Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 10th February 2010 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy
Present:         Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, R.B. Evans, W.A. Evans,
                        S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones, S.J. Lloyd-Janes, A.W.Richards, 
                        R.C. Roberts, G.B. Thomas.
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

1.     Apologies for Absence

Apologies for their absence from the Meeting were received from the following:-
      Councillors D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, Mrs. B. Thomas. 
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman, Councillor J.L. Griffiths, reported that, having received rather short notice of the funeral of Mr. Tony Hopkins, Consort of the Town Mayor of Ammanford, it had not been possible for either the Vice-Chairman, Councillor G.B. Thomas, or himself to attend because of prior commitments.  However, Councillor Griffiths had been able to pay a visit to the premises of the funeral directors and to make an appropriate donation out of the Chairman’s allowance to the deceased’s nominated charity.

NOTED.

3.     Confirmation of Minutes

(a)  RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 19th January 2010 be confirmed and signed, subject to the following amendments:-

· In Minute no. 20, the replacement of the first paragraph with the following paragraph:
      “The Clerk stated that he had yet to receive the response of the sports clubs 

      based within the Community of Llanedi but confirmed that he would 

      endeavour to arrange a Meeting with their representatives to discuss the 

      above matters as soon as practicable.”

· In Minute no. 56, the replacement of the words:

“RESOLVED that no change be made to the constitution and remit of the Strategic Policy Committee.”

with the word:

“NOTED.”

      (b)  FURTHER RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Llanedi 

      Community Council held on the 27th January 2010 be approved and signed.

      (c)  The Clerk was pleased to report that he had received from Miss Helen Jones, Council’s translator, an assurance that she would afford all possible co-operation with a view to achieving Council’s new timescale for the provision of bilingual Minutes as soon as the schedule of Meetings returned to normal following the disruption caused by the Clerk’s short period of incapacity and bad weather.
      NOTED.  

      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk stated that there were no receipts to report.
      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

Carmarthenshire County Council - £387.75
Carmarthenshire County Council - £3,323.16
Second Life Products Wales - £1,426.45
E.H. Jones - £231.75
Helen E. Jones - £230.00

O.J. Jones - £66.65
E.H. Jones - £24.04

6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

The Clerk stated that a further discussion of the review of officers’ salaries and expenses had taken place at the Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee held on the 27th January 2010.  (Apart from conveying certain additional information at the commencement of that Meeting, the Clerk and Surveyor had left the room during the said discussion.)  The Committee was not yet in a position to present its intended Report upon the matter to Council for its consideration.  The next Meeting of the Committee was to be held on the 16th February 2010.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Strategic Policy Committee be awaited.

Other Financial Matters

7.     Estimate of Expenditure and Precept for the Financial Year 2010-2011
      The Clerk merely confirmed that, pursuant to the resolution of the Special 

      Meeting of Council held on the 27th January 2009, the agreed Precept had been 

      submitted to the Billing Authority, Carmarthenshire County Council.

      NOTED.

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Christmas Trees and Lights

      8.     Christmas Trees and Lights

      The Surveyor merely confirmed hat he was pressing Council’s Contractors for 

      their invoices in respect of the 2009 Christmas lights.
      NOTED.

      Amenity Areas
      9.     Litter Bins

      The Surveyor added to his written Report that a bin had also been installed at 

      Talyclun.

      NOTED.

      Play Areas
      10.     Hendy Park

County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes summarised the position regarding the 

immediate proposals for the development of Hendy Park and also outlined the longer-term intentions.

The Clerk added certain further information and expressed his concern that the County Authority should take all necessary steps to ensure that the remaining conditions of the grants already approved be met.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk and/or County Councillor 
S.J. Lloyd-Janes be awaited.

      11.     Llanedi Play Area
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report –

      NOTED.

      Sports Clubs

      12.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      (a)  The Clerk stated that there was nothing further to report at present regarding the erection of a suitable notice board recording Council’s contribution to the cost of the major drainage scheme at the rugby ground at Tycroes.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      (b)  The Clerk stated that he had, as yet, no further information to impart regarding  the completion of the aforementioned drainage works.  

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.   

      13.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the above Club stressing its precarious position and seeking reassurance that Council would once again assist with the payment of ground hire fees for the forthcoming season in respect of the cricket field at Llanelli, which was again to be used as a temporary measure.

      There was general agreement that, in order to safeguard the Club’s membership of the South Wales Cricket Association and to prevent the Club from foundering before the hoped-for grant aid could be secured to enable the necessary drainage scheme to proceed, it was essential the Council should not withdraw its support.

      RESOLVED that Council bear the cost of ground hire as aforesaid for the 2010 cricket season subject to the Club continuing to carry out to Hendy Cricket Ground such maintenance work as was possible so as to minimise the deterioration of the field.

      14.     Hendy A.F.C.  – Additional Financial Assistance        
      There was no further information to impart for the present regarding the possibility of the installation of floodlighting at Hendy Football Ground.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      15.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      There was no information to impart at present.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      16.     Ammanford Sports Association – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground and Proposed Llanedi Sports Association
      The Clerk stated that he was still awaiting the response of the sports clubs based within the Community of Llanedi but confirmed that, as soon as the Clubs’ wishes were known, he would arrange the intended Meeting with their representatives to discuss the above matters as quickly as possible.
      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      17.     Acknowledgement of Grant – Sports Clubs
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgement of grant received:-

      Hendy A.F.C.
      NOTED.
      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      18.     Installation of New Seats with Council’s Name Inscribed
      The Surveyor expanded upon his written Report, stating that he had identified a 

      supplier, viz. Second Life Products Wales, who were able to provide suitable seats 

      bearing Council’s name at a reasonable price and that the order for the two seats 

      for installation at Talyclun, to which he had referred, had been placed with that 

      company.

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited. 

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      19.     Defective Lights at Ammanford Road, Tycroes  
      Attention was drawn to certain defective street lights at the above location.

      The Chairman explained that, as the road in question was a trunk road, it was the responsibility of the Assembly and that there was every reason to expect that the problem would be remedied in early course.

      NOTED.

      Road Safety

      20.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      As to information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report regarding the traffic calming scheme on the B4306 at Hendy –

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      21.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      The Clerk stated that he had been advised by Mr. John McEvoy of the County Authority that it was now intended that a further site inspection should be undertaken at the above location by relevant officers and that County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes had been asked to attend.  County Councillor Lloyd-Janes confirmed that this was the case.

      The Surveyor was also able to present to Council road accident statistics for the last five years in respect of the Hendy / Fforest / Llanedi area and, in particular, Fforest Road.  These included a report of a fatal accident, the relevance of which was that Council had previously been given to understand that certain measures would only be taken where there had been a fatality.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk draw the attention of the County Authority to the aforementioned fatal accident and that the further response of the County Authority be awaited.

      22.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported briefly upon the position regarding the desired removal of certain poles at the above location.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      23.   Provision of Footway at Llannon Road (B4306) and Heol y Geibren, 

              Hendy
      The Clerk confirmed that a response from the County Authority to the proposal 
      that a suitable footway be constructed along the relevant lengths of the above 
      roads was still awaited.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      Bus Shelters

24.     Replacement and Provision of Bus Shelters

The Surveyor stated that he hoped to have some substantive information to impart regarding the above matter by the next Monthly Meeting.
RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.

Other matters

25.     Traffic Regulation Orders at Hendy

The Clerk and County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes provided information regarding the introduction of certain traffic regulation orders affecting roads in Hendy.  
County Councillor Lloyd-Janes was pleased to add that he had been advised that the long-awaited “KEEP CLEAR” road marking at the junction of Bryngwili Road and Talycoed would shortly be put in place.

NOTED.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

26.     Tycroes Village Hall
There was no new information to impart regarding the progress of the proposed improvement of the above hall.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

27.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
In addition to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report, Members were advised that the previously-discussed question of the trees adjoining the Urdd Hall was being examined.

RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (Councillors R.C. Roberts and G.B. Thomas declared interest.)

      28.     St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes – Application for Financial 
                Assistance
      The Clerk stated that he was now merely awaiting confirmation of the satisfactory 

      completion of the roof repairs at the above hall.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      29.     Annual Grants – Community Halls
      The Clerk mentioned that he was still awaiting receipt of the requisite Accounts / 

      Financial Reports in respect of certain halls before releasing the approved grants 

      to them.

      NOTED.
30.     Community Schools

Referring to Council’s policy that all three schools located within its area should eventually become community schools, the Clerk sought instructions as to whether it was required at this time to take active steps to pursue such policy.

Members discussed various ways in which the said policy might be promoted.

RESOLVED that the aforementioned policy be actively pursued at every opportunity.

      31.     Hendy Branch Library

      Pursuant to the Clerk’s recent report upon his attendance at the conference 

      arranged jointly by the County Authority and One Voice Wales upon “Working 

      Together – Enhancing our Communities”, Members considered the future of
      Hendy Branch Library.  The Clerk reminded them that it had been stated at the 

      conference that, for financial reasons, certain branch libraries were at risk of 

      closure and replacement with a mobile library service but that no decisions had yet 

      been taken and that this had been identified as an area where the Authority might 

      enter into partnership with town and community councils.

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes then set out the current position in some 
      detail, stating that the provision of a library service was mandatory but that the 

      County Authority was looking to make savings of some £35,000 by efficiency 

      improvements including the introduction of a mobile service to replace branch 

      libraries at some locations where public use was low.  The Authority was prepared 

      to consider partnership agreements, as had been intimated by the Clerk, and 

      Assembly grants were available to community councils for the purchase of library 

      buildings.  Councillor Lloyd-Janes and the Surveyor had arranged to meet with a 
      grants officer shortly in order to obtain further information.  The Hendy Branch 

      Library was clearly under threat and a closure decision could be taken as soon as 

      the 23rd February  2010, although this might be revised.  
      Several members of the public, who were present at the Meeting and who had a 

      special interest in the matter, were then cordially invited by the Chairman to state  

      their views.  They expressed their total opposition to any move to downgrade the
      library service at Hendy.  The projected savings were challenged, it being pointed 
      out that the cost of setting up and manning the new mobile service could well 
      exceed the cost of maintaining the current service.  The removal of the branch 
      library would be another step in the gradual and relentless reduction of facilities in 
      the village of Hendy.  Apart from providing a library service, the branch library 
      was one of a small number of meeting points available for the community and 
      for the older residents in particular.  The answer was not to remove the facility but 

      to make it more attractive to the public by improving it both physically and by 
      more sensible opening hours and better staffing arrangements .  The Chairman 
      then thanked the residents most sincerely for their contribution to the Meeting.   
      A general discussion followed, during which Members endorsed the views put 

      forward by the members of the public as aforesaid.
      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the Clerk write to the County Authority expressing Council’s unqualified 

      opposition to the closure of Hendy Branch Library for the reasons cited above and 

      proposing, on the contrary, that the service should be upgraded;

      That the report of Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes and the Surveyor upon their 

      meeting with the grants officer as aforesaid be awaited; and
      That a Public Meeting be held as soon as reasonably practicable to seek public 

      support for Council’s stance on the matter.

     32.     Acknowledgements of Annual Grant – Community Halls
The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgement of grant received :-

St. Edmund’s Church Hall, Tycroes

      33.     Closure of Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      It being considered that, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 

      transacted in respect of the above premises, publicity would be prejudicial to the 

      public interest –

      RESOLVED that, under and by virtue of section 1(2) 0f the Public Bodies 

      (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting during 

      the discussion of the above-mentioned matter.  

      Other Projects
      34.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
The Clerk regretted that, in the absence of Councillor Mrs. B. Thomas, he still had no further information to impart at present regarding the above matter.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

35.     The Terry Price Youth Achievement Award   

Councillor W.A. Evans, on behalf of the Youth Achievement Award Working Group, was pleased to report that the rules and arrangements for the establishment of the above award had now been finalised and a press statement drafted.
RESOLVED that the award now be initiated as planned and a press statement issued.

Other Grants
      36.     Applications for Financial Assistance (deferred)
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance, 

      consideration of which had been deferred from the last Monthly Meeting. 

RESOLVED as follows:-

That a grant of £100 be made to Macmillan Cancer Support; and

That consideration of the following applications be further deferred until the next Meeting of Council:
Age Concern Carmarthenshire

Victim Support Cymru

      37.     Arlan Gwili – Application for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk reported that, following Council’s decision at its Special Meeting held 
      on the 27th January 2010 to make a grant of £500 to the residents of the above 

      sheltered complex towards the cost of their outing to attend ‘Holiday on Ice’ at the 
      Cardiff Arena, he had been informed by the Sheltered Scheme Officer that it was 

      now felt that this would be inappropriate as a significant number of residents did 
      not wish to attend and would be replaced by non-members.  Council would, as 
      soon as possible, be apprised of a more suitable use for the proposed donation.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      38.     Acknowledgements of Grant

      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgements of grant 

      received:-

      Ebenezer Chapel

      Ammanford & District Citizens’ Advice Bureau

      Llanelli Citizens’ Advice Bureau

      39.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      RESOLVED that the following grants be made:-

      Cruse Bereavement Care Carmarthenshire - £110

      Kidney Wales Foundation - £55

      FURTHER RESOLVED that consideration of the following application be 

      deferred until the next Monthly Meeting of Council:-

      Cerebra

Policing

      40.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of  January in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 0 crimes   It was commented that this was the first time in 3 years that no offences had been reported.  

      The Report also contained:-

      (i)  A short report upon the P.A.C.T. Meeting held at Llangennech Community 

      Hall (which, again, had been very poorly attended partly because of the weather 

      conditions) and a statement that no new priorities had been identified and that the
      next meeting would be held on the 1st March 2010 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy;
      (ii)  An update on the priorities, viz. that, again, the safety camera partnership 
      van had regularly patrolled Carmarthen Road/Fforest Road but that the intended 
      use of the hand held speed gun had yet to be implemented because of the adverse 
      weather; 
      (iii)  A report upon the ‘community surgery’ Meeting held in the Church Hall, 
      Llanedi on the 26th January 2010 which had been very well attended and at which 

      the main issue raised had been the speeding of vehicles through the village of 

      Llanedi with the result that the Roads Policing Unit would be conducting speed 

      checks over the coming months and that it was hoped to conduct a joint operation 

      between the Council, Police and Llanedi School to deal with speeding motorists 

      outside the school;
      (iv)  A statement that there had been no problems with anti-social behaviour in 

      Hendy Park but that weekend patrols would continue.
      Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes merely commented that he had, in fact, been made 

      aware of 1 crime in Hendy, viz. the theft of a road salt bin and its contents!

NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 

Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of January in respect of the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 7 offences, 3 of which remained undetected; in the case of a further 2, offenders had been arrested and charged; and, in the case of the remaining 2, suspects had been identified but not yet arrested.  One of the December offences had also now been detected.

NOTED.

      PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      41.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report –

      RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      Website
      42.     Development of Website
      Councillor R.B. Evans was pleased to report that Council’s website was now 

      operating smoothly.

      Members discussed certain aspects of the content of the website.

      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the Council Minutes should no longer be published on the website until they 

      had been formally confirmed; 

      That, to ensure their accuracy and appropriateness for publication, all items 

      intended to be displayed on the website be first referred to the Clerk and, unless 

      already approved,  be placed before Council for approval; and

      That the further report of Councillor R.B. Evans be awaited.

      Newsletter

      43.     Newsletter

      Members considered and reached conclusions upon the various choices put before 

      them by the Newsletter Working Group at the previous Monthly Meeting.     
      RESOLVED as follows:-

      That the Newsletter Working Group proceed to publication of the first newsletter 

      in accordance with the aforementioned conclusions reached; 
      That, to ensure their accuracy and appropriateness for publication, all items 

      intended to be included in the newsletter be first referred to the Clerk and, unless 
      already approved, be placed before Council for approval; and

      That the further report of the Newsletter Working Group be awaited.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
44.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

The Surveyor was asked to comment upon the progress of the redevelopment of the above premises.  Mr. Jones stated that he had visited the property and found that the work was well advanced and that its re-opening as a residential care home for adults with learning difficulties was scheduled for early April.  Employment   advertisements would be issued shortly.  He was unable to say whether it was intended to draw its residents from the local area.

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the appropriate Department of the County Authority to enquire whether it intended to take advantage of the facilities of the home for referral of appropriate persons.
45.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report
Consideration was given to the Planning Application specified in the Surveyor’s written Report.

NOTED.

No Planning Decisions were listed.

NOTED.

Other Issues

46.     National Eisteddfod 2014

The Clerk had no new information to impart regarding the above matter.  In response to a query, he stated that he had received no notification of an intended Meeting of the Aman Group of Local Councils but that he proposed to make enquiry of the Group Secretary.

RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review. 

47.     Dyfed-Powys Police Authority – Community Consultative Meeting 
The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from the Chief Executive of the above Authority giving notice of the above meeting to be held on Wednesday, the 17th February 2010 at the Police Authority Conference Room, Llangunnor, commencing at 7.00 p.m.

RESOLVED that Councillor S.W. Higgins attend the meeting on behalf of Council.

48.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children – Helpline

Welsh Assembly Government – Review of Councillors’ Allowances Regulations

Prime Cymru – ‘Experience Counts’ Project

Welsh Stars Sing for Haiti Concert

Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Complaints Advice Team: Information Booklet

Countryside Council for Wales – Funding Newsletter
Carmarthenshire County Council

NOTED.

Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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