from the County Authority in connection with a request received from the developer that the above site be named officially.  The developer had provided no suggested names.

RESOLVED that a recommendation be made to the County Authority that the above-mentioned site be named either ‘Clos y Wern’ or ‘Clos Tynywaun’, the former relating to the name of the farm to which part of the site originally belonged and the latter relating to the Tynywaun Dairies which had stood on the site for many years.

Other Issues
36.     National Eisteddfod 2014

The Clerk stated that he had no further in formation to impart regarding the invitation issued by the Aman Group of Local Councils to the National Eisteddfod to locate its 2014 festival in the Aman Area (and specifically in Tycroes).
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

37.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Affordable Housing
The Clerk reported that he had received a communication from Mrs. Lynne Beer, the Rural Housing Enabler of the County Authority, enquiring whether she might be permitted to attend a Meeting of Council to discuss the findings of the Housing Needs Survey which had been undertaken and to talk about other initiatives in Council’s area.  Mr. Jones stated that he had invited Mrs. Beer to attend the September Meeting of Council.

RESOLVED that the action taken by the Clerk in inviting the Rural Housing Enabler to attend the September Meeting of Council be endorsed.

38.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-
Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales – Annual General Meeting

Carmarthenshire County Council – TRA48 PontAbraham to Cross Hands: Proposed Prohibition of Driving, Prohibition of Right Hand Turn and Prohibition of U Turn

Welsh Assembly Government – Local Authority Byelaws in Wales: Consultation on Procedures
Derek Vaughan, MEP – European Update

Carmarthenshire County Council – 2011 Census: Councillor Handbook

One Voice Wales – Training Schedule and Overview

NOTED.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

39.     Use of Welsh Language at Meetings of Council and Provision of 

          Written Translation Services
(a)  Concern was expressed that the use of the Welsh language in Council Meetings was being prejudiced by the inclination of some Members to speak English in order to accommodate the one Member who did not understand Welsh. 

The Clerk stated that he had, as yet, been unable to obtain any quotations for providing a simultaneous translation service other than the one which he had previously placed before Council, viz. that of Menter Cwm Gwendraeth.
RESOLVED that, the reputation of Menter Cwm Gwendraeth being well known and the quotation given being reasonable, Menter Cwm Gwendraeth be invited to provide a simultaneous translation service at all Council Meetings on the basis of the said quotation, commencing with the September Meeting of Council.

(b)  The Clerk also informed Council that, the time being appropriate to review the written translation service currently provided to Council, he was in the process of obtaining quotations for the provision of such service.

RESOLVED that the action taken by the Clerk as aforesaid be endorsed and that his further report be awaited.

40.     One Voice Wales – 2010 Conference and Annual General Meeting

Councillor D.M. Evans regretted that he would be unable to attend the above event which was to be held at the Bont Pavilion, Pontrhydfendigaid on Saturday, the 9th October 2010, commencing at 10.00 a.m. as had been resolved. 
RESOLVED that Council be represented at the aforementioned event by Councillor D.M. Davies in place of Councillor D.M. Evans as well as by the Chairman.

41.     ‘Carbon Footprint’ of Council

The Chairman drew attention to the apparently increasing ‘carbon footprint’ of Council and wondered whether steps could be taken to reduce the amount of paper used.

RESOLVED that consideration of the above matter be deferred until the next Meeting of Council.

42.     Date of September Monthly Meeting
It was proposed that the date of the September Monthly Meeting be postponed from the 1st September 2010 until the 8th September 2010.
RESOLVED that the next Monthly Meeting of Council be held on the 8th September 2010. 
OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE

      43.     Local Access Forum - Presentation
      The Clerk gave a resumé of a presentation upon the work of the Carmarthenshire 

      Local Access Forum given by the Chairman of that organisation at Tumble Hall, 

      Tumble (this being supplementary to the Public Rights of Way Presentation 
      reported earlier in the Meeting).      

      NOTED.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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