Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Tuesday, the 19th January 2010 at Arlan Gwili. Hendy
Present:         Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman)
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.M. Evans, R.B. Evans, 
                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, J.T. Jones, A.W.Richards, 
                        R.C. Roberts, G.B. Thomas.
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

1.     Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-
      Councillors D.T. Enoch, O.L. Hathway.

2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman, Councillor J.L. Griffiths, regretted that, due to unforeseen circumstances, he had been unable to attend the ‘switch-on’ of the Christmas lights at the various locations, as had been intended, and also apologised for having been unable to notify the Vice-Chairman, Councillor G.B. Thomas, in time for him to deputise.

Councillor Griffiths had, however, been able to represent Council at the respective Christmas lunches of Hendy & Pontarddulais Disabled Association, Hendy & Fforest Pensioners’ Association and Tycroes Senior Citizens.  At each of them he had been warmly welcomed and his hosts had expressed their gratitude to Council for the continued financial assistance given to them.

NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk reported that an invitation to the Chairman to attend its Concert at Christian Temple, Ammanford on the 30th January 2010 had been received from the Ammanford & District Committee of the British Heart Foundation and had been accepted.
NOTED.  

(c)  The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from One Voice Wales inviting Council to nominate the Chairman and his guest for inclusion in a draw to select representatives from Wales (on a regional basis) to attend a garden party at Buckingham Palace on Tuesday, the 20th July 2010.

RESOLVED that the Chairman and his chosen guest be nominated for inclusion in the aforementioned draw.

3.     Confirmation of Minutes

(a)  RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 4th November 2009 be confirmed and signed, subject to the inclusion in Minute no. 3 of the further resolution that Minutes of Meetings of Council should be supplied to Members both in English and in Welsh at the earliest possible date.

      (b)  A further discussion took place as to Council’s requirements with regard to the issue of bilingual Minutes.  It was desired that bilingual Minutes of the preceding Monthly Meeting should be provided to Members prior to each Monthly Meeting.

      The appropriate timescales were considered and the Clerk respectfully reminded Council that his Contract required him to produce the Minutes not less than seven days before the next Meeting.  This was already difficult to achieve at times because he had also been asked to prioritise other work such as the settlement of accounts.  Nevertheless, Mr. Jones was happy to co-operate provided that it was understood that the Minutes would have to take precedence over other work.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That, for a trial period, the Minutes be provided to the translator in English in time to enable the Welsh translation to be received and bilingual Minutes issued to Members and placed on the website at least ten days before the forthcoming Monthly Meeting.

      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk reported receipt of the following sums:-

      Christmas Dinner guests - £343.85

      Carmarthenshire County Council - £30,166.67

      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
(a)  RESOLVED that the Clerk’s action in making the following payments be endorsed:-

O.J. Jones - £105.00

S.A. Brain - £238.85

Davies Craddock - £2,319.90

(b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

R.B. Evans (for Horizon Software) - £189.00
BDO LLP - £460.00
O.J. Jones - £15.81
E.H. Jones - £12.75
O.J. Jones - £12.15
St. Edith’s Church - £15.00
I.Q.P - £280.00
SWALEC - £5.55

6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

The Clerk stated that, because, of the postponement of the January Monthly Meeting, he had refrained from arranging (as had been intended) a Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee for the purpose, in particular, of considering further the review of officers’ expenses.

RESOLVED that a Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee be held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy on Wednesday, the 27th January 2010, commencing at 6.30 p.m.

Other Financial Matters

7.     Statement of Accounts for the Financial Year ending on the 31st March 

        2009
The Clerk placed before Council the External Auditor’s Report in respect of the above financial year.  The Report stated as follows:
“On the basis of our review, in our opinion, the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Auditor General for Wales’ requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.”

No other matters were drawn to Council’s attention by the External Auditor.

RESOLVED that the aforementioned External Auditor’s Report be approved and accepted.
8.     Signature of Cheques
The Clerk reported that the requirements of Lloyds TSB Bank plc with regard to  the authorised signatories for Council’s bank accounts had now virtually been met and that the few remaining formalities would be completed very shortly.

NOTED.

9.     Estimate of Expenditure and Precept for the Financial Year 2010-2011
      The Clerk reminded Members that the time was now appropriate to consider 

      and agree Council’s Estimate of Expenditure and Precept for the above-mentioned 

      financial year and recommended that a Special Meeting of Council be held for that 

      purpose.

      RESOLVED that a Special Meeting of Council be held for the aforementioned 

      purpose at Arlan Gwili, Hendy on Wednesday, the 27th January 2010, 
      commencing at 8.00 p.m. 

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Christmas Trees and Lights

      10.     Christmas Trees and Lights

      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report with regard to the 

      Christmas lights at Hendy -
      NOTED.

      Amenity Areas
      11.     Litter Bins

      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 

      installation of litter bins at Fferws Park, Tycroes -

      NOTED.

      Footpaths

      12.     Footpath at Tycroes School

      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding works at 

      the above location –

      NOTED.

      Play Areas
      13.     Hendy Park

(a) The Clerk was pleased to report that he had received formal notification 

that (subject to certain terms and conditions) a grant of up to £25,000 had been awarded to Council under the County Collaboration Fund 2009/2010 for Phase I of the redevelopment of Hendy Park and that (subject to certain further requirements ) a grant of £10,000 had been awarded under the Tidy Towns Initiative for the same purpose.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk and/or County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes be awaited.

      (b)  As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the 
      works carried out at Hendy Park –
      NOTED.

      14.     Llanedi Play Area
      (a)  The Surveyor elaborated briefly upon the statement contained in his written 

      Report regarding the repair or replacement of the chain link fencing at the above 
      location.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (b)  The Surveyor confirmed that he was in communication with the developer of 

      the adjoining estate regarding the poor condition of the access road to the above 
      play area.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      15.     Carmarthenshire Association of Voluntary Services – Play Conference

      The Clerk placed before Council a notice received from the above Association of 

      its Second Annual Play Conference to be held at the National Botanic Garden of 

      Wales on Wednesday, the 24th March 2010.

      NOTED. 
      Sports Clubs

      16.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      (a)  The Clerk was pleased to report that he had received from the Chairman of Tycroes R.F.C. confirmation that the Club fully supported the proposal to erect at the rugby ground a suitable notice board recording Council’s contribution to the cost of the major drainage scheme thereat.  Mr. Jones would proceed with the necessary arrangements.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      (b)  The Clerk presented to Council a short report received from the Club upon the progress of the aforementioned drainage works.  They had been largely completed but there remained to be remedied certain problems arising mainly from the adverse weather conditions which had been experienced.  An assurance had been received from the Contractors that the necessary remedial works would be carried out and, in the meantime, an appropriate retention had been made by the Club.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.   

      17.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding Hendy Cricket Club’s grant application - 
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      18.     A.F.C. Hendy – Additional Financial Assistance        
      There was no further information to impart for the present regarding the possibility of the installation of floodlighting at Hendy Football Ground.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      19.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      There was no information to impart at present.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      20.     Ammanford Sports Association – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground and Proposed Llanedi Sports Association
      The Clerk stated that he had yet to receive the response of the sports clubs based within the Community of Llanedi but confirmed that he would endeavour to arrange a Meeting with their representatives to discuss the above matters as soon as practicable.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      21.     Acknowledgements of Grant – Sports Clubs
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant received:-

      Tycroes R.F.C.

      Hendy R.F.C.

      NOTED.
      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      22.     Inscription of Council’s Name on Wayside Seats
      The Surveyor reported that he was continuing to look into the most cost-effective method of displaying Council’s name upon all seats installed by it so as to ensure public awareness of the service being provided.  This included considering the possibility of approaching new suppliers of seats. 
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      23.     Installation of New Seats

      The Surveyor listed locations where he considered that the installation of new 

      seats would be appropriate.

      RESOLVED that the Surveyor be authorised to proceed with the necessary 

      arrangements at his discretion. 
      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      24.     Heol y Felin – Lighting Pole     
      The Surveyor reported that, following the replacement of the light at the above location, the encroaching vegetation had now been cut back at no cost to Council.

      NOTED.

      25.     Lighting at Arlan Gwili, Hendy

      The Surveyor regretted that he was still awaiting clarification of the position of the Housing Department regarding the provision of additional lighting at the above location.
      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      Road Safety

      26.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      Pursuant to his written Report (wherein he had advised that an additional contribution of £1,750 would be required from Council to meet the cost of lighting the intended road hump on the B4306 at Hendy), the Surveyor was pleased to report that it now transpired that the works in question could be completed at the originally stated cost and that it was understood that they would be carried out during the month of February 2010. .
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      27.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      The Clerk gave a resumé of the Site Meeting which had been held at Fforest Road, Hendy with Mr. John McEvoy of the County Authority and PCSO Stephen Lloyd and at which Council had been represented by a number of Members and the Clerk himself.  

      At the Meeting, Council’s concerns as to the risks arising from the obstruction of the footway by parked vehicles, the narrowness of the carriageway, the excessive speed of vehicles and the failure of motorists to observe the rights of pedestrians at the existing zebra crossing had been forcefully expressed as had been the anger of Members at the apparent failure of Swansea City Council to consult with Carmarthenshire County Council upon certain proposed development in Pontarddulais which would have a significant effect upon the volume of traffic in Hendy and Fforest Road in particular.

      Various possible remedies had been tentatively discussed and it had been agreed 
      that Mr. McEvoy would report back to the relevant officers of his Authority and, 
      having done so, apprise Council of the County Authority’s position regarding the 
      aforementioned issues.

      A discussion ensued, during which Members expressed their disquiet that it seemed to be the case that a fatality was a prerequisite to the taking of remedial measures.  

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the Clerk pursue the matter with the County Authority; and

      That the Surveyor endeavour to obtain any relevant accident statistics in relation to Fforest Road.
      28.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road

      In the absence of County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes, the Surveyor stated that he understood that it had been revealed that the cost of repositioning certain cables and poles at the above location so as to reduce the obstruction of the footway would be in the region of £35,000.
      RESOLVED that consideration of the matter be deferred until the next Meeting of 

      Council.
      29.   Provision of Footway at Llannon Road (B4306) and Heol y Geibren, 

              Hendy
      The Clerk stated that a response had yet to be received from the County Authority 

      to the proposal that a suitable footway be constructed along the relevant lengths of 
      the above roads.
      RESOLVED that the response of the County Council be awaited.

      Bus Shelters

30.     Replacement and Provision of Bus Shelters

As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report - 
RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

31.     Tycroes Village Hall
Councillor D.M. Evans presented a further brief report upon the progress of the proposed improvement of the above hall.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

32.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
The Surveyor stated that he would very shortly be meeting with members of the Urdd Hall committee to undertake a further inspection and to discuss their proposals.
RESOLVED that the Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas and G.B. Thomas declared interest.)

      33.     St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes – Application for Financial 
                Assistance (deferred)
      Referring to the above application, consideration of which had been deferred from 

      the last Meeting of Council, the Clerk was able to apprise Members that the 

      preferred option of the Parochial Church Council was to accept the quotation of 

      J. Randall, Roofing Contractors, in the sum of £4,715.00 plus VAT @ 15% for the 

      essential repairs to the flat roof of the hall.
      RESOLVED that, on the basis of the said quotation, the cost of the repairs to the 

      flat roof of the above-mentioned hall be met by Council. 

      34.     Annual Grants – Community Halls
      The Clerk reminded Members that the time was appropriate to consider the 

      making of annual grants for the upkeep and maintenance of the halls located 

      within Council’s area which were habitually made available for the use of the 

      community.

      RESOLVED that a grant of £1,500 be made to each of the following halls:-

      Aelwyd yr Urdd yr Hendy

      St. Edith’s Church Hall, Llanedi

      Tycroes Village Hall 

      St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes

      Scouts’ Hall, Tycroes

      (As to Aelwyd yr Urdd yr Hendy, Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas and 

      G.B. Thomas declared interest.)
35.     Community Schools

The Clerk stated that he had no further information to impart at present regarding the above matter.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      Other Projects
      36.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
The Clerk stated that he had no further information to impart at present regarding the above matter.

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. B.Thomas ask the relevant youth workers to communicate with the Clerk as soon as possible and that the matter be kept under review.

37.     The Terry Price Youth Achievement Award   

The Clerk was pleased to confirm that he had been able to obtain the consent of the family of the late Mr. Terry Price to the naming of the above award in his memory.

NOTED.

Councillor W.A. Evans, on behalf of the Youth Achievement Award Working Group, confirmed that work was proceeding with view to finalising the rules and arrangements for the establishment of the above award.
RESOLVED that the further report of the Working Group be awaited and that a suitable press statement be prepared and issued.

Other Grants
      38.     Applications for Financial Assistance (deferred)
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance, 

      consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting. 

RESOLVED that consideration of the following applications be further deferred until the next Meeting of Council
Age Concern Carmarthenshire

Victim Support Cymru

39.     Acknowledgements of Grant
      The Clerk placed before Council the acknowledgements of grant received from 

      the following recipients of financial assistance:-
      Eglwys Bethesda

      Eglwys Caersalem 
      Eglwys Calfaria

      Evangelistic Hall

      Yr Hen Gapel

      Eglwys Libanus

      Capel Newydd

      Eglwys Moreia

      Sardis Chapel

      St David’s Church

      St. Edith’s Church

      NOTED.
      40.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the application for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED that consideration of the following application be deferred until the 
      next Monthly Meeting of Council:-

      Macmillan Cancer Support

      41.     Annual Grants – Citizens’ Advice Bureaux
      The Clerk reminded Members that the time was appropriate to consider the 

      making of annual grants to the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux serving the Community

      of Llanedi.

      RESOLVED that a grant of £450 be made to each of the following Bureaux:-

      Llanelli Citizens’ Advice Bureau

      Ammanford and District Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Policing

      42.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of  December in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 2 offences, of which neither had been detected.  These figures were considered to be reasonable.  

      The Report also contained:-

      (i)  A statement that the number of calls received relating to anti-social behaviour 
      had been low during December, thanks in part to the weather conditions, and that 
      there had been no such problems in Hendy Park, which continued to be patrolled 
      every weekend;
      (ii)  A statement that the ‘switch-on’ of Christmas lights at Hendy, Fforest and 

      Llanedi had passed without incident;

      (iii)  A short report upon the P.A.C.T. Meeting held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy (which 
      had been very poorly attended partly, no doubt, because of the extreme weather) 
      and a statement that the February and March Meetings would be held in 

      Llangennech and Hendy respectively;

      (iv)  A statement that the monthly priorities for both December and January had 

      been identified as speeding in Ebenezer Road, Llanedi and in Carmarthen 

      Road/Fforest Road;

      (v)  An update on those priorities, viz. that the safety camera partnership van had 

      regularly patrolled Carmarthen Road/Fforest Road but that the intended use of the 

      hand held speed gun had yet to be implemented because of the adverse weather; 
      and
      (vi)  A statement that a ‘community surgery’ Meeting would be held in the Church 

      Hall, Llanedi on the 26th January 2010 and three-monthly thereafter. 

NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 

Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of October in respect of the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 6 offences, 4 of which remained undetected, a further 1 of which was undetected but a suspect had been identified and would be arrested and the remaining 1 of which was under investigation and an arrest had been made.

NOTED.

43.     Dyfed-Powys Police - Appointment of Divisional Commander

The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from Chief Superintendent Steve Mears introducing himself as the newly-appointed Divisional Commander for the Carmarthenshire Division.
The Clerk had responded, congratulating him upon his appointment and offering him Council’s best wishes for his future in the post.

NOTED.

      Other Community Matters

      44.     Miss Non Evans – Nomination for Honours List

      Attention was drawn to the notable sporting achievements of Miss Non Evans, 

      formerly of Fforest Road, Hendy, and it was suggested that the exemplary service 

      which she had given in the field of sport merited formal recognition at the highest 

      level. 

      RESOLVED that Council endorse and support the nomination of Miss Non Evans 

      for inclusion in the appropriate Honours List.

      (Councillor R.B. Evans, being the father of Miss Non Evans, had withdrawn from 

      the Meeting whilst the above matter was being discussed.) 

      PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      45.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      The Surveyor expanded upon the information contained in his written Report, 

      stating that he was actively looking into the possibility of obtaining notice boards 

      from a newly identified supplier.

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      Website
      46.     Development of Website
      Councillor R.B. Evans was pleased to report that Council’s website was now 

      ‘live’ and outlined the further information that was required and steps that 

      remained to be taken.  Councillor Evans also sought Council’s guidance upon the 
      outside organisations which should be given space on the website.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That, as a general rule and for the time being, profit-making businesses should not 

      be afforded space on the website; and

      That the further report of Councillor R.B. Evans be awaited.
      Newsletter

      47.     Newsletter

      Councillor W.A. Evans, on behalf of the Newsletter Working Group, gave a 

      further progress report the establishment of Council’s newsletter, giving an 

      indication of the costs involved and setting out certain choices which would have 

      to be made with regard to the format, presentation and content thereof.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the Newsletter Working Group be thanked for the significant progress which 

      it had made; and

      That consideration of the choices put before Council by the Working Group be 

      deferred until the next Monthly Meeting of Council.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
48.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Carmarthenshire Local 
          Development Plan: Pre-Deposit Proposals 
Referring to his written Report, the Surveyor summarised the process of consultation with Members which had preceded his preparation and submission of Council’s response to the County Authority’s invitation to consider the above documents.

Mr. Jones then responded to certain questions put to him by Members.

NOTED.

49.     Planning – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

One Voice Wales – Welsh Assembly Government Consultation: Community Strategies and Planning Guidance
Carmarthenshire County Council – Tree Preservation Order 2009: Sycamore Tree at Llanedi Road

NOTED.
50.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report
Consideration was given to the Planning Applications and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s written Report.

NOTED.

Other Issues

51.     National Eisteddfod 2014

The Clerk placed before Council a copy of an e-mail sent by Mr. Chris Burns, Assistant Chief Executive of the County Authority, setting out the position in respect of the above festival following his recent meeting with Mr. Elfed Roberts, Chief Executive of the Eisteddfod.  It was stated that the Eisteddfod had decided, in principle, to select Carmarthenshire as the location for the 2014 Eisteddfod, provided that a suitable site could be identified.  Mr. Burns had made it clear that the invitation was that of the Aman area and that the County Council would be unwilling to consider other sites outside that area, having decided already to support the invitation from the local Councils of the Aman area.  As the next step, the Eisteddfod would be seeking to revisit the proposed site at Tycroes but would like to know whether there were any other suitable sites in the area. 

A discussion ensued, during which attention was drawn to both the heavy responsibilities and the potential benefits of holding the event.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review. 

52.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

National Assembly for Wales – Legislative Competence Order
One Voice Wales – ‘The Voice’

Welsh Assembly Government – Update on Community and Town Councils

One Voice Wales – Membership Subscription

Ombudsman – Draft Guidance: The Code of Conduct

Welsh Assembly Government – Bilingual Wales: Public Meeting

NOTED.

53.     Carmarthenshire Community Health Council - Meeting
The Clerk stated that he had received notice of the above-mentioned Meeting to be held at Prince Philip Hospital, Llanelli at 2.30 p.m. on the 19th January 2010 and had forwarded the same to Councillor R.B. Evans for his attention.
Councillor Evans confirmed that he had attended the Meeting on behalf of Council earlier on that day.  He reported that the Community Health Council currently operated on a county level but that it would, in future be operating on a West Wales level( incorporating Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshie and Ceredigion).  The Community Health Council liaised with the Hywel Dda Health Board.  The meeting had been interesting but Councillor Evans was of the opinion that it did not ‘impact on the functioning of Llanedi Community Council’.

NOTED.

54.     Carmarthenshire County Council – Budget 2010-11 to 2012-2013: 

                Consultation 
The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Head of Financial Services of the County Authority inviting Council to complete and return a questionnaire as part of its Budget Consultation Programme.
RESOLVED that the detailed questionnaire not be completed but that the Clerk send a response to the County Authority to the effect that every effort should be made, whether by improved organisation or administrative savings, to maintain services at their present level without increasing the financial burden upon householders and ratepayers.

55.     One Voice Wales – Carmarthenshire Area Committee Meeting
The Clerk placed before Council notice received from One Voice Wales of the above Meeting to be held at Bancyfelin Hall, Bancyfelin on Thursday, the 21st January 2010, commencing at 7.00 p.m.  Mr. Jones added that Council’s nominated representatives on the Committee were the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Councillor G.B. Thomas.
It appeared that neither of them would, unfortunately, be available to attend.

RESOLVED that it be left to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to make arrangements for attendance at the said Meeting if at all possible.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

56.     Strategic Policy Committee – Constitution and Remit
Councillor A.W. Richards questioned the need for the above-mentioned Committee, pointing out that half of the Members of Council were also Members of the Committee and suggesting that the matters referred to it could just as well be dealt with by full Council.  He also questioned whether the Committee had become too powerful and was excluding from the decision making process those Members of Council who were not Members of the Committee.
Councillor D.M. Evans, Chairman of the Committee, supported by other Members, sought to reassure Councillor Richards and Council generally that the function of the Committee was to facilitate the work of Council with regard to matters which were referred to it by providing enlightening reports and appropriate recommendations to enable full Council to take suitably informed decisions.  In all cases, the final decisions were taken by full Council.
The Clerk merely added that the Members of the Committee would be appointed at the Annual Meeting in each year.

NOTED.
OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE
57.     ‘Working Together – Enhancing our Communities’ - Conference
The Clerk presented a short report upon the above Conference held at Ffos Las Racecourse on the 19th November 2009 arranged jointly by Carmarthenshire County Council and One Voice Wales, which had been attended by County Councillor D.T. Enoch and himself.
The purpose of the Conference had been essentially to make known to delegates  the opportunities open to local councils to undertake projects in partnership with the County Authority in a wide range of fields.

NOTED. 

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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