Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on Wednesday, the 7th April 2010 at Arlan Gwili, Hendy
Present:         Councillor J.L. Griffiths (Chairman).
                        Councillors D.M. Davies, Mrs. J.L. Downes, D.T. Enoch, D.M. Evans,  
                        W.A. Evans, Mrs. H.M. Funnell, S.W. Higgins, J.T. Jones, 
                        S.J. Lloyd-Janes, A.W.Richards, R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas, 

                        G.B. Thomas.
                        Mr. O.J. Jones (Clerk).

                        Mr. E.H. Jones (Surveyor).

1.     Apology for Absence

An apology for his absence from the Meeting was received from the following:-
      Councillor R.B. Evans.
2.     Chairman’s Personal Matters
The Chairman, Councillor J.L. Griffiths, presented a short report upon the meeting of One Voice Wales, which he had recently attended on behalf of Council.

      NOTED.  
3.     Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Llanedi Community Council held on the 3rd March 2010 be confirmed and signed.

      FINANCE      
      Receipts

      4.     Receipts

      The Clerk stated that there were no receipts to report.
      NOTED.
      Payments

      5.     Payment of Accounts
(a)  RESOLVED that the Clerk’s action in making the following payments be endorsed:-

Carmarthenshire County Council - £10,500.00
Innovate Community Co-operative - £100.00
(b)  RESOLVED that the following payments be made:-

Carmarthenshire County Council - £ 3,395.40 

SWALEC - £131.23
Carmarthenshire County Council - £3,824.63
Hart Home Improvements - £646.25
C & H Fabricators & Welders Ltd. - £270.25
O.J. Jones - £27.50
Helen E. Jones - £555.95
O.J. Jones - £39.48
HOWLTA - £10.00
6.     Officers’ Salaries and Expenses

The Chairman of the Strategic Policy Committee, Councillor D.M. Evans, presented to Council the options with regard to the review of officers’ salaries for the financial year 2009-2010 which the Committee had identified at its last Meeting and submitted to the option which was recommended.

With regard to the officers’ expenses, it was recommended that they should be paid on the basis of individual receipts produced or, where this was not possible, on the basis of a fair assessment of expenses incurred.  It would not be practicable to make such assessments retrospectively for the year 2009-2010 and it was recommended that that expenses for that year be paid on the same basis as that of the year 2008-2009.  The new basis should, however, be introduced for the current year 2010-1011.  Further information was awaited to enable this to be finalised.

(The Clerk and the Surveyor then left the Meeting whilst Members considered the aforementioned recommendations and discussed the appropriate salary rates payable to the officers.)

RESOLVED as follows:

That the officers’ salaries for the year 2009-2010 be paid at the rate of Spinal Column Point 24 on the Salary Scales of the National Joint Council for Local Government Services, in the case of the Clerk on the basis of a sixteen-hour week and, in the case of the Surveyor, on the basis of an eight-hour week; 

That the officers’ expenses for the year 2009-2010 be paid on the same basis as that of the year 2008-2009; and
That the officers’ expenses for the current year be paid on the basis of the recommendation of the said Committee but that detailed assessment of the sums payable be deferred pending receipt of the further information to which reference had been made.

      RECREATION AND LEISURE

      Amenity Areas
      7.     Landscaping  Work 2010-2011
      As to the confirmation contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that contractors 

      had been instructed to proceed with the above work –

      NOTED.

      Footpaths

      8.     Footpath leading from Maesderi to Heol y Parc, Hendy

      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that the newly- 

      installed anti-cycling barriers at the above location had immediately been 

      vandalised and would have to be re-fitted –

      NOTED.

      Members then discussed what action, if any, might be taken against the 

      perpetrators of the said criminal damage.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk look into the matter.

      Play Areas
      9.     Hendy Park

(a)  County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported that he had been advised by the 

relevant officer of the County Authority that the proposed grant application for the purposes of a tree planting scheme at Hendy Park was not considered to be appropriate.

      NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk stated that he was awaiting a response from the County Council 

      with regard to the question of the dangerous condition of the river bank at Hendy 

      Park.

      RESOLVED that the response of the County Council be awaited.

(c)  County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes pointed out that the current plans for the 

redevelopment of Hendy Park did not include the provision of additional seating along the new pathway overlooking the park.
RESOLVED that the Surveyor arrange for two seats to be installed at appropriate locations adjoining the said pathway.

      Sports Clubs

      10.     Tycroes R.F.C – Additional Financial Assistance

      (a)  The Clerk reported that the wording of the intended notice board to be erected 
      at the rugby ground at Tycroes to acknowledge Council’s contribution to the cost 
      of the major drainage scheme had now been finalised.  It was hoped that the board 

      would be installed in early course.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      (b)  The Clerk reported that the outstanding drainage works remained to be completed but that the Club had been assured by the contractor that they necessary measures would be taken as soon as weather conditions were suitatable.  In the meantime, the Club still held a retention out of the contract sum.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.   

      11.     Hendy Cricket Club – Additional Financial Assistance
      There was nothing further to report for the present with regard to funding for the necessary drainage works at Hendy Cricket Ground.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      12.     Hendy A.F.C.  – Additional Financial Assistance        
      There was no information to impart for the present.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
      13.      Hendy R.F.C. – Additional Financial Assistance

      There was no information to impart for the present.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      14.     Ammanford Sports Association – Community Project at Ammanford 

                Recreation Ground and Proposed Llanedi Sports Association
      The Clerk regretted that it had not yet been possible to fix a mutually convenient date for the proposed exploratory Meeting to be held at the Tycroes R.F.C. clubhouse to discuss the above matter.  However, the Meeting would be arranged at the earliest suitable date.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.

      Wayside Seats and Wicket Gates
      15.     Installation of New Seats with Council’s Name Inscribed
      As to the confirmation contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that two new 

      seats had been installed at Talyclun –

      NOTED.

      HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY

      Lighting

      16.     Defective Lights at Ammanford Road, Tycroes  
      There was no further progress to report for the present with regard to the above matter.

      NOTED.

      Road Safety

      17.     Traffic Calming Schemes
      Pursuant to the confirmation contained in the Surveyor’s written Report that the work upon the traffic calming scheme on the B4306 at Hendy had been completed, a short discussion was held regarding the continuation of Council’s traffic calming programme.

      RESOLVED that the consideration of the said matter be deferred until the next Meeting.
      18.     Road Safety Issues at Fforest Road and Black Horse Square, Hendy
      The Clerk reported that he had been advised by the County Authority that the fatal accident which had occurred in 2005 fell outside the period which could be taken into account and that Fforest Road did not met the criteria to qualify for a fixed speed camera.

      County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes reported that the Surveyor and he had now met with officers of the County Authority.  A speed monitoring exercise was now being carried out.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      19.     Electricity Poles in Pavement at Fforest Road

      There was no further information to impart for the present with regard to the above matter.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      20.     Provision of Footway at Llannon Road (B4306) and Heol y Geibren, 

                Hendy
      The Clerk stated that he was still awaiting a substantive response from the County 
      Authority to the proposal that a suitable footway be constructed along the relevant 
      lengths of the above roads.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      21.     Traffic Lights at Motorway Junction, Hendy

      The Surveyor stated that he was awaiting a response from the County Authority 

      Regarding the perceived problem with the sequence of traffic lights at the 

      above location.

      RESOLVED that the further report of the Surveyor be awaited.
Bus shelters

22.     Replacement and Provision of Bus Shelters

The Surveyor set out options open to Council for the replacement of the dilapidated bus shelters at Fforest Square and Ebenezer Road, Llanedi.
RESOLVED that the Surveyor proceed to arrange for the replacement of the aforementioned shelters through the partnership arrangement currently offered by the County Council.

      COMMUNITY STRATEGY     
      Community Halls

23.     Tycroes Village Hall
Councillor D.T. Enoch reported briefly upon the progress of the grant application for the proposed improvements to the above hall.
RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

24.     Aelwyd yr Urdd, Hendy   
As to the information contained in the Surveyor’s written Report -
RESOLVED that the further Report of the Surveyor be awaited.

      (Councillors R.C. Roberts, Mrs. B. Thomas and GB. Thomas declared interest.)

25.     Community Schools

      (a)  Councillor W.A. Evans reported that the Governors of Hendy School had 

      concluded that the existing building was inadequate for modern purposes and that

      it was necessary to construct a new school.

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the Education Authority supporting the Governors’ position and urging that a new school be constructed at Hendy with provision for the maximum use of its facilities by the community at large.

(b)  Councillors D.T. Enoch and R.C. Roberts presented brief reports upon the current position of Tycroes and Llanedi Schools respectively. 

NOTED.

      26.     Closure of Calfaria Chapel, Hendy
      It being considered that, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 

      transacted in respect of the above premises, publicity would be prejudicial to the 

      public interest –

      RESOLVED that, under and by virtue of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

      (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting during 

      the discussion of the above-mentioned matter.  

      Other Projects
      27.     Youth Strategy for Hendy
(a) The Clerk regretted that, as yet, he had no substantive information to impart 

regarding the organisation of suitable youth projects at Hendy in co-operation with the Youth Service.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited.
(b)  As had been reported earlier in the Meeting, it would not now be possible to 

proceed with the suggested tree-planting scheme at Hendy Park involving members of Hendy Youth Club.

NOTED.

28.     The Terry Price Youth Achievement Award   

A short discussion was held wherein it was acknowledged that it would be difficult to gather and assess nominations for the above award within the time available for the current year.

RESOLVED that the project be taken forward with a view to its inauguration in the current year if practicable but, if that could not be achieved, all necessary steps be taken with a view to the presentation of the first award in the 2011 Chairman’s Dinner.
Other Grants

      29.     Applications for Financial Assistance (deferred)
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance, 

      consideration of which had previously been deferred. 

RESOLVED as follows:-

      (a)  That the following grant be made:-

      Age Concern Hendy & District - £250 (for the financial year 2009/2010)

(b) That no grant be made to the following applicant:-

Grŵp Chwarae’r Hendy (additional application)
(c)  That consideration of the following applications be further deferred until the next Meeting of Council:
Age Concern Carmarthenshire

Victim Support Cymru

St. John Ambulance, Ammanford Division.

      30.     Applications for Financial Assistance - Acknowledgements
      The Clerk placed before Council the following acknowledgement of grant 

      received:-

      Aelwyd yr Urdd yr Hendy
      NOTED.

      31.     Applications for Financial Assistance
      The Clerk placed before Council the applications for financial assistance received.

      (a)  RESOLVED that the following grant be made:-

      Eisteddfod Gadeiriol yr Hendy - £500

      (b)  RESOLVED that no grant be made to the following applicants:-

      Hafan Cymru

      Marie Curie Cancer Care
Policing
      32.     POLICE REPORT
(a) The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 
Llwynhendy Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of  February in respect of the Hendy/Llanedi area.  There had been a total of 5 crimes, of which none had been detected.   It was commented that this had been a ‘reasonable month’ from the point of view of crime.  Anti-social behaviour calls had been generally low although a number of calls had been received in respect of Maesderi, Hendy. 

      The Report also contained:-

(i) A short report upon the last P.A.C.T. Meeting held at Llangennech 

Community Centre (for which, again, there had been a very low turnout, the only person to attend being County Councillor S.J. Lloyd-Janes) stating that no new priorities had been identified and that the next meeting would be held at Arlan Gwili, Hendy on the 4th May 2010;
      (ii)  A statement that the monthly priorities for April would be the same as those 

      for March, viz. speeding in Ebenezer Road, Llanedi and Fforest Road/ Carmarthen 

      Road, Fforest

      (iii)  An update upon the priorities, viz. that the hand held speed gun had been 

      utilised in Llanedi, and a short report upon the speed awareness/reduction 
      initiative which had taken place outside Llanedi School;

(iv)  A statement that a Community Surgery would be held in Llanedi Church Hall 

on the 21st April 2010;

(v) A statement that a Farmwatch Meeting would be held in Llanedi Church Hall   

on the 26th April 2010; and

      (vi)  A statement that there had been no problems with under-age drinking or other 

      anti-social behaviour in Hendy Park but that weekend patrols would continue.
NOTED.

(b)  The Clerk placed before Council the written Report received from 

Ammanford Police Station containing recorded crime figures for the month of March in respect of the Tycroes area.  There had been a total of 3 offences, 1 of which had been detected and a person charged.

NOTED.

33.     Dyfed-Powys Police Authority – Consultation on Employment Targets    

          and Publication of Accounts
The Clerk placed before Council a letter relating to the above matters received from the Chief Executive of the Police Authority.
NOTED.

      Other Community Matters
      34.     Hendy Branch Library

      The Clerk informed Members that Mr. D.P. Thomas, the Libraries and Heritage 

      Manager of the County Authority, had indicated that he was happy to attend the 

      Meeting but that, because of ill health, was unable to do so.  Mr. Thomas was 

      expected to return to work later during the month of April and had asked that a 

      meeting be re-convened at that time.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk arrange for Mr. D.P. Thomas to attend a Meeting of 

      Council to discuss the future of Hendy Branch Library as soon as possible.

      35.     GrantScape – CWM Community and Environmental Fund

      The Clerk placed before Council a letter received from GrantScape providing 

      information about grants available from the above fund for local community 
      projects located in Carmarthenshire within 10 miles of a landfill site.    
      NOTED.    
      36.     Disused Electricity Pylons

      Attention was drawn to the number of electricity pylons located within the 

      Community of Llanedi which had long been disused.  It was questioned whether 

      they were adequately maintained and whether they might constitute a risk to 

      safety.

      RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Western Power to raise the aforementioned

      matter and to enquire as to its intentions regarding the said pylons.

      PUBLICITY
      Notice Boards
      37.     Provision and Replacement of Notice Boards
      As to the statement contained in the Surveyor’s written Report to the effect that a 

      new notice board had now been installed at Talyclun –

      NOTED.
      Website
      38.     Website
      There was no new information to impart for the present.
      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.
      Newsletter

      39.     Newsletter

      On behalf of the Newsletter Working Group, Councillor W.A. Evans presented a 

      further report upon the progress of the preparations for the issue of the first edition 
      of Council’s newsletter.  It was anticipated that the first edition would be issued 

      by the following month.

      RESOLVED that the matter be kept under review.

      CONSULTATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION
      Planning
40.     Redevelopment of Llwyngwern Residential Home

It was pointed out to Members that a sign had been erected at the entrance to the above premises describing it as ‘Ty Hendy’ and there was general agreement that this was unsuitable.

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the proprietors respectfully inviting them to reconsider their decision.

41.     Planning Applications and Decisions – Surveyor’s Report
As to the Planning Application and Decisions listed in the Surveyor’s written Report -
NOTED.

Other Issues

42.     National Eisteddfod 2014

The Clerk confirmed that a meeting of Aman Group of Local Councils, at which the Chief Executive of the Eisteddfod was expected to be present, was to take place on the following evening, the 8th April 2010, at Ammanford Town Hall.  

Mr. Jones had confirmed that Council would be represented at the meeting.

RESOLVED that the report of Council’s nominated representatives be awaited. 

43.     Information from Carmarthenshire County Council

The Clerk stated hat he had not yet received from the County Council the requisite information in relation the number of householders against whom action was being taken for non-payment of council tax or rent.

RESOLVED that the further report of the Clerk be awaited. 

44.     Other Issues – Correspondence

The Clerk placed before Council the following correspondence received:-

Carmarthenshire County Council – Biodiversity in Carmarthenshire Leaflet
Carmarthenshire Community Health Council - Meeting

NOTED.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

45.     Resignation of Councillor O.L. Hathway – Casual Vacancy
Members discussed the filling of the above vacancy, consideration of which had been deferred from the last Meeting of Council.

 RESOLVED that Mrs. R.W.M. Higgins be co-opted to fill the aforementioned vacancy and that the Electoral Registration Officer be notified accordingly.

46.     One Voice Wales – Renewal of Membership
Members discussed the question of the renewal of Council’s membership of One Voice Wales, consideration of which had been deferred from the last Meeting of Council.

RESOLVED that Council’s membership of One Voice Wales be renewed for the year 2010-2011 and that the subscription of £600 be paid.

47.     Chairman’s Dinner

The Clerk merely confirmed that the necessary arrangements were in hand for the Annual Chairman’s Dinner, which was to be held at the Mountain Gate Hotel and Restaurant, Tycroes on Friday, the 30th April 2010.
NOTED.

48.     Provisional Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the Year 

          2010-2011
The Clerk reminded Members that Council’s Standing Orders provided that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman for each year should be provisionally elected at the last Monthly Meeting prior to the Annual Meeting, whereat they would be formally elected. 

RESOLVED as follows:-

That Councillor G.B. Thomas be provisionally elected as Chairman of Llanedi Community Council for the year 2010-2011; and

That Councillor D.M. Evans be provisionally elected as Vice-Chairman of Llanedi Community Council for the year 2010-2011.

OTHER REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE

No other reports of attendance were received.
Signed ……….…………………………                    Date ……………………… 
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